
Greetings Fellow Fly Fishers, 
 
It’s that time to get into the groove for another great fishing season.  What better way to 
get the bug to go fishing than head up to Idaho Falls for the 18

th
 East Idaho Fly Tying 

Expo.  There are so many fascinating events to choose from.  There is a Women’s 
Workshop, Tying Workshops, Casting Workshops and Fishing Workshops.  These 
workshops are in addition to the master tiers demonstrating throughout the day.  This 
year’s theme is “The Tradition Continues”.   Our club also has a tradition in supporting 
this outstanding event with volunteers.  Help out for a few hours of volunteering then 
take a break and explore all this Expo has to offer. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the board and the club for four great years as 
your president and current newsletter editor.  I look back on so many wonderful 
memories of being part of this the great club in this capacity and thank you for the 
opportunity to serve you.  This is my personal invitation to call on anyone interested in 
taking the reins in this capacity or as the newsletter editor to contact any board member 
listed on our web site.  In addition, we need board members to help guide this club into 
the future.  Read more about some of the exciting programs this club can take on as 
projects in this newsletter.  I’m sure you’ll agree there is an exciting future ahead for us.  
 
Best Fishes 
 
 

From The President 

Hello members and all folks affiliated with the South East Idaho Fly Fishers.  Here 
is our final program of our 2010/2011 club season. 
 
 
April 14, 2011 
 

Mr David Teuscher, IDFG fisheries biologist for our Region 5 will give us the scoop 
on everything from this year’s snow pack amounts, water quality, new regulations, 
updates on various reservoirs and rivers and what areas might be hotter to fish 
than others.  Bring your questions and enjoy an informative and fun filled evening 
with Mr. Teuscher.  His input and expertise can help do nothing but increase our 
fishing odds for another excellent fishing season here in Southeast Idaho. 
 
Come join us.  Remember, all of the meetings will be held at The Portneuf River 
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Stream Fishing Strategy  

Riffle, run, pool is the 

progression of a stream.  Cast 

upstream for a good drift while 

keeping a stealthy profile.  

Start fishing the riffle and work 

your way down the stream 

fishing the run and finally into 

the deeper pool.  This 

approach is used regardless of 
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In the past four years I have seen a tremendous transition of what our club looks 
like today.  There are so many great changes that have taken place.   Our club 
has a logo for the first time since its inception in 1972.  The logo is an artist’s 
rendition of the Yellowstone Cutthroat.  This is the species of fish that our club has 
worked for years to help preserve by building cross buck fencing on the Portneuf 
River above Lava Hot Springs for 5 miles on both side.  This logo provides a way 
to identify with a group of individuals who share in the love of the sport of fly 
fishing.  This logo also represents a board and club members who have brought 
you countless programs of insightful and informative program presenters, 18 
schools that are now participating in Trout in the Classroom, volunteers who 
participate in so many facets of the East Idaho Fly Expo and helping to raise funds 
for the Idaho Food Bank through the Sportsmen Against Hunger.  We can build 
upon this great heritage by getting involved and making a difference in many 
different ways.  The following are some of the very worthwhile projects our club 
can get take the initiative with as we move forward into an exciting future. 
 
Edson Fichter Community Pond Project ï (Community Project)  
 

Where to begin?  This project has so many great opportunities for our club.  At the 
grass roots, our club can roll up its sleeves and help bring this project into full 
reality.  Our club can not only assist monetarily with some of the costs, as 
volunteers we can physically help with putting the landscaping around the pond.   
With the pond in place, club volunteers can organize fly casting clinics, fishing 
techniques and tournaments.  When the Fish and Game fishing trailer is 
scheduled to be at the pond volunteers can assist people experiencing their first 
try at fishing for trout, bass and bluegill.  The opportunities are endless with having 
such a venue right in our own backyard. 
 
