
Greetings Fellow Fly Fishers, 
 
Spring is always a great time to look forward to some of our annual events in our area.  In 
March there will be the Spring Expo and this year Portneuf River Outfitters is having a booth.  
Roger has invited our club to join us for the three day event March 24-26 and raise our 
banner and share our club with the general public.  We need volunteers and any amount of 
time you would like to donate would be great.   
 
Another exciting annual event is the 18

th
 East Idaho Fly Tying Expo in Idaho Falls.  Last year 

we had a great showing of our club volunteering as well as being featured guest tiers.  This 
year should be another exciting event as this year’s theme is ―The Tradition Continues‖.  And 
what a tradition this Expo has. The best part is that when you come up to do some 
volunteering and want to take a break, you can explore what the Expo has to offer.  You can 
enjoy free instructive programs and more detailed tying, fishing and casting workshops, for all 
ages, male and female.  In addition, the Expo offers free casting, fly tying and commercial 
exhibitors that offer the best of fly tying and fishing materials and equipment. 
 
These are two great events that you don’t want to miss in addition to our final two club 
programs coming up.  Check the website for more information on being part of these events. 
 
Best Fishes 
 
 

From The President 

Hello members and all folks affiliated with the Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. We finally 
have our programs squared away for the remainder of the 2010-2011 meeting season. 
Here goes! 
 
March 10, 2011 
 

John Stenersen, from Idaho Falls, grew up in the Salmon, Idaho area and has fished 
for steelhead and trout as soon as he could hold a fishing rod.  John has guided in 
Montana and has fished a number of lakes that we don’t hear much about in Southeast 
Idaho. John’s presentation will include fishing Clark Canyon Reservoir, Georgetown 
Lake and others.   Such topics as fishing techniques, flies, insects and access points 
for the above lakes/reservoirs will be considered.  From my perspective, John is one of 
the most creative and innovative fly tiers active today. Tom Banyas, our program chair, 
has personally learned a wealth of information from him on fly materials, tying ideas 
and just plain fishing. 
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Clark Canyon and Georgetown Lake 
By Tom Banyas, Program Chair 

Please see Clark Canyon & Georgetown Lake  on page 3  
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Stream Fishing Strategy 

The foam line brings food to 

the fish.  The foam line is 

easiest traced by watching the 

flow of water behind an 

obstruction like protruding 

rocks and logs. The foam line 

indicates there is no mix of 

current but a predicable flow of 

food for the fish in slower 

current.  
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Sunday morning, something woke me about 4:30, but not knowing what it was, I went 
back to sleep and got up about 6:00, as it was getting light. About 6:30, I was building a 
fire and Ron was getting up, when we both thought we heard a jet approaching from 
the East, at tree top altitude.  The sound continued for a couple of minutes, but it didn’t 
seem to be getting much nearer.  It was coming from the direction of Angel Pass, but 
the ridges near camp blocked our view in that direction. Ron and I discussed what 
might have caused it.   We were wondering if it could have been an avalanche.  

As we were drying the tents and packing up, we had visitors.  Three National Outdoor 
Leadership Schools (NOLS) leaders (two young women in their 20s and a man in his 
50 or 60s) came by our site, and we visited with them for a bit.  They were finishing 
their 3 week program, and the 20 teenagers they had been instructing were following 
them, in two groups, from their previous camp near Wall Lake.  

They had been able to see the avalanche near Angel pass that we had heard at 6:30.  
As we were talking with them, the two campers that had tried to go to Angel Pass 
yesterday, came by.  They told us they had also heard an avalanche at about 4:30, as 
well.  These two hikers and the NOLS leaders were headed toward Pole Creek Falls, 
and planned to camp at Pole Creel Lakes, which were just downstream from the falls.  
 
Before we finished packing, the first of the NOLS teenager groups came by, and we 
visited a few minutes with them.  Most of them were raised in cities, so this course was 
a real learning experience for them.  We finished packing up camp and had gone about 
½ mile up the trail, before we met the second group of teens.  The first group had been 

all boys; the second group included one girl.  Walker and Bill had gone ahead of Ron 
and I, and were talking to them, when we walked up.  They all said they were having 
the time of their lives, and were not ready to be heading back home. 
 
