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    Success in School . . . Success in Life

MILL SPRINGS ACADEMY

Syllabus

Fall Semester 2006

Student: ______________________________       Course:  BRITISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION
HONORS BRITISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION 

_____________________________________ agrees to complete satisfactorily the academic work required in this syllabus in order to pass the course.  A higher percentage grade may be earned by completing extra credit assignments as outlined in the syllabus.  If a student’s average grade falls below 75%, the Director and/or Advisor may contact parents for a conference.

Donald Gerz will provide instruction and syllabus guide assistance with the course material designed for this student, utilizing and implementing appropriate interventions as noted within this contract.

Signed:

_____________________________________                         _________________________________

Student


                   Date        
               Faculty: Donald A. Gerz, B.A.       Date
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_____________________________________

Director: Bruce L. Brownlow
Course Description: This survey of timeless works from the literary canon includes an epic poem, one narrative poem of epic scope, and two Shakespearean plays from the birthplace of the English language: Great Britain.  (Literary terms will be emphasized when reading, studying, and writing about all literary examples.)  The student will be given many opportunities to write about time-honored literature and other appropriate topics by using the 6-Step Writing Process (below).  Out-of-class compositional assignments include expository paragraphs, 5-paragraph essays, and a research paper.  All formal compositions are expected to be word-processed in MLA (Modern Language Association) form.  Special emphasis will be given to developing and reviewing the following language arts skills: vocabulary, reading comprehension, grammar, usage, mechanics, spelling, logic, critical thinking, and study skills.  Practice for standardized tests and monthly timed essays (that are now being required on the SAT) will be provided as well.  In the area of reading, students are required to read and take a Reading Counts test on at least one (1) approved book on Mill Springs Academy's Reading Counts list.  [Honors students are required to read two (2) approved books.]  As previously noted in the MSA Upper School's Summer Reading Program, scores from summer Reading Counts tests will be averaged into the final fall semester grade.

	THE WRITING PROCESS: WRITING IS A 6-STEP PROCESS!  THE STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 6 OF THESE STEPS.  TWO OF THESE STEPS ARE PROOFREADING AND EDITING (CORRECTING).  SINCE THE TEACHER EVALUATES THE NUMEROUS ASPECTS OF THE STUDENT'S CONTENT, HE MUST REQUIRE A CLEAN, POLISHED, AND WELL-WRITTEN FINAL DRAFT IN THE CORRECT FORM.  THEREFORE, THE STUDENT IS REQUIRED TO EDIT AND CORRECT HIS OR HER WORK AFTER HAVING IT PROOFREAD BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN FOR BASIC GRAMMATICAL AND MECHANICAL ERRORS BEFORE TURNING IT IN FOR GRADING.  THE STUDENT (NOT THE TEACHER) IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL 6 STEPS OF THE WRITING PROCESS.




Materials/Resources: Elements of Literature, Sixth Course: Literature of Great Britain (literature anthology); Writer's Inc. (writing handbook); Writer's Choice (grammar and composition textbook); Writer’s Choice: Grammar Workbook (grammar and composition workbook; The Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop (vocabulary workbook); teacher-generated materials and examples; a teacher’s website (http://www.orgsites.com/ga/millsprings/index.html) with many helpful links; and On the "Write" Track: Twenty Basic Guidelines for Better Writing.  Finally, parents and/or guardians are expected to purchase supplemental books of drama, fiction, and non-fiction when assigned.

Syllabus: (The following dates are guidelines, not deadlines, for the material we will cover.  Therefore, all times are approximate.)