Boy Scout Fly Fishing Merit Badge Program  ï (TU National Program)  

 
The new Fly Fishing Merit Badge was established in May of 2002.  It gives Boy 
Scouts the opportunity to learn about fly fishing, fly tying, and fishing conservation.  
It also offers our club members the unique opportunity to share their fly fishing 
knowledge with our nation's youth.  Our local chapter canl be a primary source of 
angling expertise for tens of thousands of young Scouts who want to learn how to 
fly fish for trout and other species.  Acting as teachers, mentors, and friends, club 
members can help influence the ethics and practices of young fly fisherman 
around the country, creating future conservationists and protectors of our fishing 
resources.  Here are the qualifications to be a merit badge counselor: 1) Be at 
least 18 years old.  2. Be proficient in the merit badge subject by vocation or 
hobby.  3) Be able to work with Scout-age boys.  4) Be registered with the Boy 
Scouts of America 
 
First Cast Program ï (TU National Program)  

 
First Cast is TU's new nationwide initiative to introduce youth to coldwater 
conservation through angling.  The program is the result of a ground-breaking 
partnership between TU and the Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation 
(RBFF), working on the premise that many of our most dedicated conservationists 
are also avid anglers. 
 
Fly fishing is an ideal vehicle for encouraging youth to participate in coldwater 
stewarship.  In order to be a successful fly fisher, the young angler must develop 
an in-depth understanding of the aquatic habitat.  This leads to a feeling of 
"ownership" of the resource and a concern for its future.  As part of this effort to 
identify and train the next generation of coldwater stewards, youth fly fishing 
education has become an integral part of our overall youth education agenda. 

What Lies Ahead 
 

 
By Darrell Brown 

Please see What Lies Ahead  on page 4  

ñéThis project has so many great 

opportunities for our club...ò 

ñéinitiative to introduce youth 

to coldwater conservation 

through anglingéòò 

ñéas we move forward into an 

exciting futureéò 
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The Big Lost River is about 120 miles (190 km) long has two 
main tributary forks, the North Fork Big Lost River and the 
East Fork Big Lost River. The river originates in the Pioneer 
Mountains in Salmon-Challis National Forest, flows northeast 
then turns southeast, with the Lost River Range to the east 
separating the Big Lost River Valley from the Little Lost River 
Valley.  A dam impounds the river and creates Mackay 
Reservoir.  Near Arco the river enters the Snake River Plain, 
curves east and then northeast and enters the depression 
where the water flows into the ground, hence it was called the 
Big Lost River. 
 
With the new rules opening catch and release water, the Big 
Lost River will be great dry fly fishing.  Some dry fly 
suggestions would include midges, BWO’s and quite possibly 
caddis and even some skwala stoneflies.  Hopefully this river 
won’t blow out until early May!  There is plenty of access and 
one should be able to stay within the high water mark easily. 
Other flies could include CDC emergers, griffin gnats, BWO’s 
sparkle duns, small stimulators in dark colors, x-caddis, elk 
hair caddis are other real dry fly possibilities. 
 
Don’t forget about going with subsurface flies if the dry action 
doesn’t produce.  Glasshouse caddis, ultra zugs, prince 
nymphs, Copper Johns, along with the usual suspects are all 
excellent nymph selections. 
 
Good Luck and Good Fishing! 
 

Outfitters Fly Fishing Store on North Main in “Old Town” 
Pocatello.  The meetings will begin at about 7:00PM.  All 
are welcome to attend and there is no admission charge 
for any of the meetings. 
 
 

Best Fishes and Sincerely, 
 
Tom Banyas 
Programs Guy 
South East Idaho Fly Fishers 
 

 

John Taylorõs Hotspot 
Big Lost River 
By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor  

State of the W aters Address from  page 1  
ñéHis input and expertise 

can help do nothing but 

increase our fishing odds...ò 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy ï Fishing stillwater involves many facets to your method and approach.  Movement of fly, size, 

form, shade (overall dark or light) and color are all important   Changing anyone of these variables can add to your success 

and enjoyment on the water. 

 



 

 

SEIFF Club Chronicle ð April 2011  Page 4 

  

The First Cast program includes two integral components: 
 
Educational package . First Cast is based on a proven fly fishing education 

curriculum written by Phil Genova.  This flexible curriculum divides the skills of 
fly fishing into units and lessons and includes step-by step recommendations 
for organizing classes, events, field trips and community projects. 
 
