-WCBA Opposes Development of Prime Agricultural Land-

The loss of 2,100 acres of prime agricultural lands in Central O'ahu is only part of what is at stake when global real estate giant Cushman & Wakefield takes ownership of these lands.

In their May 18 issue, the Pacific Business News announced that New York based Cushman & Wakefield in partnership with Sofos Reality Corporation will be marketing former pineapple lands once owned by the George Galbraith Trust.  The privately owned company services commercial, industrial, resort, hotel, golf course, retail, office and multifamily properties.  Visit www.cushmanwakefield.com for more information.

The Wahiawa Community and Business Association will oppose any development plan that fall under their scope or real estate activities because of what is at stake.

1.
The loss of AG-1 zoned lands, the highest agricultural land designation by the State of Hawaii system.  O'ahu can ill-afford to lose anymore-large tracts of prime agricultural lands for a host of reasons.

· It will be a setback to Hawaii if we are to move towards food self-sufficiency and food security.

· Open spaces and scenic resources are critical to the visitors' experience and our own quality of life.  The vast majority of visitors who come to O'ahu have been here before and nearly half of them go to the North Shore.  These lands sit in the saddle of the Ko'olau and Waianae ranges and it is on the "Circle Island Corridor".  These lands represent part of O'ahu's "last stand" in terms of wide-open spaces.

· Irrigation of agricultural crops recharges our aquifers.

2. Development of these lands will remove a critical "agricultural buffer zone" or Army Compatible Use Buffer that could restrict the army's ability to train its troops here on O'ahu.  The majority of troops are based on this island but the U.S. Army provides a significant economic impact to the community and businesses throughout the state.  In fiscal year 2005, $1,896,800,000 was infused into Hawaii's economy.  The loss of training areas and access to training areas, because of nearby development, will reduce troop levels in Hawaii.  Any downsizing will negatively impact the health of our economy.

3. The integrity of the State Historic Monument Kukaniloko will be compromised if surrounded by development.  Kukaniloko provides a cultural experience for visitors and local residents alike and view plains are intrinsic to this historic site.

4. Management of Lake Wilson's water resource is critical to farmers from Wahiawa to the North Shore.  Lake Wilson provides an economically viable source of water for pineapple and other crop production.

Management of the lake's dam and water levels are also critical to flood risk issues in Waialua.

To disconnect viable agriculture on these specific 2,100 acres and the water adjacent to these lands threatens the sustainability of all North Shore agriculture.  Will the new owners be advocates for a reliable North Shore agricultural water supply?  Doubtful if they are converting these lands to residential subdivisions.  Lake Wilson water used for agriculture also recharges aquifer on the North Shore.

5. O'ahu is reaching its "tipping point" in terms of traffic, water, sewage, land-fills and energy when considering some of the projects already approved for development.  Agricultural lands from Wahiawa to the North Shore are under increasing development pressure and "Fake Farm" projects are sprouting along Kaukonahua Road down to Waialua with little public notice.

It will be a tall order for any one group to stand against over-development and loss of prime agricultural lands.  The potential long-term negative impact on our economy and quality of life are at stake.  We ask you to please join us in protecting these very important agricultural lands.  It will take a unified effort to protect what is left of the Hawaii we know it today.

Please visit our website at www.wahiawatown.org for future update.  You can e-mail us via our website or call (808) 621-6531 or mail your reply to the WCBA address.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Mahalo nui loa

