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Project Linus, Saving the World, One Stitch at a Time!ñ 
 

Ok, saving the world sounds a bit preposterous, but think about 
it, not many people have the positive influence that Project Linus 
volunteers all share, chiefly because of the remarkable PL 
kindness and attitude factor.  Frankly, Blanketeers know a great 
deal about peace. 
 

No doubt that much has been written about how to achieve peace 
in the world, but if you read carefully you notice the common 
thread(no pun intended) always comes down to attitude and 

basic kindness.  We are on the front lines each day 
with a community of kindness PL volunteers at our 
sides.  There is a simple reason that the North & 
Central Chicagoland PL Chapter is so successful in 
its mission.  We donõt have to think twice about 
asking a volunteer in our community for help and 
support.  We never wonder who to ask, who might 
be the nicest or have the best attitude, there is never 

a question that the help is there.  If attitude is everything in life, 
my goodness, do we have everything.  Peace?  No problem, look 
to a Blanketeer for inspiration! 
 

By the numbersñDuring this past holiday season we donated 
1,969 blankets.  Remember the celebration at the 10,000th 
donation in September of 2003?  As of December 2007 we have 
donated 40,589ñpeace one stitch at a timeéall because of you! 
 

Judi and I look forward to sharing many new ideas in this winter 
newsletterñcheck for clever patterns and interesting letters, 
more email communication options, òPandora Bagsó our new 
efficient and fun blanket-making kits, meeting opportunities and 
much, much more!     
                Cheers to a healthy and happy 2008!                 Linda 

ĝñRealize that true happ iness lies within you. Waste no time 

and effort searching for peace and contentment and joy in the  
world outside. Remember that there is no happiness in having or in 
getting, but only in giving.   Reach out.  Share.  Smile.  Hug.  
Happiness is a perfume you cannot pour on others without getting 
a few drops on yourself.ò               Og Mandino 

"We have a very large donation  of 

quilterõs cotton  from Suzanne Mallory  to 

share.  Please call Linda or Judi or email  

Linuschicago@aol.com if you wo uld like to 

make PL quilts with  some of  this fabric.  

A fun quip from Judy Neubauer-Chocolate Calories 

A good piece of chocolate has about 200 calories.  As I enjoy 2 
servings per night and a few more on the weekends, I consume 
3,500 calories of chocolate in a week which equals one pound of 

weight per week.  Therefore...In the last 3 ½ years, I have had the 
chocolate caloric intake of about 180 pounds, and I only weigh 165 
pounds, so without chocolate, I would have wasted away to nothing 

about three months ago!  I owe my life to chocolate!!! 
 

Calendar of Upcoming 
Events 

Note all Blanket Bees are held atñ
Place:The Northbrook United Methodist 
Church (Western Ave. and Cherry Ln.) 
Time: 9:30 am-2:30 pm 
Please Bring a Box Lunch- Beverages, 
snacks and sweets are provided. 

Blanket Bees are always held on Saturday. 

January 23-Wednesday night Sit ôn Stitch at 
Starbucks 7-9:30 pm 
January 27-BLANKET BEE  
January 30-March 9-Geeõs Bend-Northlight Theatre, 

Skokie, IL  

February 20-Starbucks Sit ôn Stitch 
March 19-Starbucks Sit ôn Stitch 
March 29-BLANKET BEE  
April 16 -Starbucks Sit ôn Stitch 
May 14-Starbucks Sit ôn Stitch 
May 31-BLANKET BEE  
July 19-BLANKET BEE  
September 20 -Appreciation Luncheon-10 am-1 pm 

---Reservations are necessary---*For reservations   please 

Judi-498.3987 or Linda-498.6074                  call       

òEvery time a man stands up for an ideal, 
he sends forth a tiny ripple of hope.ó                     

