
Greetings Fellow Fly Fishers, 
 
There has been a lot of buzz about the new fishing regulations and when the season 
starts regarding some of these changes.  The following is a clarification our club received 
from the local Regional Fisheries Manager, Dave Teuscher, when certain areas are open. 
 

The winter season opens below American Falls Dam on the Snake River and the Snake 
River and Portneuf River above Lava Hot Springs on January 1, 2011.  The season is for 
catch-and-release only, no bait, barbless hooks required. 
 
Fish & Game is working on getting some news releases out prior to January 2011 that will 
help clarify the new rule. 
 
In future years, the catch-and-release seasons will begin on October 16

th
 for the Snake 

River and December 1st for the Portneuf River.  All the details will be available in the new 
fishing regulations that will be published in December. 

 
Tight Lines and Best Fishes  
 
 
 

From The President  

The Float Tube Bandits are flattered to have been asked to present our ñStillwaterò fly 
fishing program for both the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers and the Snake River Cutthroats 
fishing clubs again this year. John Taylor, Dave Whitworth and I have learned some new 
techniques and tricks in the past two years that should prove to hold your stillwater fly 
fishing interests. 
 
We hope to be able to tie some of our favorite patterns prior to the 7:00 PM start time, so if 
you are interested, come a bit early and weôll get things started then. 
 
This yearôs program will focus mostly on our local reservoirs around and south of the 
Pocatello area. We have been blessed with plenty of water for both farmers and fishermen 
these past 2 years and it has become evident that there are some very large fish to be 
caught because of this. 
 
Fishing techniques will include both floating and sinking line methods and what the best 
practices can be at various times throughout the year.  The most important insects and 
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The following is a partial excerpt from the Embrace A Stream grant application to Trout 
Unlimited prepared by Matt Woodard, Project Manager South Fork Snake Home Rivers 
Initiative. 

 
Dempsey Creek is located below the town of Lava Hot Springs. It is a small Yellowstone 
Cutthroat trout tributary to the Portneuf River.  Currently there is an active diversion that is 
impassable for upstream migrating fish, and there is no fish screen to prevent fish from going 
down the ditch and being lost.  
 
The purpose of this project is to rebuild the present diversion so that it is fish friendly to both 
upstream and downstream fish migration.  Further, a new fish screen will be installed to 
eliminate fish entrainment (fish being lost down the ditch). The South East Idaho Fly Fishers 
Chapter (SEIFF) of Trout Unlimited (TU) will work with TU national staff, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, the Idaho Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts, and the Dempsey Creek Water Association members, to bring this 
project to completion. 
 
The overall goal of the project is to provide a reconnection of this tributary stream to its 
historic spawning headwaters for native Yellowstone Cutthroat trout (YCT). The Conservation 
goal of the project is to provide passage, get the stream reconnected with its upstream 
habitat, and eliminate fish entrainment down the outgoing ditch, with a new fish screen. 
Keeping those fish within the main channel will improve the overall resident population 
dynamics of Dempsey Creek and will also influence the fluvial population of YCT in the main 
stem Portneuf. The interest generated by this project will strengthen TU by getting local 
chapter members energized and involved and increase regional awareness of TUôs 
conservation work in the community and surrounding region.  
 
The SEIFF requests $10,000 in Embrace-A-Stream (EAS) funds to execute the project. Our 
Partners on this project are listed below: 

¶ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

¶ The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDF&G) 

¶ The Idaho Association of Soil Conservation Districts (IASCD) 

¶ National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
 
Improving connectivity within this stream reach coupled with increased fish population 
numbers that are currently being lost due to irrigation withdrawal will improve salmonid 
populations, thereby increasing available fishing opportunities for local residents and the 
surrounding community.  This project will also bolster declining YCT populations in Dempsey 
Creek and the Portneuf River System.  YCT are primarily tributary spawners, solving this long 
standing barrier and entrainment issue will insure a viable and persistent population of YCT 
for years to come. 
 
The SEIFF Chapter has a long history of quality ñon the groundò restoration projects that have 
significant long term beneficial consequences for the watershed.  The Dempsey Creek Project 
will continue a long standing tradition of conservation projects by the SEIFF.  It will continue to 
promote future conservation projects, increase educational awareness, and give chapter 
members and opportunity to work with federal, state and local agency personal on a one on 
one basis. 
 
Measurable success for the chapter in relation to this project will include: 

¶ An increase in chapter attendance for fall meetings in 2011 

¶ Opportunity for the chapter to build on this project and establish another project 
downstream of this one.  

¶ Work with the local Dempsey Creek water association members and other 
conservation partners on a long term plan to place the outgoing ditch in a pipe, which 
will conserve water, allow more water to remain in-stream, and reduce overall 
maintenance issues for the association.  

