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We used to celebrate Valentine‟s Day at the annual Appreciation 
Tea for our chapter.  It is after all the perfect holiday to honor all of 

you!  Judi and I still wish we could party with you on this special 

holiday but alas, the weather is so delightful in September  

in Chicago, and so it goes. 

No matter because you and the children we serve are always  

in our hearts every day of the year. 

Happy Heart day to the angels who know  
exactly what it all means!    

Happy stitching,  Linda 

ps Spring is right around the corner J 
          

Judi recently tallied blanket donations and reported the following: 

     YEARS OF PROGRESSé 

      Year                Blankets donated 

1996-2001                5,029 

2002                          2,501 

2003                          3,900 
2004                          4,854 

2005                          7,954 

2006       7,447 

2007                          8,905 

2008                          9,847 

2009                        10,178 

Grand Total            60,614 
 

"Event Calendar 
YNote all Blanket Bees are held on Saturday 

Place: The Northbrook United Methodist Church 
1190 Western Avenue (Western Avenue & Cherry Lane) 

T̄ime: 8:30 am-2:30 pm 
Please Bring a Box Lunch-Beverages, 

snacks and sweets are provided. 
 

YFEBRUARY 20-*NATIONAL MAKE A BLANKET DAY-THIS IS A 
NATIONWIDE EVENT.  WE ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO MAKE A 
BLANKET ON THIS DAY OR HOLD A PRIVATE BLANKET MAKING 
EVENT WITH FRIENDS ON FEB. 20

TH   

*WE DO NOT MEET ON THIS DAY 
 

YMARCH 20- BLANKET BEE 
 

YMAY 22- BLANKET BEE (PLEASE CHECK, THIS DATE AS IT       
MAY CHANGE BECAUSE OF THE CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE) 
 

YJULY 17- BLANKET BEE 
 

YSEPTEMBER 25 APPRECIATION TEA/Luncheon 

 

REMEMBER-RESERVATIONS ARE NECESSARY FOR 

ALL LINUS EVENTS! 

For reservations please call Judi-498.3987 

or email Linda at Linuschicago@aol.com 
 

Penny Gidd runs the successful 
Sit „n Stitch at night event at Starbucks in 

downtown Northbrook.  Stop by and see what 

everyone is buzzing about! 

It is a most enjoyable evening!  7pm-9pm 
The Third Wednesday of each month 

Feb. 17th, March 17th, April 21st, May 19th, June 16th 

Starbucks Cafe-1931 Cherry Lane, Northbrook 
 

ñTrade a cold morning for a 

warm feelingéò 
 

Dear Blanketeers, 

   Since polar fleece became popular, Project 

Linus has been blessed with more and more 

fleece blankets.  It's a wonderful material, 

comes in fabulous kid colors and patterns 

and is easy to make into a blanket. 

    As many of you know, some of the fleece 

blankets come in needing a little TLC… it just takes a little 

attention to make them the perfect blanket for a child. 
   We're hoping to start tackling some of these issues before they 

make it to blanket day.  Judi has set up tables and kindly offered 

her home to host a 'fleece doctoring morning'.  We've set the first 

two dates as Wednesday, February 10th and Wednesday, March 

10th from 9:00am - 12:00am.  We'll spend the morning with 

friends inspecting, untying, cutting, laughing, skip stitching etc.  

Basically trading a cold morning for a warm feeling. 

    If you'd like to join us let us know.  The more hands we have, 

the faster these blankets will head on to their final destination.  If 

you'd like to help but can't make these dates, please also let us 

know.  We're hoping to make this a steady event and would like 
to include all those who would like to help. 

 Thanks so much! ♥Karen G.  Judi also said she'll have coffee 

and snacks!  Now, how can you resist!      

                                        jkgrage@comcast.net     847-940-8732 
 

 

♥Ingrid Amberg loves to tell the story of how she became 

involved with Project Linus.  A Linus notice posted at Hobby 

Lobby caught her attention one day because she is an avid 
Peanuts fan.  Ingrid was curious but as she describes it, “life just 

kept getting in the way” and she did not pursue it.  When 

Hurricane Katrina hit she was spurred into action and with the 

help of 10 people from her congregation made 30 “Kovers for 

Katrina” blankets the first afternoon and has not stopped since.       
 

