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    Success in School . . . Success in Life

MILL SPRINGS ACADEMY

Syllabus

Fall Semester 2006

Student: ______________________________                  Course:  INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY 

_____________________________________ agrees to complete satisfactorily the academic work required in this syllabus in order to pass the course.  A higher percentage grade may be earned by completing extra credit assignments as outlined in the syllabus.  If a student’s average grade falls below 75%, the Director and/or Advisor may contact parents for a conference.

Donald Gerz will provide instruction and syllabus guide assistance with the course material designed for this student, utilizing and implementing appropriate interventions as noted within this contract.

Signed:

_____________________________________                         _________________________________

Student


                   Date        
               Faculty: Donald A. Gerz, B.A.        Date
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_____________________________________

Director: Bruce L. Brownlow
INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGY
COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will include the scientific analysis of behavior and experience—that is, the study of how human beings sense, think, learn, and know.  Modern psychology is devoted to collecting facts about behavior and experience, and systematically organizing the resultant data into applicable and useful psychological theories.  These theories aid in understanding and explaining behavior and sometimes in predicting and influencing future behavior.

Historically, psychology has been divided into many fields of study.  These fields, however, are interrelated and frequently overlap.  Areas considered in this introductory course will include the following types and aspects of psychology: developmental, physiological, cognitive, comparative, social, personality, adjustment, abnormal, scientific methodology and measurement, as well as other aspects and types of this academic discipline.

MATERIALS: Glencoe's Understanding Psychology (textbook), a teacher’s website (http://www.orgsites.com/ga/millsprings/index.html) with many related links, Internet resources, and teacher-generated materials and examples will be provided.  In addition, supplemental books and/or materials may be required according to the professional judgment of the teacher. 

SYLLABUS (The following is a guideline for the material we will cover in class.  All dates below for tests and the Final Exam are approximate.)

Early September - A TEST OVER >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> UNIT 1: APPROACHES TO PSYCHOLOGY

Introduction to Psychology

What is Psychology?
Psychological Methods

Major Psychologists and Contributions

Early October - A TEST OVER >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> UNIT 2: THE LIFE SPAN
Infancy and Childhood
Adolescence
Adulthood
Early November - A TEST OVER >>>>>>>>>>>>>>> UNIT 3: THE WORKINGS OF MIND & BODY
Biology and Behavior
Sensation and Perception
Consciousness
Early December - A TEST OVER >>>>>>>>>>>>> UNIT 4: LEARNING & COGNITIVE PROCESSES
Learning
Cognition
Memory
Thinking and Language
Intelligence
Mid-December - A FINAL EXAM OVER >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> UNITS 1, 2, 3, & 4


(Nature and Methods of Psychology, Development, Physiology, and Cognition)

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

	To pass the course:
	Clarification:
	Percentage:

	Class Work


	All assignments, including daily “warm-ups,” must be submitted on time, must be complete, and must follow all directions.  Participation is a key component of this grade.  Maximum learning can occur only when students participate in their own learning.  Participation includes taking part in discussions, following along during group reading, asking for help when needed, performing positively and productively in-group work, and avoiding disruptive behavior.
	35%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Homework
	All homework assignments will be announced, written on the board, and posted on NetClassroom.
	10% of the Total

Semester Grade

	Quizzes & Tests


	Quizzes and tests may be given in a variety of formats based on teacher discretion.  Note that tests are weighted more heavily than quizzes, and there will be more quizzes than tests.  Notebook checks will count as one quiz grade each.  Students may re-take any failed test within one week of the original test date.
	15%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Research Projects and Papers
	Besides various research projects, a 3-to-4-page research paper in MLA (Modern Language Association) form with a primary source and at least three secondary sources will be required.
	15%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Independent
Reading
	Students must independently read a seminal work of psychology from an approved list provided by the teacher.  Assessment instruments of the student’s comprehension of the work will be a quiz or other teacher-approved method.
	15%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	Final Exam
	A comprehensive final exam will be given.  Students will receive a detailed study guide well in advance of the exam.  
	10%

of the Total

Semester Grade

	For Extra Credit:


	Requirements:
	          Percentage:

	Experiments
	Conduct a teacher-approved experiment using methodology mandated by the American Psychological Association (APA).  Write a formal report of the experiment using APA criteria.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation

	Independent Reading
	Read supplemental literature as approved by the teacher.  Assessment instruments of the student’s comprehension of the reading material will be quizzes or other teacher-approved methods.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation

	Teach-a-class
	Prepare and teach a class on a topic in which you are interested.  Lesson plan and all materials must be approved in advance by teacher.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation

	Other
	Students may request alternative opportunities for extra credit.  Teacher approval required.
	Based on the teacher's evaluation


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR COMPLETING THE COURSE

To be successful in this course, students must get to class on time and must bring required materials.  These include pen, pencil, paper, laptop, homework, and required books.  For those students who use assistive technologies (Dragon Naturally Speaking, tape recorders, etc.), these will also be considered required materials.

