
Greetings Fellow Fly Fishers, 
 
We have an exciting event coming up the end of this month with the 4

th
 Annual Sportsmen 

Against Hunger Fund Raiser for the Idaho Food Bank. 
 
This event will again be held this year at the Cal Ranch store on the last Saturday, January 
29 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  The club will have an informational booth and will feature a 
ñfirst time tiersò table for anyone who would like to try tying their first fly.  It brings back 
memories of my first fly I tied. 
 
So come and join the fun for as many hours as you would like and enjoy teaching others how 
to tie their first fly or just visit with people about our club. 
 
We also have the 18

th
 Annual East Idaho Fly Tying Expo in mid April.  Our club will once 

again support this much anticipated event.  One of our long standing traditions is to provide 
flies for the raffle.  This is a great way to participate by donating some of your favorite flies for 
this event.  We will announce when the fly boxes become available for pick up at Rogerôs 
store. 
 
Best Fishes  
 
 
 

From The President  

Hello members and all folks affiliated with the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. We finally have 
our programs squared away for the remainder of the 2010-2011 meeting season. 
Here goes! 
 
Thursday February 10. 
 
Mr. Bruce Staples, will present a program dealing with fishing many of the lesser 
known/fished waters of the greater Yellowstone area, including Yellowstone National Park. 
Donôt be fooled by the term ñlesser knownò as Bruce absolutely loves fishing smaller, less 
traveled waters for quite large fish! 
 
Bruce has spent over 40 years in Idaho and has acquired a tremendous wealth of 
knowledge and information concerning YNP and its surroundings. 
 
Besides being quite an accomplished and published author, Bruce also has received 
numerous awards for his outstanding fly tying skills as well. Among the most prestigious 
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Stream Fishing Strategy  

Fly fishing drop offs in rivers 

by casting to the shallows 

upstream of the drop off and 

letting flies drift off the drop 

and into deeper water. This is 

particularly effective with 

nymphs.  The shallow water 

areas are generally productive 

with lots of food and the deep 

water affords fish protection 

from predators and a place to 

escape bright sun in the 

middle of the day. 
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At one of the SEIFF club meetings during the 2008/2009 season Marc Beitia presented 
a slide show about backpacking into remote areas after large trout.  He showed 
pictures from hikes into the Thoroughfare area of Yellowstone, the Bob Marshal 
Wilderness in Montana, the Big Creek area in Central Idaho and various other areas he 
has been to.  The area that really got my attention was the Wind River Mountains in 
Wyoming.  Not only was the scenery fantastic, the fishing was remarkable as well.  
This area has Golden trout that are trophy sized as well as cutthroat, brook trout, 
grayling and lake trout.  
 
The very next week, at work, my friend Ron, who had been my backpacking partner for 
the past three or four years,  came into my office and asked me if I would consider 
going on a backpacking trip into the Wind River Mountains the first week in August 
(2009).  I was seated when he asked me, and I think that my jaw probably dropped 
almost into my lap.  It was not hard to find an answer.  Yes! Yes! Yes! This, for me, 
was a dream come true.  
 
I bought books about fishing high mountain lakes, paying special attention to tactics for 
Golden trout.  I bought the two Earth Walk maps, covering the entire Wind River 
Range.  I bought new hiking boots, and a new larger backpack, to accommodate the 
gear for an extended trip. (We were planning on staying for ten days.) I read everything 
I could find about the Wind Rivers area. 
 
Ron and I took off from work at noon on Wednesday, August 5th, and drove over to a 
campground on the Hoback River, south of Jackson Hole, where we ate our supper 
and set up our tent for the night.  Walker Howell and his hiking buddy, Bill, were going 
to meet us here.  Walker, who also works at the INL, had invited Bill, from Texas, who 
flew into the Jackson Hole airport, where Walker picked him up.  They arrived at the 
campsite about 9:00.   Thursday, we drove into Pinedale, Wyoming to eat breakfast 
and Bill and Walker purchased fishing licenses. I had picked up my license in Afton, 
where Ron and I had stopped to get supper the night before. We drove on up to the 
trailhead at Elkhart Park, and were on the trail by about 10:00.  
 
