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Welcome!

I am looking forward to a great year for the Concert Band 2008-2009. The activities of this organization can be very satisfying and entertaining to not only the student but to the entire family. I am sure that you have many questions about the band program so I have prepared a handbook that will assist you throughout the year. The handbook is also posted on the Music Department website www.orgsites.com/il/rlmsmusic/index.html listed under ‘Mrs. Langhoff’s Page’.

Parents of band students are encouraged to participate and to help encourage their child in this program. We will be performing several times during the year for programs and band festivals. 

Parents are required to purchase or rent an instrument for their child no later than the second week of SEPTEMBER. Students will fall far behind in their playing ability without an instrument! If the student cannot get a band instrument by the 2nd week of September, they will have to wait until the next grade to begin band. 

Music and Arts Center has a RENTAL program where you can rent or rent-to-own a new or used musical instrument.  This is the company we use through our school and the only company we recommend.  They provide us with quality instruments for a low monthly fee and repairs are included.  You can sign up with the rental program immediately after instrument tryouts at Round Lake Middle School.  The school district can provide larger, more expensive instruments for a yearly fee.  We cannot guarantee or recommend any instruments you chose to rent or buy on your own.  There is a list of “DO NOT BUY” brands on our web site, on the bands page.  Please consult this list before making any purchases.  You must be very careful that the instrument is in playable condition. An instrument that does not work will not be acceptable because the student will not be able to practice or perform with a good tone quality.  

CONCERT BAND

PERFORMANCE DATES 2008-2009
The Concert Band Performs on the following dates:

Saturday, October 18 Homecoming Parade
Friday, October 24 Football Pre-game Performance at 

Round Lake High School
Monday, October 27 Chili Supper! Time TBA at 
Round Lake Civic Center
Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 at Round Lake High School Gym
Saturday, February 21 IGSMA Solo/Ensemble Contest at Antioch Upper Grade School all day
Thursday, February 26 at 7:00 at Magee Middle School Gym 

Wednesday, March 18 District Band Festival at 7:00 in the 
High School Gym
Wednesday, May 6 at 7:00 at Magee Middle School Gym
Monday, May 25 Memorial Day parade (8th grade only)
Friday, May 23, 8th grade promotion at 6:00 in the High School Gym
Every Band Member must perform in each concert.  Parents, you must be continuously aware of all concert dates and you must make sure your child is able to attend each concert.  Only illness or loss of a loved one will be considered excused absences.  Students are informed many times throughout the year of upcoming events and each student is given a list of all events at the beginning of the school year.  Attendance is mandatory!  I must be informed, in advance, of an absence from a performance!
CONDUCT/ACCADEMICS
Students in the band program must have excellent conduct at all times. If a student disrupts the class by talking, getting out of their seat without permission, or interrupting the class to leave for non-emergencies, the class will fall behind. Concert Band students meet three times a week. This includes two 45-minute rehearsals and one 30 minute lesson. Time is very limited to learn about music and to perform well. We would like to learn as much as possible in music before going to middle school. The students must follow directions willingly at all times in the band program. If a student constantly interrupts class, he/she will be sent back to their regular class for that band session.

Every week, band members will miss class time. Therefore it is important to remember that band members must maintain a “C” average and no F’s is any class and will be pulled from band by a teacher if their grades drop.  
Supplies/Accessories

The band student will need some supplies during the year besides an instrument. The student is responsible for all accessories that are needed to clean and care for the instrument. Usually, the student can purchase these supplies when they get a band instrument.

List of Band Supplies 

All Students
Essential Elements Book 1 for your instrument

Fold-up portable metal music stand to use for proper music practice at home.

Flute - Cleaning rod with cloth, Polishing Cloth
Oboe – Cleaning Swab, reeds (medium soft), cork grease

Bassoon – cleaning swab, reeds (medium soft), cork grease
Clarinet (include Bass Clarinet) – Reeds, Cleaning swab, Cork grease 
Saxophone (Alto and Bari.)– Reeds, Cleaning swab, Neck strap, cork grease
Percussion – Complete bell kit provided by rental company
Trumpet, French Horn, Trombone, Baritone, Tuba - Polish Cloth, valve oil and brushes

Students can purchase reeds from their band director.

Reed Price List

Bass Clarinet


$1.25

Oboe



$7.00

Bassoon


$9.00

Clarinet


$1.00

Alto Saxophone

$1.35

Tenor Sax


$1.40

Bari. Sax


$1.45

Uniform

All band students wear a uniform at all performances during the year. 

John T. Magee Fine Arts Polo
black dress pants (not jeans) or skirt
black dress shoes and socks


There are many costs involved in being a band parent, but the rewards are amazing, as you will see in your child's progress throughout the school year. Music will last a lifetime!

PROPERTY CARE
It is very important from the beginning to take care of instruments and supplies because they are so expensive. Please DO NOT ALLOW ANYONE, including family members, to play with an instrument. People who do not know how to properly use them may accidentally damage them. Also, do not place books or notebooks in the instrument case. This will damage the instrument.

If there is anything wrong with the instrument, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO REPAIR IT on your own. Please bring it to me first to see if I can repair it. If I do not have the proper tools to repair or replace the part/key, I will refer you to Music and Arts Center or a local repair company.  If a student’s instrument is being repaired they still must attend band rehearsals.  We can provide any loaner instrument to any student as long as we know the instrument is currently in the shop. 

