Wilkins PTO News
Whadaya Think?
Just a reminder to please complete the Wilkins PTO Survey! If you have misplaced, forgotten about, never received or
simply not yet completed your PTO survey that came home before spring break, you’re still in luck. You can find one
online at WWW.WILKINSPTO.ORG. Please return your completed survey to your child’s teacher this week. Your
opinion is important and will help provide valuable input and direction as we plan for next year and beyond.
And the THANK You GOES TO…SO many wonderful PTO volunteers who have helped with
events and activities this winter! The following is a partial list with more to highlight next month. THANK YOU TO:
*Dana Lampe and the Linn-Mar High School FBLA students/advisors who put on a great Family Fitness Night!
*Melissa Edgar who has co-chaired our Teacher Appreciation meals AND chaired the Family Fun Night Basket Raffle—
both big jobs into which she always pours her heart. YOU ROCK!
*All the MANY volunteers for Family Fun Night including the game co-chairs, Theresa Pint and Tracy Read (Theresa
also co-chaired Teacher Appreciations this year, and Tracy is in charge of our SCRIP program, too!) Thanks also to the
meal co-chairs Lisa Edwards and Heidi DeJong, and special thanks to Cheryl Niemeyer who again this year baked
MANY dozen cookies for this event! Thanks to all the basket coordinators, Pack 360 for clean-up duty, middle school
SODA students who did games, and many, many teachers and parents who gave time volunteering and/or donations of
both food and money. THANK YOU, one and all. Together, we raised over $7,000 for our school!
*Shelly Beaver and Michelle Heidelbauer, who co-chaired the WILKINS COOKBOOK project AND the Skate Nights!
*Michelle Dalton, who fearlessly led 166(!) children in our CRAFT CLUB for 3rd-5th graders during the lunch hour.
Thanks, also to Deana Benson who assisted her in this endeavor!
*Marcia Grassfield and Cindi Wibben who chaired a very successful holiday bazaar which raised nearly $900!
*Mary Lukefahr and Lori Allington, who chaired our Boxtops for Education drive, which made over $500!
*Kent Benson for his tireless effort in creating and maintaining WWW.WILKINSPTO.ORG!
HAVE YOU SEEN…the flyer which detailed where your hard-earned/donated PTO funds are spent? (If you
missed it—you guessed it—it’s on the website. WWW.WILKINSPTO.ORG.) As an addition to that list, we’d like to
highlight some of the most important funds the PTO designates each year: the TEACHER TEAM FUNDS. The teams
(six grade-level teams and two specials teams) were allotted $600 EACH to use this school year in this way::
Kindergarten--$473.95 for digital cameras/memory cards , $82.00 for Happy Joe’s Field Trip
1st Grade--$423.39 for indoor recess materials
2nd Grade—still deciding
3rd Grade--$469.73 for items including books, shelves, pencil sharpener and a listening center.
4th grade--$234.09 for books and $300 for computer jump drives
5th grade--$400 for Aquarium Field Trip, $207.62 for Explorer Books
Essentials Team—drying rack (Brubaker), stereo receiver (Watts)—each $200
Support Team—resistance tunnel (Hanna)--$169.86; beginning reader books (Miles/Tomash)--$170.50; math books
(Renner)--$82.81; book builder software (Trappe)--$181.50.
Coming soon…
*APRIL 9th—Wilkins Family Movie Night: SPACE BUDDIES! Admission is one canned food item for food pantry
donation. Free popcorn and drinks. Bring your family, sleeping bags, and pillows. 5:45 in the Wilkins Gym!
*APRIL 14th—PTO Meeting at 6:30 p.m. (pls. note time change) Election of a new Vice President will take place.
*APRIL 18th—spring clean up at Wilkins. 10a.m. to noon. ALL WILKINS FAMILIES ARE INVITED to come help rake,
mulch, clean up, plant, etc. Snacks will be provided. Questions? See Mr. Hansen or Mary Lukefahr.
SPEAKING OF…Mary Lukefahr…Mary has presented Wilkins PTO with a check for $750 that her employer,
Verizon, donated on her behalf for having volunteered for the PTO 50 hours! THANK YOU, MARY and VERIZON!
SEE THE BACK…to read the article prepared for the Linn-Mar PRIDE about our FABULOUS PTO!

Wilkins Elementary PTO

Our website, www.wilkinspto.org, proudly displays the Wilkins PTO motto: To promote a community
and school spirit within the Wilkins family of parents, teachers, and students that will encourage
friendship, education, and fun.
To that end, our PTO has been pleased to offer many free, family-focused activities to encourage
community-building and participation for all Wilkins’ children, their families and the staff. This school
year, we provided a free spaghetti dinner to over 600 people who attended our annual Open House
and Book Fair in mid-September, as well as a Read and Feed event with a free pizza meal and a
night of fun family reading. We hosted a Family Fitness Night, a Wilkins Night at the Pool, a Wilkins
Family Picnic, Family Movie Nights in both the fall and spring—all free to our families!
Wilkins PTO is very pleased that we are able to provide monthly appreciation meals for our wonderful
staff, with daily meals and treats during teacher appreciation week. We are able to help support the
faculty annually with $100 “start of the year” funds, as well as $600 “team” funds for each of our 8
teaching teams (6 grade-level teams plus 2 specials teams.)
To be able to provide these events and financial support, we—like most PTOs—are involved in
various fundraising efforts. We try to make fundraising dual-purpose whenever possible so that the
activities themselves help to promote a sense of community at Wilkins. This year our campaigns
included the annual Walk-a-thon, the annual Family Fun Night, a holiday bazaar, and a new Wilkins
Family Cookbook.
The Wilkins PTO looks at ways we can enrich, support, and supplement the education of our kids. As
a result of PTO-generated ideas, this year we have been able to offer a craft club and Spanish club
with new clubs on the horizon for next year. We are “testing” recess before lunch in one grade. Q
and A sessions with our new principal have been introduced in an effort to encourage open
communication between parents and staff.
As one of the oldest PTOs in the Linn-Mar district, we strive to uphold the great tradition of supporting
our families, faculty, and facilities through hands-on volunteerism, by promoting a sense of
community at Wilkins through activities and actions, and by financially supplementing the educational
endeavors of our staff whenever possible!