Our goal was to get to Eklund Lake to set up camp.  This would entail about seven 
miles of hiking, and we thought that would be a good break-in distance.  The scenery 
was everything I had expected, but Ron and I had very heavy packs, and Ron seemed 
to be struggling more than I had expected him to.  
 
On the trail into camp, we met several people who were hurrying to get out to the 
trailhead, before a predicted storm front reached the area.  The sky was threatening, 
and it started to rain, just as we got within sight of Eklund.  We hurried and found a 
place to set up our tents, and were able to stay fairly dry until the rain let up.  We were 
able to cook supper, and then the rain came back in force, so we settled in for the 
night.  Ron and I were sharing his tent, and we found it leaked profusely. We were 
awake a good part of the night, trying to keep our gear dry.  Finally, the rain let up, and 
we were able to get some sleep.  
 
The next morning, the storm had passed, and we were able to let our tents and gear 
dry out a bit before we packed up to continue on with our trek. While eating breakfast, I 
spotted a small white animal in the bushes, and all four of us were able to see our first 
albino pine squirrel.  Friday, our hiking took us up past Maryôs Lake and on down to 
ford Pole Creek, just below Pole Creek Falls, where we joined the Highline Trail and 
headed toward Angel Pass. At the ford, we stopped for lunch, and I was able to catch 
several 8 to 10 inch brookies.  The guys were quite impressed. 
 
After lunch, we soon came to a steep stretch up switchbacks, and Ron really started to 
have trouble getting his breath.  This was not normal for him, as he runs marathons 
and is usually in better shape than I am.  I stayed back with Ron, while Walker and Bill 
headed on up to Lower Cook Lake to find us a camping spot.  Another storm front was 
coming in, and we hoped to, again, get our tents set up before the weather closed in. 
We made it, but Ron was really having problems.  We thought he might be suffering 
from altitude sickness. After supper we turned in as snowflakes started to fall.  

A Dream Comes True  
Part 1 in a two part series  

 By Dave Johnson 

Please see Dream Comes True on page 4  

ñéWe hurried and found a place 

to set up our tents, and were 

able to stay fairly dry until the 

rain let up....ò 

ñéThe next morning, we woke 

up to about two inches of fresh 

snow...ò 
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February is a great month to be fishing this canyon south of 
Grace, Idaho.   The water is clear and very wade able with good 
access above and below the footbridge down by the parking lot. 
 
There a lots of rainbows, occasional cuts and the rare brown 
trout.  There should be spawners coming up from Oneida 
reservoir headed up the canyon. 
 
Midges, BWOôs small bead heads, egg patterns and small 
streamers should produce. 
There are lots of shelves, pockets, riffles and holes to try your 
luck in. 
 
Best Fishes 

 

 
Directions to Crystal Springs Pond:  
 
Take I-15 (US-30, US-91, McCammon, Salt Lake) ramp 

 

Take Exit 47 (BUS I-15, US-30 E, McCammon, Soda Springs, 
Montpelier) on right 

Turn left onto BUS I-15 (US-30, W Portneuf Rd) 

Continue onto BUS I-15 (US-30) 

Turn right onto ID-34 

You are at Grace, Caribou, ID, USA  
 

 

awards are included: 1990-Western Rocky Mountain Council fly tier of the year. 
2001- The Buz Buszic Memorial Award for fly tying excellence and the FFF Charlie 
Brooks Life Award.  Locally, Bruce has been instrumental in the creation and 
continuation of the Southeast Idaho Fly Tiers Expo in Idaho Falls from its inception 
over a decade ago. 
 
Bruce also works part time at Jimmyôs All Season Angler fly shop in Idaho Falls. He 
never ceases to amaze me of his knowledge of YNP and the surrounding area 
when answering questions and informing fishermen/hikers about many of the 
lesser known and traveled areas of the park. 
 
