British Literature and Composition                      Spring 2006 Semester

Don Gerz’s Approved Independent Reading List
Classic British Novels: 1700 to 2000
HONORS CLASS REQUIREMENT: READ ANY THREE (3) OF THE WORKS BELOW.
REGULAR CLASSES REQUIREMENT: READ ANY TWO (2) OF THE WORKS BELOW.
Critically and Historically Important Novels in British Literature

	Restoration and the 18th Century: 1660-1800


Jonathan Swift: 1667-1745

· Gulliver's Travels

Henry Fielding: 1707-1754
· Tom Jones
The Romantic Period: 1798-1832


Jane Austen: 1775–1817
· Pride and Prejudice

· Sense and Sensibility

· Emma


Mary Shelley: 1779-1851

· Frankenstein
The Victorian Period: 1832-1901


Charles Dickens: 1812-1870

· A Christmas Carol
· David Copperfield
· Bleak House
· Hard Times
· A Tale of Two Cities
· Great Expectations

Charlotte Brontë: 1816-1854

· Jane Eyre

Emily Brontë: 1818-1848

· Wuthering Heights
Lewis Carroll (Charles Dodgson): 1832-1898
· Alice in Wonderland

· Through the Looking Glass
Bram Stoker: 1847-1912

· Dracula
	The 20th Century

Joseph Conrad (transitional figure): 1857-1924
· Lord Jim

Thomas Hardy: 1840-1928
· Far from the Madding Crowd
· The Return of the Native
· The Mayor of Casterbridge
· Tess of the d'Urbervilles
· Jude the Obscure

Virginia Woolf: 1882-1941

· Mrs. Dalloway
· A Room of One's Own  (NOTE: This is  
            an extended essay, not a novel.)

George Orwell: 1903-1950

· Animal Farm

· 1984

E.M. Forster: 1879-1970
· Howards End
· A Passage to India
· A Room with a View

T.H. White: 1906-1964
· The Once and Future King


Graham Green: 1904-1991

· The Power and the Glory

Iris Murdoch: 1919-1999

· The Black Prince
1800-2000
“Wild Card” Author: 1800-2000
· Any  novel (approved by Don) by a major author who is mentioned in our British literature textbook



Syllabus: (The following dates are guidelines, not deadlines, for the material we will cover.  Therefore, all times are approximate.)

Theme: “The History of the British Novel from 1700 to 2000”

January



Literature: The Play: Shakespeare and His World and the Film, Shakespeare in Love


Grammar: Parts of Speech: Nouns, Pronouns, and Verbs



Vocabulary: Unit 7



Composition: Sentence Variety (Transitions, Introductions, and Conclusions)


February



Literature: Genre Studies and Literary Terms: The Play (continued): Shakespeare's Tragedy of Macbeth


Grammar: Parts of Speech: Adjectives; Adverbs; Prepositions; Conjunctions; and Interjections


Vocabulary: Units 8 and 9



Composition: 5-Paragraph SAT Style Essay

Due by Feb. 28 - Independent Reading: Honors Students Only: Teacher-Approved Novel of the Student's Choosing

March



Grammar: Parts of the Sentence; Phrases; Clauses; and Sentence Structure (plus "On the 'Write' Track")


Composition: 5-Paragraph Expository (Instructional) Cause and Effect Essay (1,000 words/4-pages, double-spaced) 



Vocabulary: Units 10 and 11


Literature: Genre Studies and Literary Terms: The Novel in British Literature

Due by March 30 - Independent Reading (All Students, including Honors Students): Teacher-Approved Novel of the Student's Choosing


Research: Annotated Bibliography and Outline for an MLA Research Paper on the History of the British Novel


April



Research Writing: MLA Research Paper on the History of the British Novel (8-page min. for regular classes; 12-

                                                          page min. for honors students)


Grammar: Diagramming; Verb Tenses and Voice; Subject/Verb Agreement; Correct Usage (plus "On the 'Write' 


   Track")



Midterm Exam (Optional for Those with an Average of 85% or above at Exam Time)



Vocabulary: Units 12 and 13



Literature: Genre Studies and Literary Terms: The Poem in British Literature


May

Due by May 4 - Independent Reading: (All Students, including Honors Students): Teacher-Approved Novel of the Student's Choosing
Literature: Genre Studies and Literary Terms: The Short Story in British Literature



Grammar: Capitalization; Punctuation; Abbreviations; and Numbers (plus "On the 'Write' Track")



Vocabulary: Units 14 and 15



Final Exam (Regardless of one's semester average, all must take it!  THIS IS A SCHOOL RULE FOR NON-SENIORS!)