	One Major Epic (Beowulf), One Major Narrative (The Canterbury Tales), and Two Major Shakespearean Plays (Macbeth and Twelfth Night)



· Extra Credit (Not Required!): An Approved Assignment on an Approved Topic

from Beowulf, The Canterbury Tales, Macbeth, or Twelfth Night
· By August 18 – Finish Taking Reading Counts Quizzes on Books Read for MSA's Summer Reading Program and Intro to the Epic Form
· Organization - Read, study, and sign the course syllabus contract.  (This syllabus is on Don Gerz's website.)
· Summer Reading - The required Reading Counts tests are due no later than Friday, August 18.
· Grammar - “On the Write Track” Mini-lesson 1
· Vocabulary - Unit 1
· Literature - "The Epic" (a lecture from Monsters, Gods, and Heroes by Professor Timothy B.    Shutt of Kenyon College)
· By August 30 - Anglo-Saxon Literature (449-1066) – Beowulf: A Major Epic
· Grammar - The Parts of Speech and “On the Write Track” Mini-lessons 2 and 3
· Vocabulary - Unit 2
· Literature - "Beowulf" (a lecture from Monsters, Gods, and Heroes by Professor Timothy B. Shutt of Kenyon College)
· Literature - "The Anglo-Saxons" (introductory essay) and excerpts from Beowulf
· Literature - "Old English: Where English Came From" (essay in linguistics) [HONORS CLASS ONLY]
· Study Skills - "Strategies for Reading Any Book" / "How to Study for and Take a Test"
· Composition - Timed, in-Class SAT Essay (These are now being required on the SAT.)
· Test over the above Material
· By September 27 - Literature of the Middle Ages (1066-1485) - Canterbury Tales: A Major Narrative

· Grammar - The Parts of Speech (cont.) and “On the Write Track” Mini-lessons 4-6, 10, and 19

· Composition - Expository Paragraph in MLA Form: Use cause and effect organization, good 

             introduction and conclusion, sentence variety, and smooth transitions.

· Vocabulary - Units 3 and 4
· Reading - Take Reading Counts test on approved book #1.

· Composition - Timed, in-Class SAT Essay (These are now being required on the SAT.)
· Literature - "The Middle Ages" (introductory essay)
· Literature - An Overview of Chaucer and The Canterbury Tales ( a narrative poem of epic scope)
· Literature - "Middle English: The Language in Transition" (essay in linguistics) [HONORS 
            CLASS ONLY]
· Quiz on the above Material
· By October 31 - The English Renaissance, Shakespeare (1485-1660) – Macbeth: A Major Tragedy
· Grammar - “On the Write Track” Mini-lessons 7-9, and 14

· 5-Paragraph Expository Essay in MLA Form (paragraph building, transitions, introduction, and 
            conclusion)
· Reading - Take Reading Counts test on approved book #2.[HONORS CLASS ONLY]
· Study Skills - "How to Take Notes"
· Vocabulary - Units 5 and 6
· Composition - Timed, in-Class SAT Essay (These are now being required on the SAT.)
· Literature - "The Renaissance" (introductory essay)
· Literature - Literature - "The Growth of Modern English" (essay in linguistics) [HONORS 
            CLASS ONLY]
· Test on the above Material
· By November 21 - The English Renaissance and Shakespeare (1485-1660) - Macbeth: A Major Tragedy
· Grammar - “On the Write Track” Mini-lessons 12-13, 15, and 17

· Information Literacy Skills - "How to Evaluate and Gather Good Reverence Material for  
            Research Papers"
· Research Paper – Turn in the following IN MLA FORM: 1.) Organize a topic (thesis statement, highlight and lift phrases), 2.) sources, and 3.) outline for an MLA research paper on an assigned topic in British literature.
· Vocabulary - Units 7 and 8
· Quiz on the above Material
· By December 1 - The English Renaissance, Shakespeare (1485-1660) - Twelfth Night: A Major Comedy
· Composition - Timed, in-Class SAT Essay (These are now being required on the SAT.)
· Grammar - “On the Write Track” Mini-lessons 18 and 20
· Research Paper: Turn in an MLA research paper on an assigned topic in British literature using the above preparatory process.  (Regular classes: 4-to-5 pages MLA [Modern Language Association] form with a primary source and at least three secondary sources.  Honors class: 6-to7 pages in MLA form with a primary source and at least four secondary sources.)