By the time we traveled about two miles to Upper Cook Lake, Ron was again struggling 
to get his breath, so Walker and Bill went on ahead to see if they could find a likely 
campsite, near this end of Wall Lake, while I stayed with Ron so he could rest.  
 

Monday morning, Walker and Bill decided to hike back up to Wall Lake to scout the 
area, while I stayed near camp to be around, if Ron needed me.  I used some of the 
time to sample the fishing in the outlet of the lake.  The outlet to Upper Cook Lake was 
about a half mile of rocky runs and drops, to where it entered Lower Cook Lake.  The 
fishing was fast and fun, but it was all brookies again, and their size topped out at 
about 11 inches.   
 
Tuesday, Ron was a little better, but we all agreed it was time to get him headed back 
toward the car and home.  We hoped to make camp at Pole Creek Lakes Tuesday 

night, and try to make the car by Wednesday evening.  We made Pole Creek Lakes by 
mid afternoon, but Ron was pretty bushed, so we camped there as planned.  Ron said 
he wasn’t hungry and wanted to just go to bed, but when I cooked up some freeze 
dried lasagna, he smelled the aroma and decided he wanted to eat, after all.  
 
Wednesday, we got going as early as we could and started the hike out.  Ron had to 
take his time hiking, but he toughed it out, and we made it to the car at about 8:00 PM.  
Once we were at the car, he started to feel better. When we stopped to eat at Pinedale, 

he ate a good supper, and wanted to keep going toward home. 
  
We got to his house, near Rigby, between 11:00 and 12:00. I slept there overnight. 
Ron got up before me, and called the clinic.  They wanted him to come right in. He 
drove himself in, and they found two blood clots in his lungs and one in his leg.  The 
doctor put him right in the hospital for treatment.  When my wife came to get me, we 
had to go into Rigby to pick up my backpack, which had been in the back of Ron’s 
pickup when he left for the clinic.   The doctor said they don’t know what caused the 
blood clots, but they weren’t caused by the altitude.  The doctor put Ron on blood 
thinners, and kept him in the hospital until Sunday for observation.  He was able to go 
back to work by the middle of the next week.  In fact as I write this (January 14, 2011), 
he has just been taken off the blood thinners, and is planning on going cross country 

A Dream Comes True 
Part 2 in a two part series 

 By Dave Johnson 

Please see Dream Comes True on page 4  

ñéThey had been able to see the 

avalanche near Angel pass that 

we had heard....ò 

ñéThe fishing was fast and fun, 

but it was all brookies again, and 

their size topped out at about 11 

inches...ò 
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It’s Rainbow Time on the South Fork of the Snake River.  
Rainbows typically spawn in tail outs or runs or sometimes 
near the head end.  Eggs patterns in various shades of red, 
orange, pearl and chartreuse can be effective.  They will also 
feed on various bead headed nymphs, tungsten or otherwise.  
If there is a hatch such as midges or blue wing olives, then 
mergers, duns and spinners could work as well.  Since your 
fishing the South Fork, there’s plenty of other species such as 
cutthroats, browns, and the all mighty whitefish!  
 
Typically there are many warm days intermixed with rough 
weather in March, in my experience if you can go fishing, go 
whether the weather cooperates or not!  AS the river bends 
you will get sheltered from the wind and with polarized 
sunglasses you should be able to spot spawning rainbows.  
Dead drifting or the use of strike indicators can be really 
effective!   From Twin Bridges on up to wards Heise Hot 
Springs there is a lot of access.  The river has lower flows so 
if you walk some distance you can access water that’s not 
gotten as much pressure. 
 
Good Luck and Good Fishing! 

 

 
John has much to offer anyone that is interested in becoming a better fly tier 
and fisherman. 
 

Join us for enjoyable evening as John shares his fishing adventures, 
experiences and knowledge of fishing some of the most outstanding fishing 
areas Montana has to offer.  
 

Best Fishes and Sincerely, 
 
Tom Banyas 
Programs Guy 
Southeast Idaho Fly Fishers. 
 