A proud accomplishment has been the Caring Hands group she 

has organized.  Ingrid notes, “This group has become more than 

I had ever imagined.  I was looking for camaraderie and some 

blankets and I think our count in about 4+ years is 1,930 

blankets, quilts and afghans.”  The Caring Hands group works 

on Linus blankets once a month at Christ Lutheran Church, 9:30-

1:30, 595 Deerpath Rd, Vernon Hills on the following days, 

January 9,   February 13, March 20, April 10, May 15, July 10, 
August 14, September 11, October 9 and November 13th. 

Everyone is welcome to join this fun group ranging in age from 

4 to 80+.  They quilt, knit, crochet, and craft fleece.  They have a 

few  ladies who teach  knitting and crochet skills as well.   

For further information please contact Ingrid at  847-566-1818 

 



: Our chapter donated blankets to the young victims of 

the devastation in Haiti. Here is an account of what 
happened when children landed in Florida , written by the PL 
chapter coordinator in Orlando.  
 

     Haitians started arriving by the thousands at a local airport and I 

saw the grand plan. After assurances of need from one of my 

regular contacts at the sheriff's victim‟s assistance office, I enlisted 

total strangers to sit at my dining room table and label fleece, or to 

shuttle bags of labeled fleece toward the airport. Dust bunnies of 

fleece fuzz line the halls of my home (and my lungs, too, no 

doubt). Every arriving blanket was immediately labeled, bagged 
with 14 others and, on a daily basis, driven more than 20 miles to 

the airport. Last night, the local 11 pm news showed orphans 

leaving the airport with their newly adopted families (after being 

"processed" in the airport for more than a day) all snuggled up in 

PL fleece blankets! The sound you hear? That's me doing the 

happy Snoopy dance. Susan M. Orlando/Central Florida Chapter 
 

“You can never leave behind someone who has touched your life 

so profoundly.” Leah Stewart  
 

To inspire her readers, quilter Olivia Dreizen recently quoted 

this article on her website www.oliviaquilts.com 
___________________ 

This article was written by one of the members and staff 

writers from  butyoudon‟tlooksick.com. 
It shows yet another example that we can all help, volunteer 

or fundraise for worthy causes. It can be a penny drive, 

volunteering time, or even making a quilt!  
Find something you love and do it for others! 

 

Itôs no wonder that Linus Van Pelt was never seen without 

his famous blankie. Blankies bestow a sense of power, 
comradeship, and knowledge that you are loved. When one 

questions what lesson will I learn from this experience, it 

often takes time, sometimes a lot of time, to finally receive 
the answer which satisfies.  However, imagine being a child 

in a hospital bed, wondering whatôs going on around you 

and scared out of your wits. You may feel alone, very alone, 
and very little. The world goes on spinning and here you are 

stuck in a bed and sick, but then someone comes in and 

hands you a quilt, a beautiful, colorful, handmade quilt. It is 

then that you realize there is more to life than the hospital 
bed. Someone out there cares. Someone out there was 

thinking of you and loves you and wants to keep you warm.  
 

Each quilt from Project Linus is made with loving hands; 

and I do believe that each quilt, somehow finds the right 

child to protect and empower. Therefore, perhaps the 
answer lies neither in the stars, nor in genius minds, but in 

the simple, traditional, and warm quilt. What more to life is 

there than being loved, kept warm, and visually stimulated 
by beautiful images? It may seem ineffective when pieces of 

fabric are sprawled out over rooms of your house and your 

sewing machine is covered in thread, but just remember that 
somewhere out there is a child waiting for your quilt- the 

quilt which will not only become a best friend, but an answer 

to all the questions.  

  

A quilt is just a quilt until it is loved; it is at that 
ÔÉÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ×ÈÁÔ 0ÅÁÎÕÔÓȭ ÃÒÅÁÔÏÒ Charles 
3ÃÈÕÌÔÚ ÃÏÉÎÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÂÌÁÎËÅÔȢȱ  
 

IJoin the PL Blanket Making Challenge for 2010!  