· By December 15
· Final Exam over All Material Covered during the Semester (However, the emphasis will be on the material covered since October.)

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

	To pass the course:
	Clarification:
	Percentage:

	Class Work


	All assignments, including daily “warm-ups,” must be submitted on time, must be complete, and must follow all directions.  Participation is a key component of this grade.  Maximum learning can occur only when students participate in their own learning.  Participation includes taking part in discussions, following along during group reading, asking for help when needed, performing positively and productively in-group work, and avoiding disruptive behavior.
	35%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Homework
	All homework assignments will be announced, written on the board, and posted on NetClassroom.
	10% of the Total

Semester Grade

	Quizzes & Tests


	Quizzes and tests may be given in a variety of formats based on teacher discretion.  Note that tests are weighted more heavily than quizzes, and there will be more quizzes than tests.  Notebook checks will count as one quiz grade each.  Students may re-take any failed test within one week of the original test date.
	15%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Research Paper
	A 4-to-5 page research paper in MLA (Modern Language Association) form with a primary source and at least three secondary sources will be required for the regular classes.  The honors class will be required to write a 6-to7 page research paper in MLA form with a primary source and at least four secondary sources.
	15%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Reading
	Students must take a Reading Counts quiz for each book assigned this semester, including those quizzes required for the Upper School's Summer Reading Program.
	15%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Final Exam
	A comprehensive final exam will be given.  Students will receive a detailed study guide well in advance of the exam.  
	10%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	For Extra Credit:


	Requirements:
	          Percentage:

	Compositions
	Write a composition to augment literary studies.  (Specifications will be described in detail with each unit.)
	Based on the teacher's evaluation

	Independent Reading
	Read supplemental literature as approved by teacher.  Assessments will include Reading Counts quizzes and/or other teacher-approved methods.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation

	Teach-a-class
	Prepare and teach a class on a topic in which you are interested.  Lesson plan and all materials must be approved in advance by teacher.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation

	Other
	Students may request alternative opportunities for extra credit.  Teacher approval required.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLETING THE COURSE

To be successful in this course, students must get to class on time and must bring required materials.  These include pen, pencil, paper, laptop, homework, and required books.  For those students who use assistive technologies (Dragon Naturally Speaking, tape recorders, etc.), these will also be considered required materials.

INTERVENTIONS AND ACCOMMODATIONS IF NEEDED IN SPECIAL CASES

Working together, the student and faculty member determine academic interventions that will help the student become an independent learner and appropriate self-advocate.

1. Alternate means of written methods (laptop and/or speak-and-spell technology such as Dragon Naturally Speaking software)

2. Extended-timed testing 


3. Cassette/oral/and or reader accommodations 


4. Reduced length of written assignments


5. Alternate methods for instruction


6. Teacher-provided notes and study guides

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

The student will improve in his or her abilities to accomplish the following:

· Use the 6-Step Writing Process at all times: 1. planning/prewriting; 2. composing a first rough draft; 3. revising; 4. editing for accuracy (proofreading one); 5. editing for style (proofreading two); and 6. turning in (on time!) a final, polished draft that is free of grammatical, spelling, punctuation, and usage errors.

· Know and correctly apply all 20-grammar guidelines of On the "Write" Track: Twenty Basic Guidelines for Better Writing.
· Improve reading comprehension by reading approved books and passing Reading Counts comprehension tests in Upper School's Summer Reading Program in addition to one (1) approved book during the fall semester.  [Honors students are required to read two (2) approved books.]  
· Develop greater sophistication in the understanding and use of writing, reading, oral language, British literature, and word-processing.

· Learn and employ study skills, especially in the areas of reading strategies, test-taking strategies, and taking notes.

· Learn and employ research skills and the investigation system known as "information literacy."

· Increase SAT level vocabulary competency through work in the Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop.

· Learn and use traditional logic and syllogistic reasoning in all critical thinking, whether in class discourse or in writing.

· Use colorful, vivid, and precise language in all writing.

