I fished below American Falls the last two weeks of October.  A  

couple of observations seem to have become a reality.  There was an  

abundance of predatory, fish eating birds on the river until the 30th  

of October.  During the last week there were few pelicans but still  

about 150 plus cormorants roosting on the pipe line at dusk.  I  

mention this because there seemed to be a lot fewer fish in the river  

this fall.  Last fall the fish were very abundant and pretty easy,  

even John T. was able to hook a few.  This fall it was difficult and  

fish were much less abundant and mostly in the deeper water with  

current.  There was also an abundance of fisherman with many using  

garden hackle.  I have been using a 4 piece four weight with a goal  

to land a fish over 22 inches.  This fall I landed six or eight 20  

inch fish and two 21 inch fish.  Eighteen inches seemed to about the  

average.  The 31st was a difficult day, cold, windy and strikes were  

infrequent.  Of the 10 fish I landed there was one 20 inches and my  

holy rod grail, one 23.5 inches.  Pretty lucky given my lazy habit of  

not re-tying the fly after the tippet becomes chewed up.  But I know  

of the flys I've lost to fish that broke my 4X leader must have been  

over 24 inches, my new goal below the damn.  Skipp Rudd

