
 

Sons of Italy is a fraternal organization dedicated to promoting Italian culture and        

heritage.   Our motto is "liberty, equality, and fraternity 

 

          VOLUME ï 9   ISSUE ï 5                                       SEPT  -  OCT   2011  

 

Website ï http://www.orgsites.com/ga/italians 





Ann M. Testa passed the love of music onto her five sons, 

some of whom now play professionally.  



 

 

 

The Lionôs Den and all the members of Marietta Lodge #2607 

would like to offer our sincere condolence to  

Sam Testa and his family on the passing of his wife  

Ann Testa  

 

 

 

The Lionôs Den and all the members of Marietta Lodge #2607 

would like Also to offer our sincere condolence to  

 Dominick and Constance Esposito and their Family  

on the passing of Constance Mother  

Josephine Donato  
 



  
                         AUNT JEMIMA PANCAKE MIX  

     

      In 1889, Chris L. Rutt, a newspaperman in St. Joseph, Missouri, began 

working on creating a self-rising pancake mix. Within a year, he and two as-

sociates developed the first pancake mix ever made. 

 

 

      While seeking a name and package design for the world's first self-rising 

pancake mix, creator Chris L. Rutt saw a vaudeville team known as Baker 

and Farrell whose act included Baker singing the catchy song "Aunt Jemima" 

dressed as a Southern mammy. Inspired by the wholesome name and image, Rutt appropriated them 

both to market his new pancake mix. 

     

      Unable to raise the money to promote Aunt Jemima pancake mix, Rutt and his associates sold their 

company to R.T. Davis Mill and Manufacturing Company, which promoted the new product at the 

World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. The company hired Nancy Green, a famous Afri-

can-American cook born in Montgomery County, Kentucky, to play the part of Aunt Jemima and dem-

onstrate the pancake mix. As Aunt Jemima, Nancy Green made and served over one million pancakes 

by the time the fair closed, prompting buyers to place over 50,000 orders for Aunt Jemima pancake 

mix. For the next thirty years, Green played the part of Aunt Jemima at expositions all over the coun-

try. 

     

      A caricature of Nancy Green as a black mammy was pictured on packages of Aunt Jemima Pan-

cake mix. In 1917, Aunt Jemima was redrawn as a smiling, heavy-set black housekeeper with a ban-

danna wrapped around her head. In 1989, the company modernized Aunt Jemima, making her thinner, 

eliminating her bandanna, and giving her a perm and a pair of pearl earrings. 

 

      In 1923, Nancy Green died in an automobile accident at the age of 89. 

     

 

      Before Aunt Jemima pancake mix was invented, pancakes were strictly a breakfast food. The ap-

peal and convenience of Aunt Jemima pancake mix made pan-

cakes a standard for lunch and dinner. 

 

      The Boys Club of Rockford, Illinois, was built and is operated 

solely from funds raised annually by Rockford Kiwanians and 

Aunt Jemima. 

 

      Frank Zappa recorded a song entitled "Electric Aunt Jemima" on 

his 1969 album Uncle Meat. 

     

 

      In 1994, pop singer Gladys Knight became a spokesperson for 

Aunt Jemima Lite syrup. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



FAMOUS ITALIANS  
 

Joe Garagiola  

 

Joseph Henry Garagiola, Sr.  (born February 12, 1926 
in St. Louis, Missouri) is an American former catcher in 
Major League Baseball who later became an an-
nouncer and television host, popular for his colorful 
personality. In 1991, he was honored by the Baseball 
Hall of Fame with the Ford Frick Award for outstanding 
broadcasting accomplishents. He has also been given 
his own star on the St. Louis Walk of Fame. 
 
 

Early life  

Garagiola grew up on Elizabeth Avenue in an Italian-
American neighborhood in St. Louis known as The Hill, just a few doors down from his 
childhood friend and competitor, Yogi Berra. (That block was subsequently renamed 
"Hall of Fame Place".)   
When Berra and Garagiola were both teenagers, almost all pro scouts rated Garagiola 
as the better baseball prospect, although Berra had a Hall of Fame career, and Garagi-
ola has always respected Berra's ability. About growing up living next to Berra, Garagi-
ola once said, "Not only was I not the best catcher in the Major Leagues, I wasn't even 
the best catcher on my street!" 
 

Baseball playing career  

Garagiola was signed at age 16 by the St. Louis Cardinals organization and made his 
major league debut in 1946. 
As a rookie in 1946, in his only World Series appearance, Garagiola batted a 6-for-19 
in five games, including a Game 4 where he went 4-for-5 with 3 RBIs. By contrast, fu-
ture Hall of Famer Ted Williams went only 5-for-25 in the same series, which was also 
Williams' only World Series appearance. 
 
