
  

I hope 2012 finds everyone in good spirit and in good health. 
 
 2012 looks to be a very exciting year for Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers.  We have 
ñSportsmen Against Hungerò coming up in late January.  The club needs to finish 
work on the Dempsey Creek Embrace a Stream Project.  Work will continue on 
the Topaz Landing project spearheaded by Bud Smalley and we have applied for 
an EAS grant for the Pebble Project where we hope to return Pebble Creek to its 
original channel and reconnect it to the Portneuf, creating Cutthroat spawning 
habitat.  I believe projects like these can really help us build a stronger, more 
effective chapter. 
   
Some of the best times Iôve had being involved in this chapter is working side by 
side with the members and watching our blood and sweat make a difference for 
the fisheries.  We have committed to a lot of work, and we will need plenty of help 
and time to see these projects come to fruition.  I will relay some of the specifics 
on these projects in later newsletter entries, or feel free to call or email me 
anytime. 
 
 Hereôs to a great 2012.  Letôs roll up our sleeves, and get dirty! 

  

From the President  

If you are an avid outdoors enthusiast, the word ñtwitterò is the word you may use to 
describe the rapid beating of your heart when that huge muley pops over the ridge or that 
lunker takes your fly line clear into the backing.  But ñtwitterò has a new meaning for 
sportsmen nowadays.  Thatôs because the public can follow Fish and Game happenings 
statewide and now in this region using one of the most recent of social media toolsð
Twitter. 
 
For three years now, Fish and Game has expanded its statewide public outreach efforts 
through its Facebook page.  Then, last year, Fish and Game added Twitter to its arsenal of 
outreach tools.  Both have been extremely popular with the public.  Now, in an effort to bring 
more pertinent and local information to our sportsmen, the southeast region is doing a 
regional pilot program with Twitter.  Initially, regional fisheries manager, Dave Teuscher, 
and regional wildlife manager, Toby Boudreau, will have Twitter accounts.  These staff will 
begin to ñtweetò important or interesting current information to their followers. 
 
These regional Twitter accounts will not decrease the use of our traditional media outlets 
like newspaper, TV news, radio, and public meetingsðbut will be an expansion of our 
efforts.  To receive ñtweetsò about regional happenings, you can follow Dave at 
IDFG5Fishing and Toby at IDFG5Wildlife.  They will try to ñtweetò at least once a week.  
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By Todd Carter  

Twitter Time 
By Jennifer Jackson, Idaho Fish & Game 

See Twitter Time on page 3  
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We have two excellent presenters óLined Upò for our February and March 
meetings! 
 
February Program 
The February 9th, 2012 Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers club meeting will provide an 
interesting , but extremely important sidelight to what we all love to do-fish with a 
fly rod!  Often times we have no idea what it takes to produce a fly rod that will 
give us consistent performance, durability and beauty. 
 
Jason and Julie Zica are the owners of ñFall River Rods" a custom rod building 
company that specializes in producing both bamboo and graphite fly rods. 
 

This should be a very interesting and informative program! 
 
March Club Program 
Mr. Greg Mladenka , a member of the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers and 
representative for the  Department  of Environmental Quality, (Pocatello office) 
has graciously consented to be the March meeting presenter. 
 
Greg is a longtime Pocatello resident and fly fisher that happens to be employed 
with the DEQ and has been actively participating in all aspects of water quality 
monitoring throughout the area.  He has currently been collaborating with 
Pacificorp and all aspects involved in The Bear River (particularly, the Black 
Canyon stretch of the Bear River) and Bonneville Cutthroat trout rehabilitation. 
 
Greg assured me that he will also speak about water quality in the American Falls 
Reservoir and the Snake River below the American Falls Dam.  This program 
especially hits us close to home and proves to be very informative with respect to 
our local fishing. 
 
Remember-all meetings are free of charge and are held at the Portneuf River 
Outfitters Fly Fishing Store on North Main St. in "Old Town" Pocatello. 
All are welcome to attend. 
Place this date on your calendar-Thursday ,February 9th 2012.  7:00 PM.at the 
Portneuf River Outfitters Fly Fishing store on North Main St. in "Old Town" 
Pocatello 
 
I look forward to seeing you there!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Banyas, programs guy for the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. 

