
  

Most nymphs end up with a large head due to the way legs are put on or as a 
result of the wing case.  Leg placement on most nymphs has never made sense 
to me.  Also reverse wrapping ribbing has always gone against my grain.  
Granted traditional nymphs have always caught fish.  But you know us fly tiers.  
We are always trying to improve our flies with the goal of catching more fish or a 
nicer looking fly.  So in that spirit I started a pursuit of improving nymph design.  I 
researched old tying techniques and played around at the vise and came up with 
the following. 
 
The nymph greats (Skues, Hewitt, etc.) worked to create flies that were 
translucent so thread selection was used to help create this effect.  This approach 
has been lost by most modern nymph tyers.  They made a fly more translucent by 
using orange or yellow thread.  Hot or flame orange was the preferred.  When you 
dub on orange or yellow thread you can see the thread through the dubbing when 
it becomes wet hence a 3D effect is created.  So I start with orange or yellow 
thread and switch to the color of the abdomen to finish the fly.  I will always dub 
with orange or yellow thread.  
 
Let‟s tie the fly.  Remember, the goal is to end up with no thread at the eye of the 
hook so we will finish the fly in the middle.  Use hot orange or red thread except 
for finishing the fly.  This will increase the translucency of the fly.  You can start in 
the standard way, i.e. tie in the tail and the rib or wait until you have completed 
the thorax.  We will start in the standard method.  So tie in the tail and rib.  Next 
go to the eye of the hook and tie in the wing case with the waste material facing 
the bend of the hook.  Next tie in the hackle, if you are using hackle for legs, and 
then either dub or tie in the material to be used for the thorax.  If you dub the 
thorax you may leave the guard hairs in the dubbing for the legs and skip the 
hackle.  If you use hackle for the legs palmer it through the thorax.   

Buck’s Technique for Tying Nymphs 

Special Article 

When you are “hunting” for the perfect special occasion gift for your outdoors 
enthusiast or still “fishing” for some great gift ideas, have you ever thought of 

shopping at your Pocatello Fish and Game office?  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

 Buck‟s Technique 

 From the Program Chair 

 Occasional Gift Ideas 

 Board Meeting Minutes 

 John Taylor‟s Hot Spot 

 Local Fishing Reports 

 Stillwater/Stream Strategies 

 Fly of the Month 

By Buck Goodrich 

Special Occasion Gift Ideas 
By Jennifer Jackson, Idaho Fish & Game 

Please see Gifts on page 3 
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Stream Fishing Strategy 

Make it a double.  It’s often 

a good idea to cover various 

insect stages.  Fish a dun 

(adult) pattern with an 

emerger.  That way you show 

the fish the appetizer and the 

main entree in one drift.  The 

best trick of all is to use an 

attractor fly--on the surface or 

on a nymph rig. The fish turns 

on the gaudy fly, and then eats 

the more subtle pattern. Please see Nymphs on page 4 
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We have two excellent presenters „Lined Up” for our 2012 meetings! 
 
January Program 

Mr. John Ellsworth is the newly elected Vice President of the Trout Unlimited, Idaho Council 
and also a board member of the Ted Trueblood chapter in Boise, Idaho.  John will be 
speaking on The Yellowstone River in YNP and all that has befallen upon the Yellowstone 
cutthroat trout in both the river drainage and Yellowstone Lake.  As experts from many 
various agencies attempt to determine solutions to a daunting problem, John is at the 
forefront of all that is taking place within this once spectacular cutthroat trout fishery. 
 
Speaking from personal experience-at one time the Yellowstone River in YNP was (to me) 
the absolute best dry fly fishing you could experience in the lower 48 states.  So come hear 
what John has to say about progress on and continued work towards revitalizing this once 
spectacular fishery! 
 
Come hear what John has to say about progress on and continued work towards 
revitalizing this once spectacular fishery! 
 
March Club Program 

Mr. Greg Mladenka , a member of the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers and representative for 
the  Department  of Environmental Quality, (Pocatello office) has graciously consented to 
be the March meeting presenter. 
 