· Write clear and coherent expository paragraphs in MLA form that explain, inform, examine, and illustrate the topic.

· Use cause and effect organization, good introductions and conclusions, sentence variety, and smooth transitions in all writing.

· Using paragraph building, transitions, introductions, and conclusions, write clear and coherent 5-paragraph essays in MLA form.

· Turn in an acceptable research project that organizes a history or a science topic, one with a solid thesis statement, highlighting, phrase lifting, PowerPoint note cards, and outline.
· Know and correctly use Modern Language Association (MLA) word-processing for all formal compositions.

· Improve standardized test-taking skills.

· Write clear and coherent timed, in-class essays to prepare for standardized exams (i.e., the SAT).

· Be able to distinguish what is distinctive and yet universal in required examples of literature from Great Britain.

· Correctly define, identify, and write about literary terms within literary excerpts.

· Correctly define and identify various literary genres (epic poetry, the sonnet, tragic drama, the novel, the fable, and others) when reading literary excerpts.

	          According to the Upper School's policy on homework, as found in the Levels System, students (NOT TEACHERS) are responsible for obtaining and completing all homework assignments, EVEN IF THOSE STUDENTS ARE ABSENT (EXCUSED OR UNEXCUSED) WHEN THE ASSIGNMENT IS GIVEN.  In the event a student knows he or she will be absent when an assignment is due, the student must turn in the assignment BEFORE THE ABSENCE.  If a student does not know that he or she will be absent, but is in fact absent, it is the student's responsibility to obtain the assignment and turn it in to the teacher on the day he or she returns to school.  If the absence is excused with a written note from a parent or guardian, no loss of points will be incurred.  If a written note from a parent or guardian is not provided to the teacher, loss of points will be incurred.  All homework and assignments that are late without a written excuse will incur a loss of 20% for each late day.  In the event of unexpected absence, homework assignments can be obtained easily and accurately in one or more of the following ways:

· All assignments are always clearly posted on the classroom board.

· All assignments are always clearly posted on MSA's Internet homework assignment service, NetClassroom.

· Contact Gerald Colson at gcolson@millsprings.org or 770-360-1336, ext. 1507, if you and/or your parents have questions.

· E-mail Don Gerz at dgerz@millsprings.org (after school hours, too), or phone him at 770-360-1336, ext. 1519.

· E-mail Cynthia Traylor at ctraylor@millsprings.org, or phone her at 770-360-1336, ext. 1525.

· E-mail Bruce Brownlow at bbrownlow@millsprings.org, or phone him at 770-360-1336, ext. 1530.
In other words, there is absolutely no excuse for failing to obtain and complete assignments on time!




HOMEWORK AND ASSIGNMENT POLICIES OF MSA’s UPPER SCHOOL

HONESTY/PLAGIARISM/CHEATING, ETC. POLICIES OF MSA’s UPPER SCHOOL
	          To insure fair and accurate evaluations and grades of your academic production and progress, it is obviously required that you do your own work!  Therefore, in accordance with Mill Springs Academy’s guidelines regarding cheating, copying, plagiarism, and “cutting and pasting,” etc., teachers are required to turn over evidence regarding academic dishonesty to the Upper School Director, who, in accordance with the school’s guidelines, will decide on appropriate consequences if necessary in his judgment.  In typical cases, academic dishonesty results in Level S placement for a week and a zero on the test, assignment, or paper involved.

          Academic dishonesty is an extremely serious offense!  Therefore, it is your responsibility to be academically honest at all times.  Remember: Your grades in all courses are determined by what you know and do in those courses, not on what someone else knows and does.  Therefore, do your own work!

~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~     ~

          I, __________________________________, hereby acknowledge that I have received, have read, and understand the above, as well as the explained handout defining and explaining cheating, copying, "cutting and pasting," and all other forms of academic dishonesty, especially plagiarism in its various forms.

                                                                                                                      ______________________________

                                                                                                                                    (Student's Signature)

                                                                                                                      ______________________________

                                                                                                                                                (Date)




