
  

Season’s Greetings, 
 
As of Thursday November 3

rd
 I am the newly elected President of SEIFF.  It was a 

landslide victory mainly because I ran unopposed.  So I thought for my first entry for the 
newsletter I would tell you a little bit about myself.  I was born and raised in Southeast 
Idaho.  I moved to Pocatello in 1989 after being named Branch Manager for Bonneville 
Industrial Supply Company (BISCO) where I am still employed to this day.  For many years 
I lived the footloose fancy free life of a bachelor, traveling and fishing wherever, and 
whenever I wanted.  Then one day I met my lovely wife Michele and we settled down to 
start a family.  We have been married for ten years, and have a six year old daughter 
Payton, and a three year old boy named Brody.  My style of fishing has changed drastically 
lately, from famous trout streams with expensive fly rods, to spinning rods, worms, and 
marshmallows.  The day will come when I get fly rods in their hands but for now we are 
sticking to the basics. 
 
 I first became involved with SEIFF in the early nineties.  I was basically recruited by then 
President Rob Gregoire, and I loved building fence on the Upper Portneuf.  Later I became 
a board member and served as Conservation Chair.  Around that time the Idaho Council of 
Trout Unlimited was trying to connect with all the chapters across the state, and I 
volunteered to be the liaison between the chapter and ITU.  Two years later I was elected 
Council Chair, where I served for two years.  After that I was elected as the Idaho 
representative to TU’s National Leadership Council (NLC).  With my kids growing up and to 
the age where we can do the fun things, I decided to take a break from the whole 
“volunteer” thing.  Then earlier this year Bud Smalley approached me about the chapter 
president job, and after long deliberation I decided to go ahead with it.  This club means a 
lot to me.  I’ve had some great times working on conservation projects with some of you in 
the past, and look forward to more of it in the future.  There are some great projects in the 
works right now, and I will need everyone’s help to see them come to fruition. 
 
Special thanks to Darrell Brown who served as our Chapter President for four years.  The 
normal term is two years, so Darrell stepped way above and beyond what most would have 
done.  Thank you Darrell.  We have a great board of directors, and I hope they stay on to 
help. If there are concerns, questions, or items you would like to discuss concerning the 
chapter, please send me an e-mail anytime to tcarter@biscoif.com.  
 
Best Fishes 

From The President 

 
 
For more than a decade, the idea of a community fishing pond right here in Pocatello has 
been the dream of the Idaho Department of Fish and Game.  Now it is a long-awaited 
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Stream Fishing Strategy 

You cannot go splashing into 

the water and start looking 

around for a good spot to fish. 

Reading the water is best 

done from a short distance 

back. You may have to make a 

crawling approach at times. 

You need to make a decision 

based on your own skills, 

especially casting. 

mailto:tcarter@biscoif.com
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Let’s not even talk about the fact that the Pocatello area received about 2 inches of snow 
yesterday/today and the temperature outside at my home this morning was 23 degrees. 
What absolute beautiful weather we were blessed with in September  and most of  October. 
The first part of November has truly gone away and it appears that we are in for an early 
and long winter here in Southeast Idaho. 
 
Well, we can’t do anything about the weather anyway, so we have to monitor and adjust to 
conditions. 
 
This brings me to a very important point.......many of us  will still continue to fight the winter 
elements , either be it winter flyrodding, ice fishing , snow machining or just sitting down on 
various evenings or weekends at the fly tying bench tying and creating/recreating our 
favorite patterns for the upcoming season.  Hopefully, we can still dream about the great 
hatches of insects and the patterns that we tie to match Mother Nature.  Yes, I too am 
saddened about the weather, but we have a special opportunity here!  
 
The SEIFF December meeting is the perfect event to get rid of some of that early winter 
“funk” and look ahead as opposed to backwards. 
 