 òLet the Games Beginó is the tea  theme this year in honor of 

the Chicago bid for the Summer 2016 Olympics.  Make a 

blanket that has something to do with games. The sky is the 

limit! Join the challenge for 2010 and submit for judging at 

the Tea!      GOOD LUCK!    Great prizes are involved!   
 
                      

Single Layer Fringed Fleece 
Blanket  on 2 Sides  

 

Very simple, no sew blanket.  
Children can u sually help with this one.  

 

Materials  
1-1/3 to 1-½ yard piece of fleece.  

Fleece is usually about 55" wide. 

 

Trim away the selvage edges, so all 4 sides have a cut edge. 

Straighten all edges. 

The edges of the fleece that will not be fringed may be finished 

by turning under and stitching, cut with pinking shears or a wavy 

rotary cutter blade, or simply left as is. 

Place masking tape 3-4" from the edge on top and bottom of 
blanket to be used as a cutting guide. (note: please make fringe 

4” if knotting) 

Cut 1" wide strips (cut from edge to masking tape to make 

fringe). Remove masking tape. 

Tie knots on each piece of the fringe or leave it unknotted.  

DO NOT knot two pieces together. 
 

“The happiest of people don't necessarily have the best of 

everything;  They just make the most of everything.” 
 

Loving Careé 
This is a picture of 

blanketeer, ♥Karen Grage, 

surrounded by  

the amazing red, white  

and blue quilts she  

lovingly created for  
Snowball Express.  

Snowball Express started 

in early 2006 with a simple 

idea: Provide hope and new memories to the children of military 

fallen heroes who have died while on active duty since 9/11. 

Project Linus has actively supported Snowball each year.  A 

national PL coordinator requests blankets for the annual 

gathering of widows and children to ensure that each child is 

provided a blanket.  Over 1,000 children attend the event. 

Karen jumped at the chance to help this year and made all eight 

blankets that our chapter pledged by herself!  A novice quilter, 
Karen immersed herself in the task of learning difficult 

techniques and produced absolutely spectacular string quilts with 

fleece backings!    

 



Project Linus QUICK QUILT #1 

with fleece backing 
 

 
 

Fabric #1:  2 strips approx. 6" X 43" 

                  2 strips approx. 6" X 20" 

                 1 strip approx . 9" X 20" 

Fabric #2:  2 strips approx. 12" X 20" 
 

Fleece backing fabric approx. 35" X 43" 
 

Directions: Use ¼" seams through out. 
 

√ Take the strip of #1 fabric that is 9" X 20" and sew the #2 fabric 

strips to each side along the long side. You will now have the 

center of your quilt that is approximately 33" X 20".  

√ Take the 2 strips that are 6" X 20" (this will make the ends of 
your borders) and attach to each end, you will now have alternating 

stripes. Press your seams closed and to one side.  

√Using the 2 strips that are 6" X 43" sew down each side of 

rectangle running opposite of the other piece to finish the border. 

Press these seams closed and to one side.  

√Place backing fleece (right sides together) on pieced top.  

√Machine stitch around the four sides, leaving a 6” opening to turn 

blanket right side out.    

√Stitch opening closed to finish.  

→Note: this is a fun pattern to use with leftover fabric scraps. 
 

The Book Shelf  

The Loverôs Knot 

Favorite themes of quilting, 

mystery, romance and friendship 

are woven beautifully into this 

debut book in the Someday 

Quilts Mystery Series by Claire O‟Donohue.   

Cuddle up with this “cozy” and a cup of tea this 

winter between blanket making projects!  (the 

second book in the series, Drunkard‟s Path was 

published in September)  

While My Pretty One Knits 
Wonderful characters, a cozy knit shop, 
friendship,  picturesque setting in Plum Grove, 

MA and murder and romance are all engaging in 

this first novel of a new knitting mystery series.  

Anne Canadeo writes a most enjoyable debut 

novel and even includes project instructions and 

a recipe!  Another fun “cozy” to enjoy during the 

chilly months ahead. 