Robert Kennedy 

VERY IMPORTANT! 
Many of the email addresses that we currently 

have on file are incorrect.  
If you would please email your current email 

address, we would greatly appreciate it.   
Send it to Linuschicago@aol.com 

Email has become an invaluable tool of 
communication and here at PL we would like to be 

able to send timely messages this way.  If you 
wish, wÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÔÏ ȰÓÎÁÉÌ ÍÁÉÌȱ ÔÈÉÓ 

newsletter  to you, however it is now available 
online.  If you are willing to receive the newsletter 
online, please indicate this in your email.  Postal 

costs can be greatly reduced by taking advantage 
of the internet! Thank you so much for your 

help.  YRemember too that the chapter 
website is updated regularly.  If you have 
questions, there is a good chance they can be 

answered by checking the website at  
www.orgsites.com/il/projectlinuschicago 

Web surferñFor fabric tips for all kinds of stains 
check    instituteoffabricscience.com 

 

Hey Linda--I love Project Linus. I love what it stands 
for, how it works, why it works and the people who 
make it worké                           Lots of Hugs.  Loy Cerf 



ñMake the process of sewing a pleasure for yourself, so that you 

hum and smile to yourself as you sew.ò  --N.Zieman Busy Woman's Sewing Book 

¼IT SUITED US TO A ñTEAò! 

                                  Judy Mellin reports on the September teaé 

Kudos to Judi and Linda for another outstanding Recognition Tea!  

On the perfect early fall day of September 15, 80 people attended 

including Blanketeers, hospital representatives and special guests.  

We were treated to wonderful door prizes, grab bags and a very 

healthy lunch of salads featuring mixed greens, feta cheese and 

dried cranberries.  Of course, we managed to sneak in some treats, 

too! 

Bonnie David, a blanketeer and water aerobics instructor, led us in 

some wonderful stretching techniques that can be performed sitting 

at our sewing machines or in our easy chairs while knitting or 

crocheting.  She even taught us to hug ourselves! 

Our star contributor, six-year-old Emily, who organized a 

huge yarn drive, attended and we were able to present her 

with approximately 30 thank-you notes for her effort.  

And, as if her earlier project were not enough, she, her 

mother and her teacher passed out Project Linus tote bags 

and small sewing kits.  This just proves that, once you start giving, 

you canôt stop.   

And what recognition lunch would be complete without several 

representatives from the hospitals to whom we donate?  They tug 

at our heartstrings and make us want to do nothing but make more 

blankets! Special thanks to the generous donors who made this 

effort possible:  American Invsco Real Estate, Barbeque Pit- 

Highland Park, Bigelow Tea, Claim Jumper Restaurant, Evanston 

Hospital Pediatrics, Georgeôs Whatôs Cooking, Kevinôs Place- 

Deerfield, Lutheran General Hospital Pediatrics, Panera Bread, 

Seeôs Candies, St. Alexis Pediatrics, Sunset Foods, Three Bags 

Full and Whole Foods- Northbrook.  And, to Judi and Linda, thank 

you for all the wonderful things you do for us, all year round. We 

get to do things that we love, like needlework and quilting, and you 

ladies do all the heavy lifting including fund raising and keeping us 

fed at every work day.  You inspire us to greater achievements! 

:Subscribe today for a new publication and a 

chance to win $500.00 

 The corporate office of PL has 

announced the launching of an online newsletter  

called the Blanket Beacon!   

They are anxious to share this with all of us and hope that 

everyone will sign up for this fun and interesting PL 

publication.  To that end, they are hosting a contest and 

the PL chapter with the most subscribers wins a cash prize 

of $500.00 to be used for any chapter supplies that are 

desired!  Please encourage everyone you know to sign up--

volunteers, blanketeers, family, friends, businesses ð 

everyone.  To subscribe to the newsletter go to 

projectlinus.org and indicate our North & Central 

Chicagoland chapter in the designated field so that we can 

get credit for the subscription. The contest will run from 

now to March 31, 2008. At the end of that period, they 

will tabulate how many subscriptions there are for each 

chapter, and the winning chapter will receive a $500.00 

credit on their chapter account. 