John Taylorõs Hotspot 

South Fork 
By John Taylor, Newsletter Contributor 

Clark Canyon & Georgetown Lake  from  page 1  

ñéJohn has much to offer 

anyone that is interested in 

becoming a better fly tier and 

fishermanéò 

Stillwater Fishing Strategy ï A very effective approach to setting the hook when you feel or feel a strike is the ñstrike and 

stripò method.  This method is simply pulling back on the line when you feel a fish and not raising the rod.  The advantage of 

this method is it keeps the fly in the ñstrike zoneò.  Use this approach when dry fly fishing as well. 
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skiing, in a couple of weeks. 
 
Did my dream come true? I feel that it did for me. I was able to spend seven 
days hiking in an incredibly scenic area, with breathtaking views around almost 
every corner (I ended up taking almost 500 photos). It’s true, I didn’t catch any 
golden trout, and the brookies I did catch were all pan sized, but the fish were 
there in impressive numbers and willing to take flies on top. I’ve been dreaming 
ever since, of going back and seeing more of what this area has to offer. From 
all I’ve read, those big goldens are just around the next corner, and in lakes with 
even more breathtaking surroundings than what I have seen so far! Hopefully, 
by next year, Ron will feel up to going back to see all that he missed. Besides, 

we still need to make it across the continental divide!  

 

Dream Comes True  from page 2  

Idaho Fish & Game 
By Jennifer Jackson, Regional Conservation Educator 

 
A Fishy Update from Idaho Fish and Game 

 
Even though snow still blankets the ground and ice fishing has not wrapped up yet, Fish and Game has turned its thoughts to 
spring and summer fishing opportunities and events.  As you read this update, keep an eye out for something you might be 
willing to help with.  We can always use volunteers! 
 
Trout in the Classroom – We have 18 committed Trout in the Classroom teachers here in southeast Idaho school districts, 
including Preston, Shelley, Blackfoot, Aberdeen, American Falls, Pocatello, and Marsh Valley.  Another teacher from Highland 
High School has also contacted me about the program.  If she gets on board, that will make for 19 classrooms with all four 
Pocatello high schools represented (Highland, Century, Pocatello, and New Horizon Alternative High Schools).  A huge ―thanks‖ 
goes out to SEIFF and Simplot for generous donations again this year to help with the purchase of additional chillers—and 
thanks to PetCo for their fabulous discounts that help us stretch those dollars. 
 
Challenges to face this year include teachers who are not able to take their kids on field trips to release their fish.  Even when 
the money is offered, various school districts are still not allowing the TIC teachers to take the students on the field trips.  Some 
teachers are going to try to schedule weekend or afterschool trips that are completely optional, or will schedule a fun fish 
education day to take place on school grounds during school hours.  I know of two private schools—Holy Spirit Catholic School 
and Grace Lutheran School—that are still able to do fish releases and fishing days. 
 
As schools schedule their events, I will keep the club updated.  We can always use extra hands to help with fish dissections, fly 
tying demos, casting instruction, fish releases, etc.  And, the hours you donate are counted for the federal matching program—
which means money for aquatic education for next year. 
 
Take Me Fishing Trailer – The Take Me Fishing Trailer is going to be travelling all over eastern and southeastern Idaho again 
this spring and summer.  If you haven’t had a chance to see this trailer in action, you are missing out.   The trailer is loaded with 
fishing poles, lures, bait, nets, and all kinds of other tackle—available for check out to the public.  And, there is an educational 
fishing permit associated with the trailer, which means that those who register at the trailer when it arrives at a particular fishery, 
can fish without a license while the trailer is on site.  Fish and Game’s hope is that new anglers, especially youth, will be able to 
get ―hooked‖ on fishing or will become reacquainted with a pastime they forgot they enjoyed. 
 
Fish and Game has worked out a spring/summer schedule which we will make available on SEIFF’s Web site.  We are also 
looking for people who love fishing and working with youth to help staff the trailer.  We have a couple of paid positions 
associated with the trailer for the months of April through June, and will hopefully have additional funding after July 1

st
 to 

continue to pay technicians to run the trailer.  An announcement will be posted with Job Service in the next couple of weeks.  If 
you are interested in applying for a non-benefitted, temporary paid position, please do so.  
The hours worked per week will vary.  There are two four-hour fishing events per week scheduled in June, with some fish trailer 
equipment maintenance scattered in there.  The fish techs would also help with TIC in April and May—likely just a few hours 
scheduled here and there as teachers need it.  I will be sure to let the SEIFF club know when the job announcements have 
been posted.  Even with paid technicians to help run the trailer, volunteers are always needed and welcome at the trailer 
events! 
 