 

“You can never get a cup of tea large enough, or a book long 

enough to suit me.”                  C.S. Lewis 
 

Dear Project Linus, 

     Do you have (or do you know) a need for quilts to use in a 

death of a child? 

     We just lost our 5 year old grandson, and he was buried with 

a quilt I had made him. This was a comfort to me.  I will 
continue with my usual Project Linus support, please know how 

important it is to support a family having a loss. 

     Thanks for your kindness in comforting children and families 

going through crisis,    

             Mary 

 

Dear Project Linus, My 16 year old daughter was 
admitted to the ICU as she had bacterial meningitis & was very 

ill. She woke up unable to see so we described the beautiful quilt 

she had been given when admitted. It was keeping her warm & 

she said it felt soft. About 12 hours later her vision returned & 

she said our words didn't do the gorgeous quilt justice. It is in 

shades of orange & purple & she loves it!! Thank you so much 

for your time & generosity; most of all thank you for 
remembering that older kids still love their "blankies"! It has a 

place of honor on her bed now that she is home & fully 

recovered & will be treasured always.  

With gratitude, Sherri & Alexa M. 

 

ñMay today there be peace within. May you trust that you are 

exactly where you are meant to be. May you not forget the 

infinite possibilities that are born of faith in yourself and others. 

May you use the gifts that you have received, and pass on the 

love that has been given to you. May you be content with 

yourself just the way you are. Let this knowledge settle into your 

bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise 

and love. It is there for each and every one of us.ò 

 

ǄPROJECT LINUS....DID YOU KNOW?Ǆ 

 

Fun facts and figures about Project Linus: 
 

♥Karen Loucks started Project Linus on Dec. 24, 1995. 

♥The Chicagoland Chapter began in Northbrook in 

   1996 by Gina Saperstein. 

♥Project Linus has been in existance for 5,117 days as of   

January 1, 2010. 

♥Project Linus has had nonprofit status since May 12, 1997. 

♥Project Linus has officially collected 3,011,944 blankets as of 

September 30, 2009. If 60% of them are fabric, that translates 

into about 5,421,499 yards of fabric. If 40% are afghans, that is 

about 9,638,220 skeins of yarn. 
Most importantly, that means that 3,011,944 kids were 

comforted by our blankets. 

♥If each blanket is an average of 60" long, and we laid them end 

to end, they would stretch 15,059,720 feet or 2,852 miles. That 

is as tall as 519 Mt. Everests, or 10,357 Sears Towers or 12,048 

Empire State Buildings or as long as 50,199 football fields! 

♥Assuming each delivered blanket had a label, the cost for labels 

would be $90,358. 

♥As of January 1, 2010, Project Linus has 378 chapters in the 

United States. We have 378 wonderful, compassionate 

coordinators. 

♥If each of our 378 coordinators donates an average of 20 hours 
per week to their chapter,  that would mean about 1,040 hours 

per year each. And that's just coordinators! 



♥Think you're not making a financial contribution to Project 
Linus?  How much money is your time worth? Even at minimum 

wage, part-time-20 hours per week is a salary of $7,280 in donated 

time per year, per coordinator. If you are talking about 378 

coordinators, it is a value of $2,751,840 per year. 

 

. Linda and Judi,  

My 4 year old son received one of your beautiful 

blankets for Christmas from the Horizon Hospice Santa 

and I just wanted to let you know how very much we 

appreciate and love it.  You have never met him yet 

somehow the blanket is just perfect, his favorite colors 

and trucks.  As I tuck him in at night with it, I am 

reminded of the generosity of strangers.   

Thank you so much for the blanket and for everything 

you do.    

Happy Holidays, Susan L 
 

¦ 4(% (%!,4(9 ",!.+%4%%2ȣ  
 

Hand strengthening exercises: 

Door opener- 
Start with your forearm resting on a table, palm down.  

Keeping you little finger on the table, turn your hand, fingers 

spread, so the palm faces up.   
Perform 10 repetitions. 

„Hi‟ & „Bye‟  

To strengthen and limber your wrist and forearm, rest your 
forearm on a table with your hand hanging over the edge.  