Thank you for taking the time to do thisñremember sign 

up by computer at www.projectlinus.org 
 

ñItôs easy enough to be pleasant when everything 
goes like a song, but the man who is worthwhile is 

the man who can smile when everything goes 
dead wrong.ò ï Anonymous 

Y"Research with children on the subject of 
using a security blanket was recently performed 
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee by 
Richard H. Passman and his associates. Among 
other findings, they showed that security 
blankets are appropriately named ð they 
actually do give security to those children 
attached to them.  They found, along with many 
positive benefits, that having a security blanket available 
can help children adapt to new situations, aid in their 
learning, and adjust to physicians' and clinical 
psychologists' evaluations.  Dr. Passman's research also 
points out that there is nothing abnormal about being 
attached to them. About 60% of children in the United 

States have at least some attachment to a security object. 

The following letter is a response to an inquiry about PL blanket donations 
made to Snowball Express.  Snowball Express is an all-volunteer, non-profit 
organization, that helps create new memories and a few days of joy for 
lives that have been shattered by the loss of a parent serving our country. 

¼ My name is Major Bill "Monsoon" Mimiaga 

USMC (RET) and I am the Secretary for the 

Board for "Snowball Express. I just wanted to 

thank you and the wonderful and patriotic 

ladies across this great Nation who 

participated with "Project Linus" and 

connected with the "Snowball 

Express" children of our fallen 

American heroes. 

Your incredible work brought smiles, 

happiness and that "warm and cuddly" feeling 

that only something handmade by grandma, 

auntie or mom would bring....you could see 

immediately some fears wash away on the 

"little ones" from that soft and beautiful smell 

of mom and security....only to be a child 

again. Your miracle blankets came not only at 

a good time for these children of our fallen 

American heroes, but they worked their magic 

with the following morning chills at our 

outdoor events at Oakley and Disneyland. 

I cannot express in words the gratitude that I 

and our supporters have towards you and your 

ladies and the outstanding program that you 

support, "Project Linusò.  Your blankets were 



"heaven made" by angels and we will forever be 

totally indebted to all of you for your 

graciousness and selfless acts of love and the 

children will always remember that someone 

does care! We are all so proud of you.  We are 

all volunteers and the past 10 months preparing 

for "Snowball Express" 2007 has taken a toll on 

our work and family and general home life. We 

will all be spending some quality time with 

familyé we will meet in the new year to thank 

our thousands of supporters and then take 

lessons learnedé and start planning for 2008. 

Again, I thank you from the bottom of my heart & 

wish you and all your sisters a wonderful holiday. 

God Bless you for your charitable works taking 

care of our own. You are all truly, blessed 

angels & we are the better because of you.   

Please note-Our chapter donates blankets locally 

whenever there is a fallen hero with children from 

the area.  We are alerted to the need immediately 

by Linda  ñScootò Porada of the local  Patriot 

Guard Riders.  www.patriotguard.org    Most 

recently blankets were donated to the young 

children of Army SSG, Maun Hardy III.  Two 

days after the donation was made, the following 

email arrived-11/23/2007 

¼ Dear Project Linus,  I wanted to Thank you 

so much for the beautiful blankets (Red, 

White and Blue Afghan and the quilt with 

the angels and other wonderful patterns you 

made for my grandchildren Damian and 

Kaitlyn Hardy.  It meant a lot to me that 

someone who did not know my son Maun, 

but wanted to do something for his children 

in his honor.  How sweet of you to do thiséIf 

there is anything I can do for you or your 

Project Linus blankets, please let me know.  

God Bless you.  Sincerely, Sylvia Cheehy 

(Mother of Army  SSG Maun Hardy III)  

ñItôs not life that matters; itôs the courage that we bring to it.òYogi Bhajan 
 

"The only place where housework comes before 

needlework is in the dictionary". 
 

ñReally I don't dislike to cook, but what you cook is 

eaten so quickly.  When you sew, you have something 

that will last to show for your efforts.ò 
Elizabeth Travis Johnson   The Complete Book of Sewing for Children. 