Expertise . Club members can provide sponsorship and direct instructional 

support to schools and organizations in our community.  A full-time staff 
member of the TU national office is available to provide technical assistance to 
TU chapters and work with other affiliated organizations. 
 

Reel Recovery ï (National Progr am) 

This is a relatively new program that has now gotten established in the Boise area.  It 
was started in 2003 by a group of avid fly fishers inspired by their fishing buddy’s 
ongoing battle with brain cancer.  Witnessing first-hand the beneficial impact fly fishing 
provided their friend, the group created Reel Recovery to provide the same opportunity 
for other men battling the disease.  Reel Recovery is a national non-profit organization 
that conducts fly fishing retreats for men recovering from life-threatening cancer.   The 
purpose of this program is to provide a unique experience for men with cancer to share 
their stories, learn a new skill, form lasting friendships and gain renewed hope as they 
confront the challenges of their recovery. 
 
 

What Lies Ahead  from page 2  

Idaho Fish & Game 
By Bryan Grant, Manager Grace Fish Hatchery 

 

 

Your Local Fish Hatchery  

 
In today’s world, it’s difficult to find an inexpensive place to take the kids for a fun-filled afternoon.  One excursion that is sure to 
be a hit with kids young and old is a visit to your local Idaho Department of Fish and Game fish hatchery. 
 
Fish and Game operates 19 fish hatcheries statewide.  Visits are free and there are numerous activities available at a hatchery 
to entertain the kids while also teaching them the basics about fish life cycles.    
 
Southeast Idaho residents are fortunate to have two hatcheries in their backyards; one in American Falls, and one in Grace.  
For most folks here in southeast Idaho, driving to one of these hatcheries takes less than an hour.  Both hatcheries are open 7 
days a week, and staff is usually available from 8 am until 4 pm to answer questions. 
 
Some of the activities available at the Grace Fish Hatchery include: taking a self-guided tour with educational kiosks, feeding 
the fish, or enjoying a “nature” walk around the site. There is also a shaded park area which provides a great place for a picnic 
lunch with the family. Fishing at the hatchery is not permitted, except on Free Fishing Day when there is a fishing clinic for 
anglers age 14 and under and plenty of big “lunkers” to go around. 
 
Similarly, at the American Falls Hatchery, visitors can enjoy self-guided tours, feeding fish, and nature walks.  In fact, the site is 
bordered by a nature trail and offers some wonderful birding opportunities.  Fishing is not permitted at the hatchery, though 
anglers can park at the hatchery and access some great year round fishing on the Snake River. 
 
The Grace Fish Hatchery produces rainbow trout, lake trout and cutthroat trout (the state fish) which are stocked into waters 
throughout the state from March through November.  The hatchery at American Falls produces rainbow trout, brown trout, 
cutthroats, and rainbow/cutthroat hybrids which are stocked from February through November.   Visitors can see fish at the 
hatcheries 365 days a year, which means that any time is a good time to visit your local hatchery. 
 
For those interested in visiting our hatcheries, the Grace Fish Hatchery is located in Caribou County on State Highway 34, 
about 6 miles south of Grace. The hatchery has north and southbound signs which will easily direct visitors to the facility.  The 
American Falls Hatchery is located in Power County just outside of American Falls.  Just follow the signs on Highway 39 from 
the American Falls Dam.  For maps or directions to your nearest hatchery, visit fishandgame.idaho.gov.   
 
Group and school tours are available upon request.  Grace Hatchery staff can be contacted at (208) 427-6364, or contact the 
American Falls Hatchery at (208) 226-2015. 
 
We look forward to your visit! 
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Meeting Attendance 
Pete Griffin, John Taylor, Roger Thompson, Darrell Brown, Dan 
Murbarger, Denny Jones, Bud Smalley, Clyde Lowther, Vic 
Loiselle and Dave Johnson in attendance 
  
Financial Report 
Clyde reported that the club has $1637.31 in checking and 
$9306.63 in savings. 
  