Keep fingers relaxed and bend your wrist up and down as if 

you are waving slowly.   

Repeat 10 times.                                          Arthritis Foundation 

 
Always remember to forget the troubles that pass your way; BUT 

NEVER forget the blessings that come each day. 

 

$$$ Free Cash Donations $$$  

   We thank all the people who 

have graciously supported  the 

JEWEL SHOP & SHARE C ertificate 

program.  Our chapter has received 

regular cash donations from $50.00 to 

$100.00 every few  months as a result of 

the òfreeó donations generated  by  

sh opping at the Jewel .  

    The store  recently  replaced the 

certificates with gift cards, making the 

process much easier.  Now you simply 

purchase gift cards  from our  chapter  at 

face value and in any denomination that 

you wi sh .    

Project Linus  receive s  5% o f the cost .   

    The cards are used just like cas h 

and can be used at any time and at any 

Jewel/Osco location  making th em a 

more convenient choice than  the 

certificate specified date program.   

Here is a n example of the potential  of 

this opportunity ñ 

I f 50  people bought $50 .00 gift cards 

each week for a year , our chapter 

would earn $6,500 ! 

Please consider using these gift cards  

if you shop at the J ewel .   Email us if 

you are interested in helping.  

Linuschicago@aol.com or call Linda at 

847.498.6074  

Thank you!  Remember to share  the 

idea  with a friend too J 

 

“Life‟s most persistant and urgent question is, “What are you 

doing for others?” “                                Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
 

Cookbooks available again… 
If you are interested in purchasing the 

chapter cookbook-Kitchen of Kindness - 

Remarkable Recipes for Remarkable 

People, please call Linda at 847.498.6074. 

The book is in its second printing and is full 
of amazing recipes. They are $12.00 plus 

$3.00 shipping or save shipping charges and 

purchase them at all blanket bees and PL 

gatherings. To view details of the book and 

a sample recipe, visit     cookbooks4sale.com 
 

 

Lucyõs help deské 
Dear Lucy: When I make fleece blankets the 

fringe always looks scraggly and uneven.  What am 

I doing wrong? 
 

Lucy:  It is very important to use a ruler or 1” 

marked tape when cutting fleece fringe. Using a very sharp pair 

of scissors, carefully cut 3” fringe at 1” intervals.  Leave the 

fringe alone or knot each piece of fringe on itself.  Do not knot 2 

pieces of fringe together as this creates bulging and a blanket 
that has a bowl like effect.  To watch a youtube chapter 

demonstration of this technique, log on to our chapter website 

and click on the first option under Helpful Links or copy this 

address: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cv4WVOiUpYc&feature=ch

annel 

 

mailto:Linuschicago@aol.com


 

 

 

Dear Friends: 

On behalf of Connections for Abused Women 

and their Children thank you for your recent in-

kind donation of 30 blankets.  This donation 

certainly demonstrates that you share our belief that everyone 

deserves a life free from violence and abuse. 

Each day CAWC is called upon by individuals who wish to take 

those first brave steps toward breaking the cycle of violence in 

their lives…Since our inception as the first domestic violence 
program in Chicago in 1977, we have assisted thousands create 

futures free from abuse.  Today services are offered through four 

different programs…these programs serve over 1,500 adults and 

children a year in person as well as respond to over 1,000 crisis 

intervention phone calls.  We invite you to visit our website at 

www.cawc.org  anytime to learn more  

about these services. 

Thank you again for your contribution.  Having the donated items 

which you provided helps those we  

serve meet their basic physical needs.  They are grateful for your 

support. 

Sincerely,  

Anne Borg, Development Director 
 

 

άIŜǊƻŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ 
when it needs to be done, regardless of the 
ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΦέ 
 

 

Kids Helping 
Kidsé 

Lavergne Biagini brought her 

remarkable granddaughter, Briana, to 

blanket day recently.  Briana is 10 years 

old and is a proud blanketeer thanks to 

her grandma.  Briana was happy to 

“show and tell” with the very special 

blanket she made for Project Linus and 

said that her grandma taught her how to 

sew and her aunt started teaching her chains when she was 8 years 
old!  Briana was applauded by fellow blanketeers for a job well 

done.  