Come and enjoy an extremely informative presentation about a beautiful area of 
the world right at our doorstep. 
Prior to the presentation Bruce will tie some of his favorite fish catching patterns for 
you. 
 
Best Fishes and 
Sincerely, 
 
Tom Banyas, Programs guy for the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. 
 

John Taylorõs Hotspot 
Black Canyon  
By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor  

Fishing Yellowstone Rivers from  page 1  

ñéHe never ceases to amaze 

me of his knowledge of YNP 

and the surrounding area...ò 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy ï 

Rainbow trout cruise around, many times in schools, looking for food.  They also can change location throughout the day.  If 

you have fished the same spot for half to three quarters of an hour and had no takes, try another spot.. 
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The next morning, we woke up to about two inches of fresh snow, and it was still 
snowing. It was hard to believe that this was Saturday, August 8th. Our plan had 
been to hike from here up past Spider Lake and cross Angel Pass to the East 
side of the Continental Divide. But with Ron having so much trouble, and snow 
making climbing over the pass so hazardous, we decided to stay here another 
night and let Ron get some rest.  There were two other hikers, camping near us, 
who tried to go up past Spider Lake to Angel Pass.  They came back in a couple 
of hours, and reported that the higher they went, the heavier it snowed, so they 
had to turn back.  The storm moved out by about 10:00, and the sun came out 
to melt most of the snow around our camp by noon.  Bill, Walker and I decided 
to try our luck fishing.  The lake proved to be pretty slow fishing for us, so we 
went down along the outlet and had much better luck catching pan sized 
brookies.  We kept a few, and ate some with lunch and supper.  
 
Read the conclusion of this fascinating story, ñDream Comes Trueò, in the 
March Newsletter 

Dream Comes True  from page 2  

Idaho Fish & Game  
By Jennifer Jackson, Regional Conservation Educator 

 
The dream of our areas first community pond is becoming more a reality.  Fish & Game is in its final 
stage of preparing a bid package to solicit bids for the excavation and construction of our areas first 
community pond.  If all goes well with the bids, construction will begin this spring when the weather 
permits. 
  
Fish and Game evaluated 5 different possible sites for a community fishery within Pocatello and 
selected the Edson Fichter Nature Area located in south Pocatello off Cheyenne Avenue.  This site 
offered a number of distinct advantages: 1) Fish and Game owns the land; 2) the site is located in 
close proximity to a school and residential community, receiving 37,466 visitors in 2007 and 47,093 
visitors in 2008; 3) it is connected to the Portneuf Greenway; 4) it has an established point of diversion 
for water; and 5) some infrastructure is in place already, including parking and some utilities.  Owning 
the property played an important factor in the overall costs in developing this community pond. 
 
As currently designed, fill from the pond excavation of about 15 feet deep will be used to build a berm 
along the existing railroad tracks and property boundary to visually screen and muffle sounds from the 
nearby railroad. Site design will also comply with Americans with Disabilities Act requirements.  The 
pond will also  such great useable amenities as picnic tables, benches, paths around the pond, two 
fishing docks and an attractive pavilion.  
 
For local residents, the Community Fishing Pond at the Edson Fichter Nature Area will mean 
something a little different than the other year round fisheries here in southeast Idaho-- it will provide a 
truly local fishing opportunity where someone with a little time on their hands can do some fishing 
without leaving town.  The pond will initially be stocked with rainbow trout of catchable size.  Once the 
pond conditions are established, the pond will also be stocked with bluegill and bass in proper 
proportional numbers.   
 
"Our goal is to provide a great fishing experience for families, kids and first-time anglersò explains 
David Teuscher, regional fisheries manager with Fish and Game's southeast regional office. ñWhat a 
unique way to connect people to the resource, and it can happen right in our own backyards."   David 
also hopes that this community pond concept will lure youngsters outdoors and try the sport of fishing. 
 
Like all fishing areas throughout the state, a fishing license will be required.  However, anyone can 
take advantage of the Fish & Game Fishing Trailer.  Wherever the trailer travels during the fishing 
season and is parked at a particular site, people can fish without a license when using the borrowed 
fishing equipment. 
 