 

"It is a token of healthy and gentle characteristics when 

women of high thoughts and accomplishments love to 

sew; especially as they are never more at home with 

their own hearts than while so occupied."                  
Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Marble Faun 

 
Sun City Angel Power   -The ladies pictured above are 
from the Sun City Project Linus Sew ón Sews Club.  
Standing from the left are Charleen Kelly, Lorraine 
Kinnear, Liss Kundich, Marta Hart, Marie Sesterhenn, & 
Darlene Hagner. Kneeling from left: Gladys Stewart, Mary 
Kay Schrieber, Betty Casey & Mary Lou Harp.  The group, 
has been together since March of 2000, and recently 

donated its 3,000th PL blanket!  The ñAngelsò meet the 

2nd and 4th Thursdays in the Sewing Room/Prairie Lodge 
at Huntley-Sun City.  Contact persons are Charleen Kelly 
(847) 669-7024 or Betty Casey (847) 515-3775 
 

. Hi--Thank you very much for ALL your work, time and 
energy!  What a wonderful organization!  I am a teacher at 
Rose Hall Montessori School in Wilmette, IL.  I plan on 
discussing Project Linus with our students when they 
return in the Fall.  Thank you!    Meaghan 
 

Starbucks Blanket DayséThe 5
th

 annual Project Linus 

blanket day at the Cherry Lane Starbucks in 

Northbrook was a wonderful success.  As always, 

Sherry Azaria organized a perfect day.  òWe were treated to 

coffee, great sandwiches and the most unbelievable chocolate-

chip cookies.  Notice how our highlights always include food?ò 

said Judy Mellin. (and sheôs right)!   We thank our friends at 

Starbucks for their continued enthusiastic support over the last 

five years.  A special thank you also goes to our Highwood 

Starbucks friends with manager, Lindsay Brady, coordinating 

the third fabulous blanket making day at her store in October. 

This note was authored by a child advocate who deals with 

abused/neglected children: 

    "It is truly difficult to express to you how much these blankets can mean 

to a child in crisis. I am so grateful to you ... time after time.  Recently a 

child had to come in to the Center around 2:00 am.  It was very cold and 

quiet. The young child was extremely tired, hungry and scared. She was 

shivering from not only the cold atmosphere but from anxiety as well.  I 

was able to give her a blanket in which she wrapped herself ... as if it were 

more than just material to warm her body but it was a shield in which she 

could retreat .. She would hide in her blanket clutching on to it 

as if it were about to be torn away from her. It provided 

comfort to her both physically and emotionally. The blanket 

provided something tangible she could hold on to and feel. Feel something 

good.  Something she could carry home with her.  Thank you so much." 



26,618 cases of child abuse were investigated & proved in 

the state of Illinois in 2006.  7,757 were in Cook County 

alone. Nationwide, 50% of abused children are white, 25% 

are African American & 15% are Hispanic.  There are four 

major types of child abuse: neglect, physical abuse, 

emotional abuse & sexual abuse.  Four out of five victims 

are abused by a parent in their own home.  The Illinois Child 

Abuse Hotline averages 1000 calls every 24 hours 
 

ñHer (Jane Austen) needlework both plain and ornamental was 

excellent, and she might have put a sewing machine to shame.  She 

was considered especially great in satin stitch".  ï 
James Edward Austen-Leigh, 1871  

A short story of knitting on the run from Blanketeer, Judy Mellin,-- 
       A police officer spotted a car speeding and swerving slightly.  He pulled 

behind it and activated his lights.  But the driver didnõt respond.  So the 
officer pulled alongside the car.  He was astounded to see that the driver was 

knitting.  The officer lowered his window and yelled, òPull over!ó òNo,ó the 

driver hollered. òScarf.ó 

¼My name is Nicole Rossmann, my daughter Norah was 

recently given a blanket from Project Linus. She is two years 
old and was staying at Children's Memorial Hospital in 

Chicago. She was very unhappy and wanted to go home. 
When the nurse gave her a blanket and told her it  

was for her, her face lit up with a big smile and she hugged 
the blanket. It was priceless. I am so grateful for your 

organization.  Thank you for caring,           Nicole 

The Recipe Box!   