Greg is a longtime Pocatello resident and fly fisher that happens to be employed with the 
DEQ and has been actively participating in all aspects of water quality monitoring 
throughout the area.  He has currently been collaborating with Pacificorp and all aspects 
involved in The Bear River (particularly, the Black Canyon stretch of the Bear River) and 
Bonneville Cutthroat trout rehabilitation. 
 
Greg assured me that he will also speak about water quality in the American Falls 
Reservoir and the Snake River below the American Falls Dam.  This program especially 
hits us close to home and proves to be very informative with respect to our local fishing. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tom Banyas, programs guy for the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. 

 

Upcoming Club Programs 
By Tom Banyas, Program Chair 
 

“…the Yellowstone River in YNP 

was (to me) the absolute best 

dry fly fishing you could 

experience in the lower 48 

states…” 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy – When a pattern does is not working and you think it is time for a change of fly, you could always 

try one of the same pattern but in a different size.  This follows the simple rule of “matching the hatch” and is an important 

rule when fishing with a dry fly. 

Yellowstone River – Yellowstone National Park  
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On the way to Springfield Reservoir is the turn off to 
Crystal Springs Pond.  It's a leisurely one-hour drive 
from both Idaho Falls and Pocatello.  Idaho Fish & 
Game plants there often so the fish there are quite 
eager! 
  
Crystal Springs never freezes and with easy access 
you can fish off the docks, bank, float tube, pontoon 
or in a canoe.  The road is usually plowed so access 
is relatively easy and just a short distance off the 
main road. 
 
Your choice of flies can include chironomids, scuds, 
bead headed nymphs, leaches, and midges are all 
affective.  There is plenty of parking space as well as 
a restroom.  What more could you ask for!! 
 
Good Luck and Good Fishing 

 

You can purchase a gift certificate for your favorite angler or hunter that 
can be used toward the purchase of licenses, tags, or permits.  The 
certificates must be redeemed at a Fish and Game office, but the great 
thing is that a gift certificate from Fish and Game is never the wrong size 
or wrong color for those on your list.  

Maybe you have a wildlife watcher in the family.  Both the “Idaho Birding 
Trail Guide” priced at $5.00 and the “Idaho Watchable Wildlife Guide” 
priced at $12.50 make great gifts at great prices.  Both guides are filled 
with beautiful color pictures and a wealth of information about Idaho‟s 
wildlife and viewing areas.  And, money generated from the sale of these 
books supports Fish and Game‟s non-game program.  

You can also purchase an extraordinary pencil sketch by the late 
Pocatello artist, Edson Fichter.  Unframed prints showcasing various 
wildlife species start as low as $15.00.  All money generated from the 
purchases of the Edson Fichter prints goes toward the continual 
maintenance and improvements of the wonderful Edson Fichter Nature 
Area behind Indian Hills Elementary School in Pocatello. 

 
Jennifer Jackson is the Regional Conservation Educator for the Idaho Department of Fish 
and Game, southeast region. 

 

John Taylor’s Hotspot 
Crystal Springs Pond 

By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor 

Gifts – Jennifer Jackson, page 1 

More information 

about your local 

Fish & Game can 

be found at their 

website 

http://fishandgame.id
aho.gov/cms/fish/ 
 

 

Directions to Crystal Springs Pond: 
Take I-15 to Blackfoot Exit 93. Go west 
on US-26, then turn left on ID-39. Travel 
through Pingree. Turn left on Judge 
Road (S 1800 W), then right on Edwards 
Road (W 950 S). The pond will be on the 
right. 

 

http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/fish/
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/fish/
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Area Fishing Reports 
Most of the still-waters are iced over, and most will have sufficient ice thickness to be safe, 
except American Falls and Springfield Reservoirs. 
 