This upcoming meeting on Thursday December 8 is purely a social event inviting everyone-
members and non-members (kids too, please) alike to enjoy the warmth of each others 
company and watch anyone that wants to-to tie some of their favorite patterns, or just sit 
watch and listen to many very fine and talented local tiers weave their webs of angling 
deception in their own special ways. 
 
All that the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers offers is open to anyone and free to the public. It is 
always a pleasure to see both old and new faces alike.  Please come join us? 
The meeting /social /open tying-is Thursday December 8 at The Portneuf River Outfitters  
Fly Fishing Store on North Main in “Old Town” Pocatello.  We will begin about 6:45 PM. 
Bring some of your tying stuff or just come along for the fun. 
I truly hope to see you there !!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Banyas, programs guy for the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. 

 

Open Tying ð Bring a Friend Night 
 
By Tom Banyas, Program Chair 
 

ñéThe SEIFF December 

meeting is the perfect event to 

get rid of some of that early 

winter ñfunkò and look ahead...ò 

 

 ñAll that the South East Idaho 

Fly Fishers offer is open to 

anyone and free to the public.ò 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy ï A key to successful stillwater fishing is to fish at the right depth.  When catching smaller fish that 

you can retrieve the line by hand, leave the line lay in your float tube apron.  Once you have released your catch you can 

then let your line out at exactly the same depth as before. 

Previous Open Tying Events  
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For November/December's hot spot Springfield reservoir is 
a great destination!  The fish & game has planted around 
1000 rainbows in the 14-18 inch range and they are eager 
to take your choice of flies! This body of water should not 
freeze over until late December or early January. 
 
You can pontoon or float tube over most of the lake until 
most of the lake freezes over.  Plus you can wade the west 
bay all winter as it never completely freezes over.  Another 
advantage is the wind is blocked (most of the time) by a 
high bank.  Leeches, streamers, scuds, and chromonids 
stripped or with strike indicators are good choices to try!  
Good luck and good fishing!!!! 

 
Good Luck and Good Fishing 

 

reality. 
 
Idaho Fish and Game welcomed the public to a grand opening of the 
community fishing pond at Edson Fichter Nature Area on October 28

th
.  The 

nature area, located behind Indian Hills Elementary on Cheyenne Avenue in 
Pocatello, opened at 3:00 pm that day at which time anglers were invited to 
wet a fly or dunk a worm in the new 3-acre pond. 
 
The fishery was stocked with rainbow trout ranging in size from 10-inch 
catchables to lunkers weighing almost 6 pounds.  Approximately 200 of the 
yellow-phase banana trout—a public favorite-- also called the pond home.  
The daily catch limit is 6 fish.  All anglers 14 years of age and older must are 
required to have a valid Idaho fishing license. 
 
Anglers were able to fish from docks and from an extensive open shore.  In 
the spring, the site will be covered with new vegetation, and future phases will 
include the completion of a paved pathway around the pond as well as the 
addition of landscaping, pavilions, picnic benches, and other amenities.  
 
As a Fish and Game employee, I am thrilled to have a local location for 
hosting fishing clinics and other public fishing events.  As a parent, I can’t wait 
to take my daughter fishing—even if it is only for an hour after school.  
 
Fish and Game appreciates the public’s support and the many donors who 
gave time, energy, and funds to this new community asset.  For more 
information about the pond and the grand opening, please contact Fish and 
Game at 208-232-4703. 
 
Jennifer Jackson is the Regional Conservation Educator for the Idaho Department of 
Fish and Game, southeast region. 