 

Upcoming Club Programs  
By Tom Banyas, Program Chair 
 

ñOften times we have no idea 

what it takes to produce a fly 

rodéò 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy ï 

Rainbow trout cruise around, many times in schools, looking for food.  They also can change location throughout the day.  If 

you have fished the same spot for half to three quarters of an hour and had no takes, try another spot.. 

 

ñThis program especially hits us 

close to home...ò 
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Since Grounds Hog Day is coming up, letôs all hope he sees his 
shadow and we get some sort of winter!  With winter, the 
midges will come out down on the Bear River, down below the 
Cove (which is below Black Canyon). 
 
 There are plenty of rainbows and a few browns in the riffles 
and pocket water upstream or downstream of the old power 
house.  The road is usually passable and if snowed in you can 
walk down from the Grace power plant.  Midges, Griffiths gnats, 
pheasant rumps, hares óears, small buggers and Stayner 
Ducktails can be effective.  The best time to fish is usually 
10:00 A.M. thru 4:00 P.M. Good luck and good fishing!!!!!!!!! 
 
Good Luck and Good Fishing 

 

ñOur goal is to get more information out quickly and easily to as many interested 
people as possible,ò says Toby Boudreau, wildlife manager for the southeast 
region.    
 
Twitter, which has been around for a couple years, is an internet-based 
information sharing website.  It can be accessed using a computer or cell phone 
with internet access.  Twitter is limited to 140 characters on any ñtweetò.  So the 
messages arenôt long, but you can get people enough information or a link to more 
information if folks have further interest.  Twitter works by ñfollowingò a userðyou 
yourself can even be ñfollowedò.  When a person follows someone or some 
organization, they receive a copy of everything that person posts on Twitter.  
Imagine finding out about an upcoming big game meeting or changes in ice 
conditions on a local reservoir through a simple ñtweetò on your phone!  
 
So if you want to get current and interesting information from Fish and Game on a 
local level, please follow the southeast region on Twitter.  Still confused?  Give 
Toby Boudreau or Dave Teuscher a call at the southeast regional Fish and Game 
office at 232-4703 for help getting started. 
 
Jennifer Jackson is the Regional Conservation Educator for the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game, southeast region. 

 

John Taylorõs Hotspot 
Bear River ð Below Cove  
By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor  

Twitter Time ð Jennifer Jackson,  page 1  
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Fish & Game:  
http://fishandgame.id
aho.gov/cms/fish/ 
 

 

Volunteers Needed ! 
 
Once again we have the opportunity to promote the South East Idaho Fly Fishers and fly fishing in 
general.  Portneuf River Outfitters will have a booth at the Spring Fair in Holt Arena on: 
 
Thursday, March 29 (Noon to 9:00 p.m.),  
Friday, March 30 (Noon to 10:00 p.m.), and  
Saturday, March 31 (10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m).  
 
We need volunteers to help man the booth and promote the Club.  
 
Please see or call Roger at Portneuf River Outfitters for more information. 232-4PRO (4776) 

 

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/fish/
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Area Fishing Reports  
The Bear ï Black Canyon:  (PRO) The Bear is doing extremely well in the Black Canyon area, 

but the Cove Power Plant area probably has more water than you want.  Black Canyon has 
finally dropped to around 100 cfs (85 is the minimum), but a lot of water is being discharged 
from Soda Point Dam (Alexander) and must be going through the pipe at Grace Dam.  Midges, 
BWOôs, Zebra Midges of all kinds and colors, czech nymphs, Pheasant Tails all will produce a 
wonderful number of fish. No snow to speak of, so access is very easy. 
 
The Portneuf River:  (PRO) The Portneuf continues to fish well for itôs entire length.  The fish 

are a little more concentrated on the upper (above Lava) than you might want, but itôs due to the 
low water flows.  Midges, BWOôs, Zebraôs, PT nymphs are all very effective in the entire reach, 
while the area below Lava is sometimes better with streamers (muddlers and Stayners, etc.), 
and sink-tips.  
 