Free Fishing Day – Saturday, June 11

th
.  We have four locations for various half-day FFD celebrations.  If you are interested in 

helping, let me know!! 
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In attendance: 
Darrell Brown, Denny Jones, Roger Thompson, Tom Banyas, 
Jennifer Jackson, Bud Smalley, and Dave Johnson.  Darrell 
welcomed Jennifer Jackson as a new member of the board. 
  
Financial report: 
Savings: $9,239     Checking:  $1,757 
  
Future Programs: 
John Stenerson will present the program for our March 
meeting.  Dave Teuscher, Idaho Fisheries Manger - Idaho 
Fish & Game, will present "The State of the Waters," for our 
April meeting. 
  
Club Representation to TU Council Meeting March 2011: 
Darrell informed us that he will be out of town and not 
available to attend this meeting and he asked if any of the 
board would be able to attend to represent SEIFF at this 
meeting.  It will be held in Hailey over March 11 and 12. 
  
TU Chapter Efficiency Index: 
Darrell passed around the current hours of club activities. 
  
Idaho Fish and Game: 
Jennifer Jackson attended as a representative for F & G.  
She gave us an update on the community fishing pond 
project.  She also gave us an update on Trout in the 
Classroom. There are units available in 19 local schools 
including one in each of the four high schools in Pocatello.  
  
Sportsmen Against Hunger: 
SEIFF manned a table at this event in the CAL Store.  It was 
well attended and the money raised exceeded last year’s 
amount. It was reported that they raised about $1,300 toward 
the local Idaho Food Bank. 
  
Holt Arena Spring EXPO 
Portneuf River Outfitters will have a booth at the Spring 
EXPO in Holt Arena.  Roger has asked SEIFF if we want to 
put our banner up publicizing the club and possibly selling 
club memberships at the event. We will need club members 
to man the booth March 24, 25 and 26.  More info is available 

SEIFF Board Officers  
Darrell Brown, President  
Dan Murbarger, Vice -President 
Clyde Lowther, Treasurer  
Dave Johnson, Secretary 
Darrell Brown, Webmaster/Newsletter Editor  
 
Website: Google òSEIFFó or 
http://www.orgsites.com/id/seidahoflyfishers/in
dex.html  

at the club website. 
  
Lapel Pins: 
Lapel pins with the SEIFF logo on them are available for 
$5.00 each. They will be available at club meetings and at 
PRO. 
  
Idaho Falls Fly Tying EXPO Volunteers: 
Darrell passed around a sign-up sheet for the April EXPO 
in Idaho Falls on April 15 and 16.  The sheet will be 
available at the upcoming meeting for anyone available to 
help on those dates. 
  
TU Chapter Bylaws 
Darrell will draft proposed club bylaws for the next board 
meeting to review and ratify by the board. 
  
SEIFF Newsletter: 
Articles for the next club newsletters are due.  Tom will try 
to do an article for April’s newsletter as well. 
  
Fish and Game Fishing Trailer: 
Jennifer informed us that Idaho Fish and Game will be 
posting a paid position for someone to transport the Free 
Fishing trailer to scheduled event around the area.  This 
will be a direct hire position who will report to Jennifer 
Jackson.  Anyone with fishing experience can apply by 
contacting Jennifer. 

 

Board Meeting Minutes 
By Dave Johnson, Secretary 

Upcoming Club Program  
 
March 10 ð Fishing Clark Canyon and 
Georgetown Lake ð John Stenersen 
 

Upcoming Events  
 
March 2011 ð Northwest Expo ð Albany, Oregon 
 
April 2011 ð Wasatch and Eastern Idaho Expos 
 
 

More information available at òSEIFFó website 

If you would like to contribute to this newsletter send your 

article to: Darrell Brown at dbrown1601@cableone.net. 
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