 

ñCharacter building begins in our infancy and continues 

until death.ò                                                              Eleanor Roosevelt  

 
The January blanket bee was a tremendous success! We processed 

over 960 blankets. Many thanks to all the kind hearts and helping 

hands who worked so hard all day to accomplish such a task. Over 

80 blanketeers arrived ready for action. 

We are in the process of adding all our blanketeers to yahoo 

groups.You will receive an invitation in the next few weeks to join 

this group. Please do so! This is a group forum for all blanketeers 

and Linus friends to share ideas, announcements, photos, stories or 

anything related to Project Linus and our chapter. Please note that 

this is a closed group so others cannot join without permission. No 

one will share email addresses or make public what is discussed. 

 

If you know of someone who has not shared an email address 

with us and would like to be included, please encourage them to 

send us their email address at Linuschicago@aol.com 
We have posted photos from the January blanket bee as well as 

great patterns and ideas. Click on the left side of the page to find 

the photos and files. We will also send announcements of 

meetings and topics of importance. 

As a member you will also be able to share photos of your 
projects and ideas.    

Thank you for considering this important opportunity, 

 Linda and Judi 
 

  While some blanketeers find the internet to be unfriendly 

and   difficult at best, please read the following and consider 

signing up for our Linuschicago yahoo group.  
It could make you happy each day! J 

  Author Gretchen Rubin has written The Happiness Project 

and suggests that there are great ways to achieve daily 

happiness.    She writes “The brain is stimulated by surprise, 

and successfully dealing with an unexpected situation gives a 

powerful sense of satisfaction.” 

  Please give yahoo groups a try, find new friends and new   

possibilities!    http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Linuschicago/ 

 

Joann Fabrics discount cards are still available to all 

Project Linus Blanketeers.  If you would like a card,  

please email Linda at Linuschicago@aol.com with your 

name and address and a card will be sent to you. 

 

Mom's Easy Banana Bread or Muffins 

Prairie Kitchen Cooking School 

This is so easy, a one bowl, wooden spoon recipe. 
 

3 ripe bananas, mashed 

1 cup sugar 

1 egg beaten 

1 stick butter, melted 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1 1/2 cups flour 

1 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp baking powder 

3/4 cup bittersweet chocolate chips (I use Toll House) 

1/2 cup chopped walnuts, optional 
  

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a loaf pan generously. Stir 
bananas, sugar, egg, butter & vanilla together in a medium bowl. 

  

Add flour, baking soda & baking powder to bowl & stir until 

blended. Stir in chips & nuts, if using. Pour into a prepared loaf 

pan.  Bake 50 minutes or until a wooden pick inserted in the 

center comes out clean. Bake 15-18 minutes if making banana 

muffins. 

 From Bunny Stoops and Amanda Steele 

 

 

http://www.cawc.org/
mailto:Linuschicago%40aol.com
mailto:Linuschicago@aol.com


LIVING COLOR Newsletter INFORMATION! 
Please consider receiving this newsletter 

online.  It not only saves paper but you can view all the 
photos in color! 
PLEASE Email Linda at Linuschicago@aol.com if you 
would like to receive the online version.    
Remember too that the newsletter is always available 

on the website at 
www.orgsites.com/il/projectlinuschicago 

 

#  

♥ 
A great last minute gift!  So much nicer than a greeting 

card and we do all the work. 

HONOR SOMEONE SPECIAL WITH 
A Project Linus Tribute CardΧ"  

Honor or remember a friend with a PL Tribute Card! With a 
$5.00 or more donation, a lovely card will be personalized 
and mailed for you.   
RECIPIENT  
NAME______________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS______________________________________ 
GREETING-In honor of___In memory of_____ or other 
_________________________________________________
_ 
_________________________________________________
_ 
_________________________________________________
_ 
 
 
YOUR NAME______________________________________ 
 YOUR PHONE#____________________________________ 
To order: Call Linda at 847-498-6074 or email 
Linuschicago@aol.com OR send form to: Linda Neuman, 
1230 Thornapple, Northbrook, IL 60062  
Please include a check made out to Project Linus.  
 