 

John Taylorõs Hotspot 
Springfield Reservoir 

By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor 

Pond Open ð Jennifer Jackson page 1 

Springfield Reservoir 
43.079734,-112.690544 

 

More information 

about your local 

Fish & Game can 

be found at their 

website 

http://fishandgame.id
aho.gov/cms/fish/ 
 

 

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/fish/
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Area Fishing Reports 
South Fork 
Flows have stayed steady at 4,000cfs.  Water temps will be dropping as we continue to get this cold 
cold weather in the mornings.  Blue Wing Olive hatches are most likely finished with but Midges will 
still continue to hatch.  Look for fish feeding on them in the foam lines, eddies, and the calm flats.  
Nymphing is probably the best action you will find for catching fish.  Streamer fishing will also 
produce some fish as well.  Optimal days are when its overcast and snowing above freezing temps 
when it comes to streamers.  As the water temps drop slow down your presentation with streamers 
 
Big Lost 
Below the dam has been the most consistent of all our fisheries.  There are still BWO’s in sizes 18-
24 and on the right day, which is usually cloudy you can see some very good dry fly fishing.  I like 
Hackle Stackers and Gulpher Specials on top and a Harrop CDC emerger for those fish feeding on 
the emergers. Midges will be important for the rest of the winter months and a Trailing Shuck Midge 
in a size 20-22 will take fish on the top.  Use brassies and midge biots in smaller sizes for nymph 
fishing along with the usual assortment of Zebras and rainbow Warriors.  The best fishing is in the 
afternoons in the warmest part of the day.  Trail creek Summit  will close soon due of snow. 
 
The Henryôs Fork 
Inspection work on Ashton Dam requires reducing flows as low as 300 cfs from time to time over the 
next week.  This fluctuation will impact turbidity in the river as well as fish activity.  PacifiCorp will 
begin filling Ashton Reservoir on November 28th.  Best news is that because Island Park Reservoir 
holds abundant water, flows out of Island Park Dam will be at least 500 cfs through the winter.  This 
is great news for fish especially the youngest, which need bank side water for shelter.  Best way to 
enjoy top water fishing on the river now is with midge life cycle patterns, as BWOs will begin to 
diminish.  Nymph patterns will also work, but streamer fishing is the best way to encounter the 
largest fish these days. 
 
Portneuf River 
This is one of the best times to be on the Portneuf.  The recreationists have all but totally 
disappeared, the water quality and quantity are perfect, and the weeds are gone.  The browns are 
spawning and very aggressive and territorial.  BWO’s and midges for top water and nymphing, and 
streamers for some real excitement. 
 
Bear River  
Ordinarily the Bear would be a great place, but lots of water (3 times normal), is being released.  
Keep in touch.  It should be good if and when the water level goes down. 
 
Lower Blackfoot  
The Lower Blackfoot, below the Blackfoot Reservoir Dam, has been fishing and catching very well 
this fall.  Better than most of the recent years.  Streamers have always been the main player, and 
this year is no exception.  Be careful not to drive down into the canyon if the weather looks the 

leas t bit wet.  You might get to spend more time there than you want! 

Reports Provided By 

All Seasons Angler  

 

Lightning Bug - Fly of the Month  
Courtesy of Portneuf River Outfitters 

Hook: Dai Riki 135 12, 14, 16, or 18 
Thread: Unithread 8/0 (72 denier) in color to match dubbing 
Tail: Pheasant tail barbs, about 5-6 
Under body: Pheasant tail barbs 
Body: Gold/Silver mylar tinsel #14 
Dubbing: red, or carmel natural dubbing or ice dub (my favorite) 
Bead: Silver Tungsten Bead 1/8” for 12 & 14, 3/32” for 16 & 18 
Ribbing: gold or silver “BR” size Ultra Wire 
 
There are many variations of this fly. It seems that everyone has one that’s just a little different from 
the others. 
 
Flatten the barb, slide the bead on, up to the eye.  Start the thread at the bead and wind to the tie-in 
point just a little less than half-way around the bend of the hook.  Tie in 5-6 pheasant tail fibers. Length 
of tail is just a little less than the hook gap.  When you’re done tying in the barbs, wrap the thread to 
the bead, then wrap the pheasant tail fibers to that point and tie off, cutting off excess.   