Reel Recovery 
Pete Griffin gave the board  a report about a program called Reel 
Recovery.  It is a program that offers cancer survivors a chance 
to learn about fly fishing.  They teach them the basics and take 
them out on a stream with a host to give them an opportunity to 
see what it is like.  Often cancer patients feel hopeless about 
their situations and need a release from their stresses and fears 
and we all know what fly fishing can do to help you relax and find 
a release from the worries of life.  Reel Recovery is active 
around Boise, but hope to spread to Eastern Idaho.  Pete wanted 
us to be aware of this program if our club was approached for 
support financially and volunteers to help teach fly tying and 
casting as well as mentors to take people out on the water.  
Check out their web site at www.reelrecovery.org for more 
information. 
  
Trout Unlimited (TU) State Council Report 
Darrell reported that there were 19 people in attendance 
representing 5 TU clubs.  The different representatives shared 
what their clubs were involved in and they are planning on a 
resource sharing information area on the state TU website.  
Darrell also reported that we received notice from TU that TU's 
Embrace-A-Stream program had approved $5000.00 for our 
club's Dempsey Creek project.  He also informed us that there 
will be a Riparian Workshop in Boise presented by the Corps of 
Engineers.  
  
TU Chapter Efficiency Index 
Darrell passed around a report on our clubs efficiency index.  
(This is a table recording the volunteer hours our club members 
provide for club related activities.)  
  
Holt Arena Spring EXPO 
Roger invited our club to join his PRO booth at the spring EXPO, 
Holt Arena.  The board would like to have members man the 
booth Friday evening (Mar 25) and Saturday all day (Mar 26).   
Anyone willing to help are encouraged to show up.  

SEIFF Board Officers  
Darrell Brown, President  
Dan Murbarger, Vice -President 
Clyde Lowther, Treasurer  
Dave Johnson, Secretary 
Darrell Brown,  Webmaster/Newsletter Editor  
 
Website: Google òSEIFFó or 
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/in
dex.html  

  
Idaho Falls Fly Tying Expo 
Vic reported that we could still use volunteers both Friday and 
Saturday, April 15 and 16.  If you are available either of those 
days give Vic Loiselle a call and he will forward your name for 
scheduling.  Unscheduled volunteers are certainly welcomed. 
  
TU Bylaws Review 
Trout Unlimited sent out a set of suggested club bylaws for all 
associated clubs.  Darrell passed around a proposed set of 
bylaws with a few modifications that we agreed will fit our club 
better.  He will upload the ratified bylaws to TU National and 
send a copy to board members. 
  
Nominations for Club Officers 
Darrell has requested that the club look for a new president for 
the next year.  We agreed to bring this topic up at the next 
club meeting and in the club newsletter for possible 
candidates. 
  
Club Newsletter 
The deadline for submissions for next April’s newsletter is 
Monday.  Most of the normal submissions are covered for this 
issue. 
  
Club Chairs 
The last couple of meetings we had enough attendance to 
max out seating available.  The board moved and passed a 
motion to purchase 10 more folding chairs for club use. 
  
Trout Unlimited National Meetings 
The Trout Unlimited annual national meeting will be held in 
Bend Oregon September 14-18, 2011.  They have asked for 
donations from chapters for fundraising items.  The board 
voted to match donations from club members up to $300.00 to 
purchase items to donate.  Roger offered to provide items at 
his cost from PRO for this purpose. 
  
Reimbursement 
  
The board voted to reimburse Darrell to the amount of 
$150.00 to cover some of his costs in attending the State 
Council TU meeting he attended and reported on. 
 

March Board Meeting 

Minutes By Dave Johnson, Secretary 

Upcoming Club Program  
 
April 2011 ð òState of the Watersó Address ð 
 Dave Teuscher 

Upcoming Events  
 
April 20 11 ð Wasatch Fly Tying and Fishing Expo 

 East Idaho Fly Tying Expo 
 

More information available at òSEIFFó website 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter send your 

article to: Darrell Brown at dbrown1601@cableone.net. 

 

http://www.reelrecovery.org/
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/index.html
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/index.html
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