The Portneuf has been running almost perfect in water quality (very clear, with just a little 
moss and weed to foul your hook), and also practically perfect in water quantity.  The latest 
flow at the Topaz Gauge is 79 cfs.  The Portneuf generally runs about that level during the 
winter months.  Blue-wing olives and midges on top are best during the warmer (+30º) days, 
with pheasant tails, zebra midges, and streamers down below. 
 
The Bear is starting to settle down a little with flows around 164 cfs.  Normal winter flows there 

are around 80-90 cfs so it‟s a little higher than you might normally see.  Blue-wing olives, 
Griffith Gnats, and other top water midges on the warmer days will keep you busy, while 
pheasant tails, zebra midges, soft-hackles, will keep your heart rate up. 
 
The Snake features 3500 cfs at Heise (a little higher than normal and ideal), and almost 5700 
below American Falls (again a little higher than what everyone seems to want), around 1500 
below A.F. is about right for most people. Some have been fishing in both areas with pretty 
good success.  Streamers, leeches, and that sort of stuff most often, but nymphs along the 
edges on the upper Snake will do well. 
 

The Snake River below Palisades Dam the flows have dropped to 3,000 cfs. The river is in 

really good shape and fishing should be good this winter.  Flows are a little high for being able 
to get around wade fishing like you might have experienced in the past few years.  However 
there are plenty of spots to wade fish and the river is extremely accessible through wade 
fishing. 

Picking the right day is crucial this time of year for finding success and keeping your sanity in 
regards to guides freezing up.  Watch weather reports pick cloudy and warm days that reach 
temperatures above freezing.  Also keep in mind that fishing during the warmest part of the 
day will be the most effective.  Midges will hatch on the surface but finding fish eating on the 
surface will be hit and miss.  Nymphing with smaller rubber legs and tungsten bead head 
nymphs will allow you to get down and in front of the fish‟s face.  The fish are not that picky 
when it comes to nymphs most small bead heads will work.  Zebra Midges, pheasant tails and 
lighting bugs are very effective.  Streamer fishing also takes a big slow down this time of year. I 
prefer to swing them with a small twitch or a extremely slow retrieve. 

As I have mentioned before floating the river will become hard to do as we continue to get 
more snow and the boat ramps will not be maintained in regards to snow removal.  The road to 
Cottonwood boat ramp is supposed to be closed as of Dec. 1st. and will reopen in May 
sometime.  If you do float, short floats will take all day with the decreased flows on the river. 

 

 

Reports Courtesy of: 

All Seasons Angler  

 

and 

Then bring the wing case over the top and tie down at the midpoint of the hook.  Taper the waist 
material to give a tapered look to the abdomen.  Wrap the colored thread as an under body and 
then change to a tan thread. 
 
Next tie in the material for the abdomen behind the thorax with the waste material facing the 
bend of the hook. Leav the thread at this midpoint. Wrap back to the end of the bend and secure 
by bringing the rib forward to the middle of the hook. Note: leaving a small space between wraps 
so the hot orange thread is slightly visible will help achieve the translucent affect. Tie the rib off 
and cut or break off.  Note, if you are dubbing tie in a short piece of orange or yellow thread and 
dub on it. Whip finish and then cut off the excess material at the bend of the hook. This 
completes the fly. 
 
Skeues tied some of his fly by finishing in the middle of the hook but his method was different. 
An added benefit using this technique is that you don‟t have to worry about cleaning the eye 
after you are done. 
 
This technique can be applied to any nymph that uses a thorax and wing case.        
 

Nymphs – Buck Goodrich, page 1 

“…So in that spirit I started a 

pursuit of improving nymph 

design.…” 
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The Stimulator is one of the most versatile, almost all-purpose, 
flies you can tie and carry. You‟ll want a variety of these in your 
box to imitate anything from caddis, yellow stones, grasshoppers 
and adult stonefly nymphs.  
 
Body colors in orange, olive, Royal (combination of red and 
peacock), tan and yellow, while head colors are generally yellow 
or hot orange.  
 