Please see Lightning Bug on page 5 
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Attendance 
 

Bud Smalley, Roger Thompson, Darrell Brown, Dam 
Murbarger, Clyde Lowther, Todd Carter and Dave Johnson 
 
Minutes from the last meeting were read and approved as 
read. 
 
Finances 

Checking       $ 5,774.66          Savings    $11052.69 
 
Pebble Project 

We discussed the potential commitment of SEIFF for 
$30,000.00 toward the 319 Grant. This money is identified as 
"soft" money.  This means that club members volunteer 
hours, equipment used, and mileage can be claimed toward 
meeting this amount.  $10,000 from the Embrace-A-Stream 
grand counts toward the amount, and money contributed by 
others through the club can also be credited toward meeting 
this amount.  A motion was made and carried to continue 
pursuing this grant. 
 
Community Pond 

We discussed options SEIFF could use to support this 
project.  We talked about helping to provide signs promoting 
anti littering.  Todd had suggested that he might be able to 
get garbage cans donated to place around the area.  He said 
when he mentioned this to Fish and Game the said they did 
not want garbage cans, because this would require someone 
to regularly empty them.  They prefer to promote people 
packing out their own trash.  Darrell also suggested we might 
consider providing things like benches or gazebos.  He will 
contact Fish and Game to see what they might appreciate 
the club providing for this project. 
 
Programs 

December’s club meeting will feature OPEN TYING 
 
Newsletter 

Next month’s newsletter has almost all articles ready for 
print. 
 
Club Hats 

A motion was made and passed for Darrell to have 15 to 20 
SEIFF hats made up as we are down to just a few left. 
 
Debit Card 

A motion was made to procure a Club debit card in Todd’s 
name so we don't have to keep using checks. The motion 
was passed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 
DEMO & CLASSES - Portneuf River Outfitters 
 

Marc Beitia is going to conduct an intermediate fly tying class 
here at our shop beginning Thursday, December 1, 2011 and 
running through Saturday, December 17, 2011.  Thursday 
Sessions will be 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and the Saturday 
Sessions will run from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for a total of 6 
sessions.  Cost of the class is $60 per person, and does not 
include tools or materials.  Payment must be made by 
November 25, 2011.  This class fills quickly.  Class size is 
limited to 8 students. 
 

SATURDAY FLY TYING ï All Seasons Angler  

 
10:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M., Saturdays from November 19th, 
2011 through March 31st, 2012 
 
Our 2011-2012 tying demo schedules begin on Saturday 
November 19th.  Expect another “star-studded” schedule for 
the 2011-2012 season. We are currently filling Saturdays at 
the front end of the schedule.  Here is the first part of the 
schedule into December 2011.  
 
Saturday, November 19th:  Frank Meek 
Saturday, November 26th: Dennie Edwards 
Saturday, December 3rd: Pat Gaffney 
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Tie in the gold/silver mylar tinsel and the gold or silver brassie 
wire at the same point at which the barbs begin to stand off 
from the bend of the hook.  Wrapping with gold side of the 
mylar up, will result in the silver side being on the outside 
(visible) and the gold side being on the inside (underneath).  
Wrap the tinsel to the bead, tie off, and cut off.  Wrap the gold 
or silver wire in a spiral pattern that will result in about 5-6 
wraps from the tie-in point to the bead.  Tie off wire, break the 
wire rather than cut.  Dub in a bunch of the dubbing to result in 
a size about the same size as the bead. Tie off, whip finish 
and apply head cement.  I tie this in size 16, with silver 
tungsten bead, red ice dub, silver brassie wire and silver mylar 
for the body, but as I said above, there are many, many 
variations, all called Lightning Bugs! 

 

 

November Board Minutes 
By Dave Johnson 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
January 2012 ï Western Idaho Expo, Boise 
 

More information available at ñSEIFFò website 

Area Demo Tying & Classes 



Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers 
P. O. Box 293 
Pocatello, ID 83204-0293 
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