Students may have to pay for "accidents" (broken reeds, key bent, etc.) to other students' instruments.  This can be avoided by following rules in and out of the band class. Any band student who deliberately damages an instrument, belonging to the school or someone, else will pay for all damages.

If a student learns to clean and care for the instrument properly, there is no reason that it should not play well and last a very long time. 
GRADES/ATTENDANCE
Students will receive a grade on their report card and a progress report each nine weeks for BAND. This grade is very important, as it helps students and parents understand how well each band member is doing in band.

My policy for grading band students includes the following: 

It is expected that the band student will attend EVERY rehearsal. Missing even one rehearsal will cause a student to fall far behind. 

WE ARE A TEAM AND WE NEED EVERYONE TO PARTICIPATE AT ALL TIMES!

Students must attend all performances by the band during the school year. If a student will not be able to come to a band concert, competition, or performance, he/she must have a written excuse before the performance. Failure to provide a written excuse from the parents will result in an unsatisfactory grade on their report card. As I stated before, we are a team! Without all band members performing together, we will not sound as good. We want to be the best!

Band Grading
Daily = 5 points each

5 points = Attend and participate in rehearsal

4 points = Late to rehearsal (leaving early from rehearsal) less than 10 minutes

On time to rehearsal but when asked to play as individual or small group, student      performs with minor errors (uncharacteristic tone, incorrect articulation, wrong dynamics or notes, etc.)

Occasionally inattentive in rehearsal.

3 points = Late to rehearsal (leaving early) 10 minutes or more

On time to rehearsal but when asked to play as individual or small group, student      performs with major errors (uncharacteristic tone, incorrect articulation, wrong dynamics or notes, etc.)


     Often inattentive in rehearsal.

2 point =   Student attends rehearsal without music or instrument in proper condition


      Late to rehearsal (leaving early) more than 20 minutes


      Inappropriate talking/behavior in rehearsal.

0 points =  Student absent from rehearsal for ANY reason non-academic
Concerts
10 points = Attend and perform in concert

8 points = Late to call time or inappropriate dress

6 points = Late to call time and inappropriate dress

0 points = Absent for ANY reason
10 points = each completed playing test, one for each concert, total 40 points.
This is a performance ensemble!  Missing a concert is like choosing not to take a chapter test!
Students attending field trips with the Band must remain with the group and the Band teacher at all times. No students will be allowed to leave the group or leave the field trip early. If there is a true emergency and the student must leave the group during a field trip, their parent must sign the student out (check out) on the proper permission forms with the Band teacher only. 

Parents need to encourage their child to practice their instrument every day at home. This is Band homework, just as students complete homework for other classes. If the parent encourages the student to practice each day, they will sound much better as the year progresses. Students that do not practice their music at home are not prepared for the next class, and they hold back the other students who have done their homework. Remember, the parent has made a financial investment of the instrument - so encourage your child to do their best! 

SCHEDULE
A schedule for band rehearsals (2 per week, and 1 lesson per week) will be established at the beginning of the school year.  The schedule can be changed at my discretion. 

CLOSING
I know that this is quite a bit of information to give you at one time, but I hope that it will answer some of the questions you might have about the Concert Band program at John T. Magee Middle School. I am very excited about working with you and your child this year. I hope that you will encourage and support your child to practice every day and to work hard in the band and in academic work also. If you need to get in touch with me, please call my extension and leave a message or email me at John T. Magee  Middle School. I will call or email you within 24 hours of receiving the message. I know that this year is going to be a wonderful year and that your child will learn a lot about music and have a great time playing in the band.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Langhoff
5-8 Band Director, Round Lake Area Schools                                                                          (847)546-8800
llanghoff@rlas-116.org         www.orgsites.com/il/rlmsmusic/index.html
SIMPLE PROCEDURES and RULES FOR BAND
*Come in to class quickly, quietly, and get materials for band ready. Bring your instrument and music. "I forgot" is NOT acceptable.
*Do not touch or play any instrument except your own.
*Do not chew gum or candy right before or during band. It will cause problems in the performance of the instrument. (The instrument will stop working.)
*Do not talk or get out of your seat without permission. (The more disruptions in class, the less we get to play.)
*Practice at home to help you understand more about the music when we play together at school.
*Work TOGETHER in order for the band to perform to the best of our abilities.  

Please keep the previous pages of the handbook for your reference. Clip the column below and return signed by you and your child. Thank You! 
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Please sign, date and return the next page of this Handbook stating that you and your child have read and understand the BEGINNER BAND HANDBOOK and procedures for the Round Lake Area Bands. Please turn this in to Mrs. Langhoff.

I understand that band is a commitment for the entire school year. Students cannot withdraw from the band without prior consent from the band director and parent. 

Parent Name and Relation to Student (SIGN) 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Student's Name (STUDENT SIGNS) 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address / Zip Phone
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
INSTRUMENT _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

SCHOOL - __________________________

HOMEROOM TEACHER _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
GRADE _______
DATE __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 200_
EMAIL (Please Print Very Clearly!) I will be creating a distribution list to keep parents informed of upcoming events and concerts
_____________________________________________________________Please include your name, your child's name and class when sending email to me. Thank you!

Confidential Survey-This will help me to determine what equipment is available for students to complete assignments at home. This information will not be shared with anyone else. Please circle the item below if you have these available. 

-Do you have a computer at home with DVD drives? YES / NO

-Do you have Internet access at home? YES  /   NO

-Do you have a regular (audio) CD player? YES   /   NO

-Has your child taken piano or instrument lessons before? YES  /   NO