But Garagiola never quite lived up to the promise of his youth, appearing in only 676 
games over 9 seasons for St. Louis, the Pittsburgh Pirates, Chicago Cubs and New 
York Giants. He was a mediocre hitter in the majors and featured that in his self-
deprecating humor. He once told this story on himself: He knew that it was time to re-
tire, when he was catching and his ex-teammate Stan Musial stepped into the batter's 
box, turned to Joe, and said, "When are you gonna quit?" 
 
 
 
 



Books  

 

After his retirement from baseball, Garagiola lent his name to a 1960 book, Baseball is 
a Funny Game, which sold well upon release and helped establish Garagiola as a 
"personality." The (largely ghostwritten) book was a collection of humorous anecdotes 
surrounding his upbringing and his playing career, and showcased the folksy, humor-
ous style that became his trademark as a broadcaster. 

Garagiola also wrote It's Anybody's Ballgame  (1980) and Just Play Ball  (2007). 

 

Broadcasting career  

 

 
Garagiola turned to broadcasting following his retirement as a player, first calling  
Cardinals radio broadcasts on KMOX from 1955 to 1962. 
 
As an announcer, Garagiola is best known for his almost 30 year association with 
NBC. He began doing national baseball broadcasts for NBC in 1961 (teaming with Bob 
Wolff). Additionally, in the 1960s, Garagiola called some World Series on NBC Radio. 
Partners included By Saam and George Kell. After a stint doing New York Yankees 
games from 1965 to 1967 that saw him call Mickey Mantle's 500th home run, Garagi-
ola returned to broadcasting NBC baseball in 1974. 
 
Garagiola alternated play-by-play duties with Curt Gowdy on NBC until 1976, when he 
assumed the role full-time. He teamed with color commentator Tony Kubek from 1976 
to 1982; in 1983, he shifted to color commentary as Vin Scully joined the network as 
lead play-by-play announcer. (Kubek joined Bob Costas to form NBC's #2 baseball an-
nouncing duo in this era.) 
 
After calling the 1988 World Series with Scully, Garagiola resigned from NBC Sports. 
NBC was on the verge of losing the television rights to cover Major League Baseball to 
CBS. Garagiola claimed that NBC left him "twisting" while he was trying to renegotiate 
his deal. Garagiola was replaced on the NBC telecasts by Tom Seaver. After leaving 
NBC Sports, Garagiola had a brief stint as a television commentator for the California 
Angels. In recent years, he has performed some color commentary duties for the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks, where his son, Joe Garagiola Jr., served as general manager. 
 



Other ventures  

Besides calling baseball games for NBC, Garagiola 
served as a panelist on The Today Show from 1967 to 
1973 and again from 1991 to 1992. He also occasion-
ally guest-hosted The Tonight Show Starring Johnny 
Carson, including for the only live appearances of any 
members of The Beatles on the program while still a 
group (John Lennon and Paul McCartney were the 
guests). In the late 1960s and 1970s, Garagiola also 
hosted the game shows He Said, She Said; Joe Ga-
ragiola's Memory Game; Sale of the Century; To Tell 

the Truth; and Strike it Rich; as well as the Monday Night Baseball pre-game show The 
Baseball World of  
Joe Garagiola. He also hosted the St. Louis area professional wrestling show, titled 
"Wrestling at The Chase." Garagiola also gained a new form of notoriety thanks to his 
stints as host of the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show. 
Garagiola has also become an advocate in recent years against the use of spit to-
bacco. He visits major league teams every year during spring training alongside play-
ers from his generation who have suffered cancer injuries due to chewing tobacco use. 
Garagiola was the keynote luncheon speaker July 28th at the 2007 convention of the 
Society for American Baseball Research held in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 

Personal  

 

Garagiola's son, Joe Jr., went on to be-
come the general manager for the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks and later, senior 
vice president of baseball operations for 
Major League Baseball. His other son, 
Steve[1], is a broadcast journalist as 
well, serving as a reporter and anchor for 
WDIV-TV, the NBC affiliate in Detroit. His 
daughter Gina also worked for tv news, 
serving as a field reporter for channel 3 
in Arizona, and now writes free-lance for 
multiple publications such as Guideposts 
and Chicken Soup For The Soul. He has 
eight grandkids. 



Granite installed in 4 days  

 
CALL  TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE  

IN HOME CONSULTATION & ESTIMATE  
 

Free Stainless steel sink  
( with 50 plus sq. ft. of counter top when you mention this ad )  

 

678 - 494 - 0664  
 

SHOWROOM LOCATION/HRS:  
907  Jamerson Road, Marietta, GA 30066  

 

Monday �² Friday:  

8am �² 5pm  

Saturday: 9 �² 2  

 

We are bonded and insured and our work is quaranteed  

 

Visit us at  Granitecabinetdesigns.com  