Lemon Streusel Blueberry Muffins 

12 regular or 24 minis/lowfat preparation in italics 

Streusel Topping-Combine with fork- 3 T. sugar, 2 ½ T. flour 
& 1 T. Butter         Set aside. 
Preheat oven 400 degrees. Line muffin pans with paper cups 

2 C. flour                             ½ C. sugar 
2 t. baking powder            ½ t. baking soda 

½ t. salt                    1-container Danon Lemon Yogurt 
½ cup corn oil or to make low fat use ¼ cup oil & ¼ cup 

unsweetened apple sauce or ½ unsweetened applesauce 
1 T. grated lemon zest     2 eggs (egg whites may be used) 

1 cup blueberries, raspberries or cherries 
Fruit may be replaced with ¼ C. poppy seeds or 1 C pecans. 

 

Combine flour, sugar, baking powder, soda, & salt. Mix well.  
In large bowl, combine yogurt, oil, zest & eggs.  Add dry  
ingredients, stir gently till moistened.  Fold in fruit. 
Fill pans, top with streusel mixture.  
Bake 12-15 mins. for mini and 20 mins. for regular. 

On The Road With Judi & 
The Kids Helping Kids Program! 

YJudi loves traveling around the suburbs with her 
heartwarming Kids Helping Kids presentation.  She regularly 
speaks to children in schools, religious and scouting groups as 
well as adult knitting and quilting clubs.  Word of Judiõs 
wonderful talent has spread like wildfire, filling her speaking 
engagement calendar.  Penny Gidd graciously volunteers to help 
Judi with the presentations and is doing a terrific job.  

YKHKõs is a wonderful community service 
opportunity that enables children to help other 
children.   Since its inception seven years ago, 
over 45,000 children have participated in 
decorating thousands of muslin squares and 
tying hundreds of fleece blankets, all bringing 

comfort to other children when they need it most.  
YKids Helping Kids presentation kits are available on request 
as well as packets of decorated muslin squares for those 
interested in assembling quilts. 
YIf you are interested in having Judi speak to your group or 
you would like to pick up a packet, please call her at 
847.498.3987.   

May your sorrows be patched and your joys 

quilted! 

The Book Shelf 
 This book helps the quilter 
who wants to 

explore quilting by combining fabrics with, 
panel pictures, large-scale prints, or border 
prints. The author shows you ways to 
explore cutting, setting, and quilting panel 
fabrics in ways that enhance the artwork of 
the panel.  Clear and concise instructions even help the 
beginner complete an easy quilt.  You'll never shop for 
fabric the same way again!  Learn how to selectively "fussy 
cut" fabrics and choose the right fabrics to frame and finish 
images.  This is designer Susan Teegarden Dissmoreôs 

first book. 
"Nancy Cornwell's 90-Minute Fleece" uses 
'No-fuss fleece' material.  Each project is 
beautifully illustrated in color and features 
'user friendly', step-by-step instructions from 
beginning to end.  Find 45 fast and fun 

projects in this great book. 

Dear volunteers at Project Linus Chicago, 
My son  (age 21) found himself unexpectedly at St. Alexius 
hospital for 7days last week.  He had surgery twice and his 
chances of returning to St. Louis University for his senior 
year were in question.  After several days one of his PCT's 
brought him a blanket provided by your organization to 
help him deal with his pain, depression, and general 
sadness.  It really made a difference for him. Thank you for 
all you efforts and know that God willing, Cale will be back 

at school Sunday afternoon.Yours,  Shan Bailey Haupert 

10/07Hi Judi & Linda, We wanted to thank you for the 
beautiful blanket you provided for our daughter during her 
hospital stay this week.  Naomi was born a week ago, and 
15 hours after we got her home we had to rush her to the 
hospital for a high fever.  It was 85 degrees that day.  We 
were admitted for the next few days and when we were 
able to leave the hospital again the temperature outside 
had dropped to 47 degrees.  The clothes we had brought 
her to the hospital in were no where near warm enough, 
and the blanket you provided kept her warm and snug on 
her car ride home!  We were so grateful to be able to wrap 
her in something so soft and comforting on her "second 
homecoming." Thanks so much again!  We will treasure 
the blanket as a beautiful act of kindness during a very 
scary time.      Sincerely,Jennifer & Michael Satut 

" It was a wrap for cash at Northbrook Court in December!  We 

thank all the generous souls- Penny, Pam, Donna & her husband, Judi, 

Rachel, Karen, Sarah, Maran, Penny A., Mindy, Nancy, Cissy, Lindsay, 
Joanne, Sylvia, Mimi, Renee, Linda, Brad & Alex who donated time during the 

busy holiday season.  The gift wrapping was a great success.  JA special 

thank you to General Growth Properties who donated all the wrapping supplies and 

gave us the donations. 