The chapter website: 
www.orgsites.com/il/projectlinuschicago 

The Blanketeer Bulletin Board has all the current events from our 

chapter.  Feel free to send news items that you think would be of 

interest to the Blanketeers!  Please call Linda at 847.498.6074 or 

email Linuschicago@aol.com 

Ideas and pictures are most welcome! 

 

CUse inexpensive coffee filters as an easy-to-tear backing for 

embroidering or appliquéing on lightweight fabrics. 

 

 

12-03-09 
 

Dear Project Linus,  

Recently, our daughter Kendall was hospitalized on two separate 

occasions at St. Alexius Medical Center in Hoffman Estates, 

Illinois.  Kendall was 7.5 months old at the time.  While in the 

hospital, Kendall received an adorable puppy blanket…This 

wonderful gift surrounded her with warmth and love.  We truly 

appreciate all of the time and effort that went into creating this 
lovely gift.  We will treasure it always! 

 

Sincerely, The Wolf Family 

 

“One of the most important things you can do for your children 

is to give them happy memories of their childhood.”                                                     
Tasha Tudor 
 

 

Joan Matthews writes: 
 

My daughter loves her quilt, which she received at Evanston 

Hospital. Her eyes lit up when she saw it, and she immediately 
covered her stuffed animals with it, to comfort them. Thank you, 

anonymous someone, who crocheted this quilt consisting of 50 

stripes, 25 different colored rows interspersed with off-white 

rows. It is now draped on her couch as she recovers at home. She 

was watching JOSEPH AND THE TECHNICOLOR DREAM 

COAT before she got sick.  

Now she has her own "quilt of many colors." 
 

A Remarkable Scout! 
Summary of my Eagle Project 

By Joshua T. Van Assche 
Please note: Joshua donated over 400 

blankets to Project Linus in December.  

Her continues to support PL and has 

pledged to be a lifelong blanketeer. 

My name is Joshua VanAssche and I am 

14 years old. I am a Life Scout in Troop 

493 in Schaumburg, Illinois. I am 

currently a freshman at Conant High 

School in Hoffman Estates, Illinois.  This past winter my friend 

Emily was diagnosed with Hodgkin‟s disease. I wanted to do 

something that would bring her comfort when she would go for 
her treatments. I remembered how much my security blanket 

that I had when I was younger brought me comfort. I decided to 

make her a fleece blanket in her favorite color. When she 

received the blanket that I made her she was so happy.  This 

made me want to help other children who are ill and scared. I 

made the decision with the help of my community to make 

blankets for children that are going through an illness and need 

comfort.  

When I started my research for my Eagle Project, I learned about 

Project Linus. Project Linus mission is to supply handmade 

security blankets to comfort children who are critically ill, 

traumatized or otherwise in need. I thought if I devote my Eagle 
Project to Project Linus and all the good they do. I would be able 

to reach more children in many hospitals, as opposed to working 

with only one hospital.         

I had gone to my current and former schools, businesses, church, 

religious education program boy, cub and girls scouts for help 

with making blankets and donations. I received donated food, 

 beverages, money, gift cards, fabric and handmade blankets by 

all the above mentioned organizations. Currently there have been 

mailto:Linuschicago@aol.com


a total of 391 blankets made. There will be more blankets donated 

by my community and myself after the holidays.  

 I have hosted and directed 4 workshops with 280 people attending 

and 258 blankets that were made at these workshops. An additional 

133 blankets were made and then donated from my church 

community, religious education students, my elementary and 
junior high community, family and PTA members from Fairview. 

One of the best gifts that came back in the donations and the help 

that I received is that Emily, her sister and her mom have been 

such big supporters of my project. They made 26 blankets for the 

Project. The best news is Emily is now cancer free. She just 

celebrated her 15th Birthday this November and is back running on 

the school team and just started driver‟s education.  
 

ά¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ 
there is nothing more artistic than to love 

otheǊǎΦέ         Vincent van Gogh  

  

 

 

Dear Judi Goldman & Linda Neuman,  

Thank you to your Project Linus chapter for 

the donation of twenty handmade security 

blankets.  Children in our WIC Program will 

receive these wonderful blankets.  

