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- Introduction -

I began my teaching career in 1970 and have taught over thirteen hundred high school students in a number of courses at eight vastly different schools.  Some institutions were very exclusive college preparatory schools, while others provided education to adolescents with learning disabilities and other academic, social, and psychological challenges.  (The most fascinating schools in which I have practiced my profession were those within locked psychiatric units.  If you are interested in the various environments in which I have taught during my career, please refer to pages 3-5 of my resume at http://www.orgsites.com/ga/donald-gerz-literary-academic-works/Resume.doc.)

My teaching techniques are often unorthodox and usually in constant flux for a number of good reasons.  Unconventional and sometimes even radical instructional techniques and styles must be employed to create and maintain keen interest, to mitigate monotony while imparting basic skills, and especially to stimulate critical analysis and creative thinking among the exceptional and often difficult-to-reach students I have faced, particularity over the last 10 years or so.
Recently, I was challenged by an education professor at Kennesaw State University to compose my philosophy of education, one that clearly states what I try to do as a teacher and why.  Over the years, I have often shared my ideas on this subject, but I had never attempted to throw a net of words around what I do in my classroom since becoming a professional educator more than a third of a century ago.  It was an interesting and fruitful assignment.

(Continued)

The description and explanation below of my pedagogy is lengthy because I try to achieve much more than meets the eye when I am wearing the teaching and parenting hats.  I wish I could say that I accomplish all my goals all the time, but that would not be true.  This philosophy of teaching, like all ideals, is something I try to realize.  Often, I fall far short of my intentions.  However, as I point out to my students, it is better to fail at something magnificent than it is to be successful at something mediocre.
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Since teaching is a profession (the most important one of all) with specific responsibilities, here are the ideals and values to which I am committed as a professional language arts and English teacher:

1. I must provide my students with clear and functional techniques of language arts that will help them to read, write, speak, listen, view, and think at levels of proficiency according to each student’s ability.

2. Language skills are potent instruments for empowering students to profit from the experiences of others so that they may partake in the enduring dialogue of awareness and consciousness known as civilization.  I must help my students to participate in that universal conversation.
3. Attaining language skills enables one to travel vast distances of time and space in order to create selves rich in the lessons of the past in order to live in the present and prepare for the future.  I must provide tickets to my students to make those trips.

4. It is my duty to insert my students into the authentic world of examined human experience over vast stretches of time—a world made strange to them by the materialistic, uncritical, and cynical assumptions of our recent society.

(Continued)

5. It is my mission to encourage students to become involved and bonded with the unrealized and unfinished realm of humanity of which given cultures and civilizations are visible tips of hidden truths.

6. It is my job to involve my students in the universe of human potential known as humanity so the possibilities within their minds and souls may be transformed into incarnated realities of unbounded actualizations and unprecedented creations within genuine human structures.

7. Our world desperately needs honest persons who are perpetually and enthusiastically intrigued and involved with the mystery of life that has been, is, and will always continue to be experienced by intact humans as the ultimate faith, courage, and nobility that are the means of giving and receiving real love.  Consequently, as a teacher, I am charged with preparing students to live the adventures of life, knowledge, meaning, and wisdom.

8. It is my responsibility to assist humanity in its evolvement.  It is my sacred vocation to provide the world with what and whom it requires by assisting my students and children in giving birth to their true selves.

9. My students and children are my history.  My wealth is experience in, with, and of this world.  Indeed, the encounter with examined life is my being.  I choose to give all that I can give of myself in order to assist my students and children to transform primitive reality into a rich and meaningful life for us now and for those who will follow on the unfathomable journey of humanity.

10. Because of what I have observed in my classroom during the last three decades, I remain convinced that the parallel paths of radical involvement with the human condition and the willingness to move beyond the safety of defenses that no longer serve their original purposes are inevitable passages through which all of us must venture to discover and recover happiness within our true selves, the world, and beyond.

11. Therefore, with the intensity, endurance, and tenacity that one must have as a good teacher, I will continue to motivate and challenge my students by using diverse methods of instruction to inspire them to involve themselves constantly, courageously, and honestly with our shared human experience over eons of time and immeasurable space.
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Finally, I will continue to assure all that we are loved in infinitely diverse and dynamic ways…ways that we cannot comprehend at this time.
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