FLEECE BLANKET PATTERNS & IDEAS!  
 

Make a Penny Blanket!  

Penny Gidd  has launched the Sit ôn Stitch 

program at Starbucks and has taught 

countless people the crocheted edging 

technique for making a fabulous fleece 

blanket.  We are in awe of her progress  and 

devotion to PL  and credit her for inspiring this wonderful 

blanket ñhence PENNY BLANKETS!   A special t hank  

you also to Nancy, Mindy, Karen, Sarah, Trudi, Sharon, 

Sherry, and Cindy for working so hard on these blankets!  
 

YPenny recently offered these tips for making a 

crocheted edged fleece blanket using the skip stitch blade.  

To Begin --    1) Cut selvages from fleece edges. 

2) Position ruler lengthwise 3/4 ó from edge of fleece. There 

are two reasons for this: First, Ĵó allows enough material 

to secure the more flexible side of the fleece. If using thin 

fleece, the edge tends to pull out if the holes are to o close 

to the edge. Second, the edge will roll under easily as you 

work around the first row. IMPORTANT ð Run blade ov er 

each area only once. 2 cutting  runs  will result in an 
unusable edge. 

3) Mark the last perforation with a pin. Reposition  the  

ruler to  continue cutting. Place a blade tooth in the last 

perforation and continue cutting to end of the side. Repeat 

for each side of your project.  Trimming a small triangle 

from each corner before beginning to crochet keeps the 

underside of the corner neater.  

2) Crochet the Foundation Pattern around your project 

turning the edge under as you go. This alone makes an 

attractive finish or, if desired, you may then add the 

edging pattern of your choice.  

*If crocheting  more than one row, do not pick  a pattern 

that has large holes. These tend to 

catch and tangle medical equipment. 

A half double crochet in every stitch 

and chain works well.  

NOTE:  Do not begin to crochet in 

the corner. There is too much going 

on in the corner, fol ding under the 

edge & turning. I t is easier if you 

start a few stitches down.  Chain 

one after each stitch in the first row. 

This will keep the material flat.  At 

the corner, put three stitches in the same hole, rolling the 

corner edge underneath. Do not chain in between.  
 

YFoundation Pattern:   

With right side of fleece facing you, single crochet in any 

hole but corner hole, ch 1, single crochet in next hole, ch 

1. Continue around blanket, working 3 sc in corner holes. 

Turn fleece edge under as you go  

Finishing Pattern:  

1) From the front side of your project, slip -stitch in a back 

loop of a stitch on the foundation pattern.  

2) Skip a loop and work 3 dc in the next loop.  

3) Skip a loop and slip -stitch in the next loop.  

4) Repeat steps 2 and 3 until you reach the second hole 

from the corner. Cont inue the same pattern without 

skipping any loops until you reach the second hole on the 

other side of the corner.  

5) Continue skipping loops as before until you reach the 

second hole from the next corner.  

NOTE ð As you finish a round you will probably have  to 

adjust your stitches to make the final joining of the 

patt ern to blend in.  

Craftin g a fleece blanket with cu t fringeé 
The following methods will result in a nice looking, neat and cuddly blanket.  

Hospitals request that we use SINGLE LAYER FLEECE-NOT DOUBLE LAYER AS IT 

IS TOO BULKY, HEAVY, HOT AND DIFFICULT TO HANDLE AND STORE! 