INTERVENTIONS AND ACCOMMODATIONS IF NEEDED IN SPECIAL CASES

Working together, the student and faculty member determine academic interventions that will help the student become an independent learner and appropriate self-advocate.

1. Alternate means of written methods (laptop and/or speak-and-spell technology such as Dragon Naturally Speaking software)

2. Extended-timed testing 


3. Cassette/oral/and or reader accommodations 


4. Reduced length of written assignments


5. Alternate methods for instruction


6. Teacher-provided notes and study guides

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

The student will improve in his or her abilities to accomplish the following:

· Define psychology and its associated subject matter.

· Examine the relationship of psychology to the other sciences and social sciences.

· Identify major psychologists and their contributions.

· Identify the scientific method used by psychologists in a psychological experiment.

· Evaluate the uniqueness of human nature and the concept of personhood.

· Evaluate ethical considerations in psychological experiments.

· Discuss principles of human development.

· Differentiate between the influences of heredity/biology and environment on human behavior.

· Define various personality traits and describe the multifaceted development of personality.

· Examine various methods of measuring personality traits and intellect.

· Identify the methods of learning.

· Distinguish among learning, remembering and forgetting.

· Differentiate among various types of thinking.

· Examine the factors that promote awareness.

· Describe and discuss the nature, source, and function of emotions.

· Describe the factors that influence motivation.

· Discuss normal and abnormal reactions to conflict and frustration associated with incompatible motive conditions.

· Describe various emotional, physiological and environmental personality disturbances.

· Evaluate various methods of therapy for personality disturbances.

· Compose and submit a research paper on an approved topic in psychology in conformity with MLA standards of form, content, and referencing.

HOMEWORK AND ASSIGNMENT POLICIES OF MSA’s UPPER SCHOOL

	          According to the Upper School's policy on homework, as found in the Levels System, students (NOT TEACHERS) are responsible for obtaining and completing all homework assignments, EVEN IF THOSE STUDENTS ARE ABSENT (EXCUSED OR UNEXCUSED) WHEN THE ASSIGNMENT IS GIVEN.  In the event a student knows he or she will be absent when an assignment is due, the student must turn in the assignment BEFORE THE ABSENCE.  If a student does not know that he or she will be absent, but is in fact absent, it is the student's responsibility to obtain the assignment and turn it in to the teacher on the day he or she returns to school.  If the absence is excused with a written note from a parent or guardian, no loss of points will be incurred.  If a written note from a parent or guardian is not provided to the teacher, loss of points will be incurred.  All homework and assignments that are late without a written excuse will incur a loss of 20% for each late day.  In the event of unexpected absence, homework assignments can be obtained easily and accurately in one or more of the following ways:

· All assignments are always clearly posted on the classroom board.

· All assignments are always clearly posted on MSA's Internet homework assignment service, NetClassroom.  Contact Gerald Colson at gcolson@millsprings.org or 770-360-1336, ext. 1507, if you and/or your parents have questions.)

· E-mail Don Gerz at dgerz@millsprings.org (after school hours, too!), or phone him at 770-360-1336, ext. 1519.

· E-mail Cynthia Traylor at ctraylor@millsprings.org, or phone her at 770-360-1336, ext. 1525.

· E-mail Bruce Brownlow at bbrownlow@millsprings.org, or phone him at 770-360-1336, ext. 1530.
In other words, there is absolutely no excuse for failing to obtain and complete all assignments on time!




HONESTY/PLAGIARISM/CHEATING, ETC. POLICIES OF MSA’s UPPER SCHOOL

	          To insure fair and accurate evaluations and grades of your academic production and progress, it is obviously required that you do your own work!  Therefore, in accordance with Mill Springs Academy’s guidelines regarding cheating, copying, plagiarism, and “cutting and pasting,” etc., teachers are required to turn over evidence regarding academic dishonesty to the Upper School Director, who, in accordance with the school’s guidelines, will decide on appropriate consequences if necessary in his judgment.  In typical cases, academic dishonesty results in Level S placement for a week and a zero on the test, assignment, or paper involved.

          Academic dishonesty is an extremely serious offense!  Therefore, it is your responsibility to be academically honest at all times.  Remember: Your grades in all courses are determined by what you know and do in those courses, not on what someone else knows and does.  Therefore, do your own work!

          I, __________________________________, hereby acknowledge that I have received, have read, and understand the above, as well as the explained handout defining and explaining cheating, copying, "cutting and pasting," and all other forms of academic dishonesty, especially plagiarism in its various forms.

                                                                                       _________________________

                                                                                          (Student's Signature)

                                                                                  _________________________

                                                                                                      (Date)