Misc Area Rivers and Streams: (PRO) Good reports from time-to-time from the Tilden Bridge 

area. Not much different in what to fish or how to fish than the Portneuf and Bear, above.  The 
flows below the dam are getting more fishable. Most walk and wade fishers want around 1500 
cfs, but the boat people are happy with the current flows. 
 
 
Henryôs Fork Report:  (Jimmyôs) On the Henryôs Fork, flow out of Island Park Dam should be 

about 500 cfs all winter.  This level provides natural bank-side cover for juvenile fish.  Also 
juvenile fish are using the ladder at the Buffalo River dam.  Further downstream the screens are 
installed on canals coming from the Chester Dam, and the fish ladder has been completed. 
 
South Fork Report: (Jimmyôs) Flows have dropped to 3,000 cfs.  The river is in good shape. 

Flows are a little high for being able to get around wade fishing like you might have experienced 
in the past few years.  Floating the river will become hard to do as we continue to get more 
snow and the boat ramps will not be maintained in regards to snow removal.  However we have 
not had much snow yet this winter so the majority of the ramps are still open.  The road to 
Cottonwood boat ramp is supposed to be closed as of Dec. 1st. and will reopen in May 
sometime.  If you do float, short floats will take all day with the decreased flows on the river. 
 
However there are plenty of spots to wade fish and the river is extremely accessible through 
wade fishing. Picking the right day is crucial this time of year for finding success and keeping 

your guides from freezing up.  Watch weather reports pick cloudy and warm days that reach 
temperatures above freezing.  Also keep in mind that fishing during the warmest part of the day 
will be the most effective.  Midges hatch on the surface but finding fish eating on the surface will 
be hit and miss.  Nymphing with smaller rubber legs and tungsten bead head nymphs will allow 
you to get down and in front of the fishôs face.  The fish are not that picky when it comes to 
nymphs most small bead heads will work: Zebra Midges, Pheasant Tails and Lighting Bugs are 
effective.  Streamer fishing is a bit slow this time of year, swing them with a small twitch or 
extremely slow retrieve. 
 
Madison River:  (Blue Ribbon Flies) The Madison River near Raynolds Bridge has been 

outstanding when midges emerge around 10 a.m. as well as mating midge clump times at 
11a.m. and 3p.m.  A Griffth's Gnat will NOT work well when fish key on emerging midges, but 
will when trout are taking midge clumps. Fish working emerging pupae will merely wrinkle the 
surface with their rise form.  Fish taking clumps may be observed moving to take the dime-sized 
clumps comprised of dozens of mating midges.  Since the rise may only last a short time it pays 
to spend time determining what stage the fish are keying on.  There have been some very good 
days in the Beartrap Canyon stretch of the river also, with midges and fishing tiny midge pupal 
patterns, Zelon Midges, Hi Viz Midge Clumps, Ricks Special Red as well as Red $3 Dips and 
Slough Creek Midge Larva for flies during midge times. 
 
Big Wood River:   (Silver Creek Outfitters) Fishing this time of year can be good depending on 

the day.  With temperatures above freezing on some days fish the middle of the day. The best 
bet is nymphing with sub surface patterns.  Use different techniques depending on the water.  
Use big stonefly nymphs at the first of a run and in the deeper water.  AS fish are located follow 
the big patterns with small nymphs both with and without beads.  Use indicators, but there may 
be times when you get better drifts without a big indicator, try dry flies with small nymphs off the 
back from 12ǌ- 24ǌ behind.  If you see working fish on top taking midges, use patterns such as 
the Griffithôs Gnat and Trailing Shuck Midge on top.  If you have problems seeing these flies put 
them behind a Parachute Adams for visibility. 
 