YRecommended sizes-Preemie-24óX24óñBaby/Toddler-36óX36ó/36óX43óñ

Preteen-40óX60óñTeen-50óX72ó 

YOne yard of fleece cut in half will make two 30" x 36"-perfect size 

     for baby blankets.  (Most fleece is 60" wide.) 

YPlease cut off the selvage (the bumpy, wavy edge) of the fleece before finishing 

the blanket.  Cut fringe 3ó for no knot fringe.  YYou don't have to knot the fringe - 

a neat plain fringe looks very nice without knotting. ČČPlease do not cut the 
fringe any longer than 3" long if you do not knot the fringe--If you choose to 

knot the fringe, please knot each piece singly,and it should be no longer 
than 3" after knotting.  

"To make the job of measuring and cutting easier, the tape pictured to 

the left is available through our chapter for $4.00 plus $1.00 shipping. 

PLEASE DO NOT TIE THE KNOTS TOO TIGHTLY.  Longer fringe tangles 

in medical instruments and tubes. Remember-The longer you make the 

fringe, the less blanket area there is for snuggling!   
PLEASE NOTE:  Do not knot two pieces of fringe together as this causes a 

bowl like effect and the blanket does not lay flat.  ČWe have received many 

fringed fleece blankets with the knots tied so tightly that the blanket will not lay 

flat - the blankets look more like a bowl or basket than a blanket.ČČWe have 

had to take the time to cut off all the fringe which greatly reduces the size of the 

blanket and wastes a great deal of fabric. YThank you for your help!  

Help  Wanted - Be a  

ÖPand ora Bag× Lady !!!  

Linda & Judi  are putting together   blanket -

making kits  called Pandora Bags  and  could use 

so me help!   The  bags contain ma terials to 

make a Penny Blanket and sell for $15.00.   The 

kits consist  of a piece of fleece that has been 

skip -stitched  in preparation for a crocheted 

edging as well as instructions and the yarn 

needed to finish the blanket .   If you  are 

interested in coordinating this fun new project, 

please call Linda 847.498.6074.  Please note 

that all materials will be provided to you  and 

you can work at your own pace.  (Over time we 

would  also like to offer Pandora Bag kits  that 

will contain  12 -8ó quilt squares and  the  flannel 

backing  and pattern for completing  an easy 

quilt.   Thank you  for considering this position !  

Where Are the Blankets Distributed??? 

We are privileged to supply blankets to the following 

hospitals- Evanston, Childrenõs Memorial, Illinois Masonic, Lutheran General, 

Mt. Sinai, Northwest Community, Rush Presbyterian, St. Alexius, St. Anthony and 

the University of Chicago-Komer 

Childrenõs Hospital. Blankets are also 

given toñAmerican Indian Health Center, 

A Safe Place, CEDA, Community Youth 



Network, Family Rescue, Hospice of the North Shore, Hunter Womenõs and Infants 

Hospital-Lake Forest, La Casa, Lawrence Hall, Lydia Home, Maryville Home for 

homeless and abused children, Mercy Home, The N.W. Surgical Center, PADS, CASA-

Lake County, Rainbow House, Shelters Inc., WINGS, Ronald McDonald House, and 

several police departments.  

¦Chase away the winter blahsé30 minutes of early morning exercise is 

the best way to brighten your outlook for the whole day according to Dr. 
Russell Robertson on Evantston Northwestern Healthcare. 

Northlight Theatre in Skokie is presenting the story of our friends 

from GEEôS 

BEND!- 
Written by 

Elyzabeth Wilder 

& directed by 

Chuck Smith the 

play will run 

from January 30-

March 9.  Bring 

back memories 

of the amazing 

women of Geeôs Bend-remember their beautiful 

gospel singing and the wonderful stories of their 

lives and of their hand-made quilts.  In light of 

our connection with these special women, this should prove to be a 

delightful treat to all of us at PL North & Central Chicagoland!   

VALENTINEõS DAY IS RIGHT  

AROUND THE CORNER - HONOR A 

LOVED ONE WITH A PROJECT 

LINUS TRIBUTE CARDé"  

Honor or remember a friend with a  

PL Tribute Card! With a donation of $5.00 or more , a 

personalized card will be sent for you.  So much nicer than a 

greeting card and we do all the work!  