ñéThe SEIFF Chapter has a 

long history of quality ñon the 

groundò restoration projects 

that have significant long term 

beneficial consequences for 

the watershed...ò 

Embrace A Stream Project ð Dempsey Creek  
 By Matt Woodard 

Please see Dempsey Creek on page 4  

Stream Fishing Strategy  

Make it a double.  Itôs often 

a good idea to cover various 

insect stages.  Fish a dun 

(adult) pattern with an 

emerger. That way you show 

the fish the appetizer and the 

main entree in one drift.  The 

best trick of all is to use an 

attractor fly--on the surface or 

on a nymph rig. The fish turns 

on the gaudy fly, and then eats 

the more subtle pattern. 
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On the way to Springfield Reservoir is the turn off to Crystal 
Springs Pond.  It's a leisurely one-hour drive from both Idaho 
Falls and Pocatello.  Idaho Fish & Game plants there often so 
the fish there are quite eager!  This would make this spot 
absolutely great to bring kids to fish. 
 
Crystal Springs never freezes and with easy access you can 
fish off the docks, bank, float tube, pontoon or in a canoe.  
The road is usually plowed so access is relatively easy and 
just a short distance off the main road. 
 
Your choice of flies can include chironomids, scuds, bead 
headed nymphs, leaches, and midges are all affective. 
There is plenty of parking space as well as a restroom. What 
more could you ask for!! 
 
Good luck and good fishing. 
 
Directions to Crystal Springs Pond:  
Take I-15 to Blackfoot Exit 93. Go west on US-26, then turn 
left on ID-39. Travel through Pingree. Turn left on Judge 
Road (S 1800 W), then right on Edwards Road (W 950 S). 
The pond will be on the right. 

bugs that we need to imitate will be covered as well as outstanding fly patterns with 
which one can use to reflect the naturals. 
 
The SEIFF program will be on Thursday January 13 beginning at 7:00 PM at the 
Portneuf River Outfitters Fly Fishing Shop on North Main St. in ñOld Townò 
Pocatello. 
 
As both SEIFF board members and avid fishermen, John, Dave and I cordially 
invite you to attend this fun and hopefully informative meeting.  Come and enjoy 
this local travelogue of sorts with excellent pictures of fish, flies, local bodies of 
water and wildlife! 
 
REMEMBER: All of the club meetings are free and open to the public. 

 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Sincerely, 
The ñFloat Tube Banditsò 
John Taylor, Dave Whitworth and Tom Banyas  
 

John Taylorõs Hotspot 
Crystal Springs Pond  
By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor  

Float Tube Bandits from  page 1  

ñéCome and enjoy this local 

travelogue of sorts with 

excellent pictures of fish, flies, 

local bodies of water and 

wildlife!...ò 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy ï 

When a pattern does is not working and you think it is time for a change of fly, you could always try one of the same pattern 

but in a different size.  This follows the simple rule of ñmatching the hatchò and is an important rule when fishing with a dry fly. 
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¶ Increased conservation presence in the community of Lava should 
yield 5-6 new members for the South East Idaho Fly Fishers.  

¶ Increased chapter participation of volunteer work days. 
 
Annotation : 

This is another signature project that demonstrates SEIFFôs long standing 
commitment to the restoration and preservation for fish habitat that is part 
of the Portneuf River drainage system.  To read the complete grant 
application, visit the club website. 
 
Darrell Brown, SEIFF President 
 

 
 

Dempsey Creek  from page 2  

Idaho Fish & Game  
By Jennifer Jackson, Regional Conservation Educator 

 
The fish aquarium in Amy Wrenôs first-grade class at Wapello Elementary in Blackfoot, Idaho, is covered with 
inquisitive little nose smudges and hand prints.  Thatôs because her young students are being treated to a face-
to-face experience with some of Idahoôs native wildlifeð baby rainbow trout.  These fish arenôt your ordinary 
classroom pets; they are an important part of Idaho Fish and Gameôs efforts to get kids connected to Idahoôs 
wildlife resource through the Trout in the Classroom program.  For many years, Idaho teachers and their 
students have been able to participate in Trout in the Classroomðan opportunity to raise Idaho trout species 
from eggs to fingerlings right in the classroom before releasing them to the wild. 
 
Prior to 2008, only one school in the Pocatello area, Lewis and Clark Elementary, had taken on the fun 
challenge of raising and releasing cutthroat trout (Idahoôs state fish).  That all changed in February 2008 when 
teachers from 8 additional schools (elementary level to high school) covering Pocatello, American Falls, 
Blackfoot,  and Marsh Valley areas decided to join in on the fun after attending a WILD About Trout in the 
Classroom Workshop conducted by Fish and Game.  At the workshop, teachers were taught the basics of tank 
set-up and operation, fish care, and were given an innovative curriculum geared toward teaching biology, 
ecology, habitat needs, and even chemistry and genetics through hands-on activities.  The TIC curriculum 
prepared by Fish and Game focuses on science while incorporating reading, writing, math, and art skills.   
 