The community pond will also benefit another youth program that is well established in Pocatello, Trout 
in the Classroom.  Students grow fish from the egg stage in their classroom and at the end of the 
school year the young fingerling can be conveniently released right in their own backyard, the 
community pond. 
 
Best Fishes 

ñé the Community Fishing 

Pond at the Edson Fichter 

Nature Area will mean 

something a little different 

than the other year round 

fisheries here in southeast 

Idaho...ò 
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Attendance: 

Darrell Brown, Roger Thompson, Bud Smalley, Tom Banyas, 
Clyde Lowther, Denny Jones, Dan Murbarger, John Taylor and 
Dave Johnson in attendance 
  
Simplot Environmental/Riparian Project(s) 
   Alan Prouty representing the J. R. Simplot Company met with 
the board.  He asked us if our club had any wetlands/riparian 
improvement projects needing financial resources.  The Simplot 
Company, as part of their state and federal permitting process, 
has money to fund projects that benefit wetlands/riparian areas. 
We identified the Dempsey Creek restoration project, the 
Williams property restoration project and the Pebble Creek 
restoration project.  Since the Pebble creek project is scheduled 
to start in 2012, he was more interested in the other two projects, 
at this time.  He will have an independent agency come assess 
the projects to see if these projects satisfy the guidelines that 
Simplot's needs to meet for the funding. He thinks that they 
should. 
  
   Darrell also thanked him for the matching funds that Simplot 
gave to the club for Trout in the Classroom equipment 
purchases. 
  
Financial Report 
   Clyde reported that the bank records show $9,238 in savings 
and $970 in checking.  Darrell informed us that deposits have 
been made since the bank report was posted. 
  
Future Programs 
   Tom Banyas reported that Bruce Staples will present a 
program for our March meeting.  John Stennorson has agreed to 
do a presentation for the April meeting and Dave Teuscher from 
Idaho Fish and Game will do a State of the Waters presentation 
for the May meeting. 
  

Ketchum On The Fly, John Huber Update 
   Darrell informed the board that he had presented John with 
the clubs gift in appreciation for his presentation for the club.  He 
was grateful and Darrell felt that he would be willing on coming 
back at a future date. 
  

SEIFF Board Officers  
Darrell Brown, President  
Dan Murbarger, Vice -President 
Clyde Lowther, Treasurer  
Dave Johnson, Secretary 
Darrell Brown, Webmaster/Newsletter Editor  
 
Website: Google òSEIFFó or 
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/in
dex.html  

TU Chapter Efficiency Index Update 
   Darrell passed around a copy of the volunteer hours for the 
club. 
  
Sportsmen Against Hunger 
   CAL Ranch will host this event on the last Saturday in 
January. Our club will offer a ñfirst time tiersò instruction table.  
The organizers have asked supporting groups to donate 
money or raffle items for the "Poker Run."  We talked about 
donating $50.00 and Roger offered to provide a Rod/ Reel 
and line combo pack for the $50.00.  The board made a 
motion to accept Roger's suggestion and donate the Combo 
package. 
  
Lapel Pins 
   Darrell reported that he had ordered 100 lapel pins with the 
club's logo on them for sale at club meetings and events. 
  
Club Board Members 
   We discussed the current list of club board members as 
found on the club web site.  
  
Newsletter Articles and Contributions 
   The deadline is Monday following the board meeting. 

Board Meeting Minutes  
By Dave Johnson, Secretary 

Upcoming Club Program  
 
February 10 ð Fishing the Rivers of Yellowstone 
ð Bruce Staples 
 

Upcoming Events  
 
January 29 ð Sportsmen Against Hunger ð Cal 
Ranch 
 
March 2011 ð Northwest Expo ð Albany, Oregon 
 
April 2011 ð Wasatch and Eastern Idaho Expos 
 
 

More information available at òSEIFFó website 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter send your 

article to: Darrell Brown at dbrown1601@cableone.net. 

 

http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/index.html
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/index.html
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