Ceda Northwest considers you a  partner in 

fulfilling our mission òto work in partnership 

with communities to empower families and 

individuals to achieve self -sufficiency and 

improve their quality of life.ó 

Your thoughtfulness will help make a 

difference in the live s of the community 

mem bers we serve.   

Thank you!  

Sincerely, Ron Jordan,  

Executive Director  

 

 

Sewing fun on the internet:  

Purlsoho.com   

Find natural, heirloom quality fibers.  

Sewmamasew .com  

Free patterns, lots of ideas and sharing . 

 

 

.  Dear Project Linus,  
Wishing you health, happiness and the child-like joy this 
season brings.  
The /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ {ƘǊƛƴŜǊΩs Hospital wishes to thank you for your 
unending support of our kids with your beautiful blankets. 
They elicit smiles on these great ƪƛŘǎΩ faces.   
Thank you,  

Child Life Department 

Wheat Ears Baby 

Afghan-Knitting 

pattern 
 

Size: Approx. 30" x 36" 

Materials Needed: 
15 oz. 4-ply Red Heart Soft 

yarn 

Size: 10- 1/2 knitting needles 

Directions: 

Cast on 122 st. Pattern is a 

multiple of 8 st with 10 st for 

the side borders (5 st ea). 

Rows 1-5: Knit. 

Row 6 (wrong side): K5, p6, k2, yo, sl 1, k1, psso, (p4, k2, yo, 

sl 1, k1, psso) across to last 11 st, p6, k5. 

Row 7: K11, p2, yo purlwise (bringing yarn end to front), p2 

tog, (k4, p2, yo purlwise, p2 tog) across to last 11 st, k11. 
Rows 8-13: Repeat rows 6-7 three more times. 

Row 14: K5, p2, k2, yo, sl 1, k1, psso, (p4, k2, yo, sl 1, k1, psso) 

across to last 7 st, p2, k5. 

Row 15: K7, p2, yo purlwise, p2 tog, (k4, p2, yo purlwise, p2 

tog) across to last 7 st, k7. 

Rows 16-21: Repeat rows 14-15 three more times. 

Repeat rows 6-21 until piece measures 35". Knit last 5 rows and 

bind off. 

Copyright 2010, Project Linus National Headquarters.  

All Rights Reserved. 

 

Sideways Shell Baby Afghan-

Crochet Pattern 
 

Approximate Size 

30" x 38" 
Materials 

18 oz. of 4-ply machine washable yarn 

Gauge 

With size I crochet hook, 1 cluster= 1 

inch, and 3 rows = 2 inches 

Note 

The pattern can be adjusted to any size, made in any yarn with 

any size hook. It is a multiple of 3 sts, + 2 sts.) 

Directions 

Chain 92 loosely. 

Row 1: In the 5th chain from hook, work 1 sc, ch 2, and 2 dc, 
*skip 2 ch, work 1 sc, ch 2, and 2 dc all in the next ch. Repeat 

from * across to last 3 ch (29 clusters), skip 2 ch, work 1 dc in 

the last ch. 

Row 2: Chain 3, turn. Work 1 sc, ch2, and 2 dc clustered all in 

the first ch-2 loop. Repeat in all loops across to last loop. Work 1 

dc in ch-3 space at the end of row. 

Repeat Row 2 until piece measures approximately 36". Do not 

break off yarn. Continue around the corner and the remaining 3 

sides of the blanket, working 1 sc-ch 2-2 dc clusters in each 

space. Slip st at the end. Break off with 3 inches of yarn and 

weave in yarn ends. Admire your work and then bring it to your 

nearest Project Linus coordinator to be given to a child in need! 
Copyright 2010, Project Linus National Headquarters. All Rights Reserved. 

 

ñYou're happiest while you're making the greatest 
contribution.ò                                                Robert F. Kennedy 
 

 



 

Project Linus/Linda Neuman  

1230 Thornapple Lane  

Northbrook, IL  60062  
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