The card is beautifully printed in script lettering on lovely 

vellum stock.  It reads--Project Linus gratefully acknowledges a 

generous contribution 

*Please check appropriate sentimenté 

____In Honor Of _____In Celebration Of  

_____In Memory Of   

_____Other__________________________________________  

Name of recipient____________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

City State zip________________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

Please make check payable to Project Linus.---Enclose with this 

form and mail to: 

Linda Neuman,1230 Thornapple Lane,Northbrook, IL 60062  

your name_________________________________________ 

address___________________________________________ 

phone#___________________________________________ 

ĝGREEN IDEASĝéVINEGAR--An amazingly 

inexpensive and effective household substance. 

VINEGAR: Cuts grease, removes stains and is an 

excellent water softener. It naturally cleans like an all-

purpose cleaner.  Mix a solution of 1 part water to 1 

part vinegar in a new spray bottle and you have a 

solution that will clean most areas of your home.  

The Sunshine Girls from  

Winthrop Harboré 
Bev McPherson and her group of 11 Sunshine 

Girls have been creating fabulous blankets for 

PL since July.  With over 200 blankets donated to date, the ñGirlsò 

from the Wisconsin border are thrilled to be helping by spreading 

sunshine to each child that receives one of their blankets!  Bev 

especially likes making quilts with the ñKids Helping Kidsò squares 

and some of the other ñGirlsò enjoy making extremely creative 

fleece blankets.  Many of the ideas that they have used will be added 

to the chapter fleece idea book that Linda is currently working on.  

We are very thankful for all the wonderful blankets that arrive 

regularly from Bev and that give others inspiration for forming a 

mini PL group! 

YJJJIf it is not convenient for you to travel to 

Northbrook for our Blanket B ees and Sit ón Stitch nights, try 

forming a PLmini group!  Many of our Blanketeers meet this 

way and they truly enjoy the camaraderie.  Often it becomes 

a special ñnight outò with the girls, indeed, a nice respite 

from daily life.  Conversation and friendships flourish, all 

while making blankets and exchanging pattern ideas and 

creative options to benefit Project Linus.   

 

 "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world--indeed it's the only thing 

that ever has." . . . Margaret Mead 
 

zThe Corporate Angelõs Cornerz 
Northbrook Meadows Starbucks -Sherry Azaria  

General Growth /Northbrook Court  

Sunset Foods-Jewel Food Store  

Mach Foundation -Maril yn Stewart  

Motorola -Tomi Russell  

 Northbrook United Methodist Church  
 YDonation Drop Off Sites é 

Please include name & address with donation and place in a clear plastic bag. 

YEast Northbrook -Hancock Fabrics -565 

Waukegan Road 847.498.4111 YDowntown 

Northbro ok - Starbucks  Coffee Shop -1931 Cherry  

LaneYWest Northbrook  637 Charlemagne (just east 

of Sanders off Dundee) Judi keeps a basket on her porch so 

donations can be left at any time.YArlington 

Heights Quilterõs Destination-945 E. Rand Road  

847.506.6410  YBarrin gton  Touch of Amish 

Quilt Shop -130 Applebee  847 .381.0900 YChicago  

Knitting Workshop -- 2218 N. Lincoln Avenue  

773.929.5776 www.knittingworkshop.com 

  Quiltology ñ2625 N. Halsted  773 -880 -5994  

YEvanston  Montoya Fiber Studio -2566 Prairie 

Avenue 847.869.1089  YHighwood Starbucks Coffee 

Shop-950 Sheridan Rd, 847.681.0344 YNiles -(near 

Golf Mill shopping center)Jo-Ann Fabrics -8245 W. Golf 

Road  847.966.3023 YPalatine  Prints Charming 

Quilt Shop -1905 Plum Grove Road (Euclid&Plum Grove 

Rd) 847 .202.5602Printscharmingii.c omYVernon Hills  

Jo-Ann Fabrics -413 N. Milwaukee Road  (847) 918 -

8345  