 

Your Fishing Reports 

are Courtesy of:  

All Seasons Angler  

 

http://www.silver-creek.com/
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  Topaz Landing  

By Bud Smalley, Newsletter Contributor  

Several  years ago a landowner contacted me about giving 
land to the Carriboo Conservancy for the purpose of public 
access as well as preserving and protecting the land.  It was 
along the Portneuf River a few miles below Lava Hot 
Springs.  In the course of discussions with the landowner it 
became obvious that she did not have the resources to 
donate the land so the Portneuf River Partners, including 
the SEIFF, began a search to find ways to secure the land 
and follow through with her vision. 
 
Thanks to donations from the SEIFF, and other 
organizations the land was purchased and a plan was put 
together to provide for rehabilitation and public access.   
The first thing to do was to fence off the land to keep sheep, 
goats and llamas off of it to allow it to heal.  The IDF&G put 
up the fence and one summer of no grazing produced 
dramatic results. 
 
We still needed to stabilize high banks to eliminate erosion 
and re-establish flood plain in the process.  We began 
discussions with several organizations and local land 
owners to put a plan together.  Those organizations are, 
Idaho DEQ, IDF&G, US Forest Service, Sage Brush Steppe 
Regional Land Trust, SEIFF, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Idaho Transportation Department (ITD), Ken Andrus, 
Carolyn Williams, Nolan Johnson, Randolph Seed, and the 
Idaho Department of Water Resources and US Army Corps 
of Engineers.  It was a long process.  Applications for 
stream work had to be submitted complete with detailed 
drawings and plan descriptions of the work to be done. 
 
Our intention was to move three to four thousand cubic 
yards of sand off of the river banks to remove several high 
sand banks and establish viable flood plain in their place.  
The third picture to the right is a picture of one of the high 
banks; 
 
This bank was 12 feet high and literally put tons of sand into 
the river every spring.  
   
We worked with the USFS to harvest thousands of willow 
cuttings on nearby Forest property that we tied into bundles 
and staged in the river to be planted in the newly formed 
flood plain.   One of the hardest items to find was 200 full 
sized junipers that we needed to harden the deep river 
bends and help build flood plain.  You would have thought 
that with the thousands of acres of junipers around LHS that 
this would not be an issue.  Not so.  It took many phone 
calls and several trips to Lava to speak to landowners 
before we found one willing to let go of 200 junipers!  
 

Before the fence, grazed to the dirt; 

  
 

After one summer of relief from farm animals.  
What a transformation!!! 

 

Example of high banks 

See Topaz Landing on page 6  

 



 

 

SEIFF Club Chronicle ð February 2012  Page 6 

  
Topaz Landing  ð Bud Smalley , page 5 

Louis Wasniewski of the USFS found a willing landowner 
and we still had to make several trips to put that part of the 
deal together.  We still had to figure out how to harvest and 
move those trees, not an easy task.  The Idaho DEQ 
working with JR Simplot and Koger Construction came to 
the rescue.    
 
In the month of October the ITD built a temporary haul road 
into the property and moved in with an excavator and three 
front end loaders to begin the task of moving thousands of 
yards of dirt to transform the riparian area along the stream.    

 
The new flood plain is planted with sedge mats, willows and 
seeded by the IDF&G with their wild grass mixture.    
 
There is now a parking area and walking path to provide for 
public access.  The SEIFF have contributed a lot of financial 
resources to this project as have other groups.  This project 
will serve as a demonstration for us to show what we can do 
with the cooperation of landowners, government agencies, 
private corporations and conservation groups.  We can all 
be proud of the outcome at Topaz Landing and look forward 
to more projects that will contribute to improved water 
quality and recreation opportunities. 
 
Next project, Pebble Creek in the fall of 2012.     

 

The haul road 

The heavy equipment.  Note harvested junipers on 
the right of the photo. 

This high bank that was a major source of sediment 
as well as being unsafe to walk on. 

High bank was cut down to create a flood plain 

Stream Fishing Strategy - 

Fly fishing drop offs in rivers by casting to the shallows upstream of 

the drop off and letting flies drift off the drop and into deeper water. 

This is particularly effective with nymphs.  The shallow water areas 

are generally productive with lots of food and the deep water affords 

fish protection from predators and a place to escape bright sun in 

the middle of the day. 