The recipe for one of the most common Stimulators is as follows:  
 
Hook: TMC200R, Dai Riki 270, or a natural bend hook about 3X 
long in 6-16  
Thread: Fluorescent Fire Orange around 70 denier  
Tail: Dark elk  
Rib: Fine gold wire  
Hackle: Furnace dry fly (dark center with lighter border)  
Abdomen: Fluorescent fire orange  
Wing: Dark elk  
Hackle: Grizzly dry fly  
Thorax: Amber goat or hare‟s ear dubbing  
 
Tying the Stimulator is not really as involved as it might appear.  
 
Coat the shank with thread, stack a suitable bunch of dark elk and 
tie in 1/4 of the shank length from the eye to a point just about the 
point of the hook.  Wrap over the butt ends of the elk to build an 
underbody.  Tie in the gold-wire rib above the tail, and then dub 
the body color over the butt ends to that same point 1/4 of the 
shank length back from the eye.  At that point tie in the furnace 
hackle, with the shiny side facing you, and palmer it back to the 
tie-in point for the gold wire.  Use the gold wire to tie down the 
hackle, palmering it forward to the end of dubbing on the 
abdomen.  Clean and stack the dark elk for the wing, tying it in at 
the forward end of the abdomen.  The butts of the wing should be 
tied down, forming a tapered head with the thread.  Dub the 
“thorax” color over the thread head, then palmer the grizzly hackle 
to the eye, tie off, 

 

December Board Meeting 
By Dave Johnson 

Upcoming Events 
 
January 2012 – Club Meeting, John Ellsworth  on 
the developments of the Yellowstone River 
 

More information available at “SEIFF” website 

Area Demo Tying & Classes 

Fly of the Month 

Randall Kaufmann’s Stimulator 
Courtesy of Portneuf River Outfitters 

The December Board meeting was rescheduled for 
the last Thursday.  Minutes will be posted to the club 
website when they become available. 
 
Club members are welcome to attend the meeting on 
Thursday, December 22 at 7:00 pm in the Portneuf 
River Outfitters fly shop at 257 North Main in 
downtown Pocatello. 

Portneuf River Outfitters (Tying Demos 10:00 am to Noon) 
 
PRO will host an “All-Day Rod Building Class” on January 28, 

2012.  Students will start, at 9:00 a.m., with the raw components 
and end the day, about 4:00 p.., have the finished rods on the 
drying motors.  Cost of the class is $60 per student, and 
includes the epoxies, threads, and use of the tools. 
 
January 14, 2012 - Kelly Glissmeyer of Idaho Falls.  Many of 
you who saw his presentation at the SEIFF Meeting will want to 
get an even bigger dose of his tying skills and expertise. 
 
We‟ll continue with our Saturday Fly Tying Demos on January 
21, 2012 when we will feature a very good friend, and an even 
better steelheader and fly tier.  Pete is a very impressive and 
innovative tier, and will maybe even share some of his 
spey/steelheading expertise. 
 

All Seasons Angler  - Demo Tyers (10:00 am to 1:00 pm) 

 
December 24

th
 – Lee Moore was born in Idaho Falls in 1972 

and spent his whole life living and fishing on local rivers.  As a 
teenager he was running the river and sharpening his rowing 
ability learning hatches and fly fishing techniques.  Lee has 
been guiding the South Fork for over 15 years now.  An avid fly 
tier, he is very knowledgeable in fly types and river entomology 
as well as the timing of hatches on the South Fork and other 
local rivers.  He enjoys coming up with new creations on the 
vise to fool trout. 
 

December 31
st
 Shawn Bostic developed his tying skills as a way 

to support his love for fishing while deployed around the world 
on three different fast attack subs and one aircraft carrier.  He is 
a "broad spectrum tier" covering everything from tiny midges to 
salmon flies.  Shawn's meticulous attention to detail brings a 
unique tying style and an unusually extensive creativity to the 
Saturday demos.  You will see flies and tying tips like you have 
yet to see.  So do not miss this one. 
 
Tying January 21

st
, Joni Tomich 
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