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                              “Chaos”

                                                     By Brit Butler

(An essay on the problem with the world’s focus on economic prosperity and false progression, Butler’s “Chaos” examines the damage it is doing to the human spirit.)

I could tell the minute I got in the door and dropped my bag I wasn’t staying.

This was one more place infiltrated by the hideous spread of chaos.  The same chaos that runs rampant throughout the civilized world today.  The human race’s existence is coming to a close.  I can feel it.  The cause is one that no one could predict or expect.  We will bring about our own destruction.

Economically and technologically, the world has never seen better times.  This prosperity will be our downfall.  While the economy is in great shape, it says nothing for the good of the people.  While it does assure the human race that we’re doing better than ever, with less homeless and hungry people and the longest life expectancy in history, it says nothing for the state of the human spirit.

Over the past 200 years, but particularly the last 50 years, human civilization has made advances in leaps and bounds: electricity, trips to outer space, landing on the moon, computers, and most recently, the internet.  These advances have caused human life to change.  We have always had a schedules, deadlines, and stress.  Now this has been taken to an extreme.  To sustain the pace of development and our way of life, we must work harder than we ever have.  Anyone who’s been through school or had a job working in a cubicle knows what I’m talking about.

Human beings were never meant to work under the conditions we do.  We’re under more pressure to perform than ever before.  Have you ever got up in the morning, looked in the mirror, and felt an anxious, gut-wrenching despair?  The miserable struggle that we experience day-to-day and call life was never meant to be like this.  The state of the economy and the “prosperity” and medical improvements says nothing for the state of our emotional and mental health.  Ten percent of the people in America suffer from depression every year.  We were not meant to have such difficult lives.  Human civilization will collapse.  We’re moving too fast and there is too much required to sustain ourselves.  We’ve overextended and left ourselves open to a fatal blow.  

It’s only a matter of time.
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