The expansion of the program has continued since 2008 so that now, two years later, southeast Idaho has a 
total of 18 Trout in the Classroom programs, now including Preston and Shelley schools.  This boom in Trout in 
the Classroom simply would not have happened had it not been for the selfless donation of time, energy, and 
financial support the Southeast Idaho Flyfishers.  In 2008, SEIFF drummed up a total of $5000 for the TIC 
program (which included money from the club and a $1000 donation from JR Simplot Company). In 2010, they 
donated another $850.00 which is going to be used to get New Horizons Alternative High School on board with 
TIC. 
 
A typical classroom set-up for TIC includes a 29-gallon tank, filters, gravel, air pumps, nets, a chiller to 
maintain water a cold water temperature, and of course, the eggs or fish (depending on what the teacher 
prefers).  Over the past few years, club members have also donated numerous hours in the classroom to help 
teachers and students with everything from tank set-ups to fish dissections to fish releases. 
 
So, what does a program like TIC mean for wildlife and for Idaho?   Fish and Game truly believes that getting 
kids connected to their wildlife resource in a personal way helps to hook their interest in wildlife conservation 
and outdoor recreation.  This is good for Idahoôs wildlife and good for Idaho.  But the TIC program has meaning 
for the students as well.  
 
Jan Flandro used to incorporate TIC in her science classes at Franklin Middle School in Pocatello, and now 
has moved the program over to Irving Middle School.  Some of the remarks she has received from students 
include: ñThe value of Trout in the Classroom is that you learn to record data and actually observe the óreal 
thingô as opposed to reading about it in a book.ò  One of her former students remarked: ñTIC teaches us more 
about the role of trout in our lives and the ecosystem.ò 
 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer with the regionôs TIC program, please give me a call at Fish and 
Game.  Whether you want to help with a fish dissection, assist with a fish release, or just deliver fish to a 
classroomðthere are plenty of opportunities to get involved in the region.  I can be reached by phone at 232-
4703 or 251-9403, or by e-mail at jennifer.jackson@idfg.idaho.gov. 

Thanks to all of you for your support of this great program!   Merry ñFishmasò !! 

 

javascript:top.opencompose('jennifer.jackson@idfg.idaho.gov','','','')
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Attendance:  

Darrell Brown, Roger Thompson, Bud Smalley, John Taylor, 
Clyde Lowther, Tom Banyas and Dave Johnson  

December Program:  

The December meeting featuring tying demonstrations was 
well attended and those that came brought an abundance of 
goodies to eat. The raffle showed a profit as well. It was 
noted that there were only a couple of young adults and no 
children in attendance. This was a disappointment as we had 
encouraged people to invite guests and the clubs future will 
depend upon younger members. Tom suggested trying to 
attract students from ISU. We will consider how we might 
encourage more students to consider attending club 
functions.  

Future Club Meeting Programs:  

January ï ñThe Float Tube Banditsò will be showing slides 
from local still waters.  

Embrace-A-Stream:  

Darrell signed the Dempsey Creek Fish Screen and Fish 
Passage Project grant application and it has been sent into 
Trout Unlimited for consideration. This requested a grant of 
$10,000.00 for the project.  

Trout in the Classroom:  

Jennifer Jackson sent the club a thank you note for our 
contribution toward purchasing equipment for local schools. 
She also asked if someone from the club would like to help 
her purchase equipment from the local PetCo.  

Pebble Creek:  

Bud informed the club that the planning meeting had been 

SEIFF Board Officers  
Darrell Brown, President 
Dan Murbarger, Vice-President 
Clyde Lowther, Treasurer 
Dave Johnson, Secretary 
Darrell Brown, Webmaster/Newsletter Editor 
 
Website: Google òSEIFFó or 
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/in
dex.html 

postpone until a date in January. The owners are excited 
about the project and he expects that the clubs help will 
probably be needed sometime in 2012.  

State TU Meeting:  

This yearôs meeting will take place in June in the 
Ketchum/Sun Valley area and Darrell will try to attend to 
represent SEIFF.  

Club Logo Lapel Pins:  

The board moved to purchase 100 lapel pins with the 
SEIFF logo on them for sale at meetings and upcoming 
events. We hope to make them available for $5.00 each.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm 

 

Board Meeting Minutes  
By Dave Johnson, Secretary 

Upcoming Club Program  
 
January 13 ð Float Tube Bandits ð Tom Banyas, 
Dave Whitworth and John Taylor  
 
 

Upcoming Events  
 
January 2011 ð Western Expo in Boise 
 
March 2011 ð Northwest Expo ð Albany, Oregon 
 
April 2011 ð Wasatch and Eastern Idaho Expos 
 
 

More information available at òSEIFFó website 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter send your 

article to: Darrell Brown at dbrown1601@cableone.net. 

 

http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/index.html
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/index.html
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