ROUND LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL

7th and 8th Grade Chorus

Choral Department Handbook

2007-2008
Mr. McGuire, Director
Round Lake Middle School Choral Department

Dear Chorus Parents,


Congratulations on your son or daughter’s decision to become a member of the Round Lake Middle School Chorus!  Joining chorus is the just the beginning of a musical journey where your child will gain skills and confidence, friends and memories, and exciting and educational experiences that will last a lifetime.  I’d like to take this opportunity to extend an invitation to you to help the RLMS Choral Department become a “family experience”.


Since the early days of Round Lake School District #116, we have striven to provide for our students a fulfilling and enjoyable fine arts program.  Over the years our students have proudly performed and competed at the district and state level, always bringing great pride to themselves and the community.  Our goal is to add to that reputation and create a program of which the students of the school and the members of the community can be proud!


I am committed to helping instill in your children a love and respect for music of all kinds at all levels.  I will set goals for our students that will challenge them and help them to grow as musicians and people.  This requires a great deal of work, and I promise to make your child’s experience rewarding; however, I ask for your help.


In order for our program to grow, we ask for you to commit yourself to your child’s choice to become a member of the RLMS chorus by helping with the following:

1.
ATTEND PERFORMANCES:  There is nothing greater for the children then the sense of pride created when they know their parents, friends and family are in their audience.  When loved ones are present students sing better and feel better and those feelings are contagious within the group.  Your child will know the dates of all performances so please make it your priority to be there!  

2.
PLAN TO DO FUNDRAISERS:  This is a “necessary evil” to our existence.  The time may come when students are asked to fundraise for the program (via candy sales, etc.)  The school budget cannot provide our department the necessary funds to finance everything we want or need.  Music, wardrobe, festivals, etc. all require additional funding.  Students normally do the bulk of work with fundraisers.  Parents can assist by making direct donations or by assisting in the sales of products.

3.
VOLUNTEER:  There are numerous events and jobs where parent participation will help us succeed in our efforts.  Attached you will find a list of Volunteer Opportunities that we ask you review, mark the areas where you can help and give to your child to return to school.  As the time for the events approaches, please be ready to say, 


I am extremely excited about this year and the new chorus it brings our school!  As interest spreads, more and more students will become aware of the learning and fun the students have in the choral department.  With your support, we will have a wonderful year of music making!
Sincerely, 

Patrick McGuire

Choral Director, Round Lake Middle School
2007-2008

RLMS Chorus Calendar

DATE



EVENT


PLACE
TIME     

#September 10-13

RLMS Drama Auditions

Music Room
3:30-5

Saturday, September 28th 

RL Homecoming


TBA

All day

October 1-5th


Band Candy Sale


RLMS




Monday, October 15th

Character Counts Concert

Civic Center
TBA

Tuesday, October 23rd 

RLMS Concert (band/chorus)
RLMS Gym
7pm

#October 29-Nov 2

Halloween Sucker Sale

Cafeteria
Lunches

November 8-10


RLHS Play


HS Theatre
7:30pm

December 6-8


RLMS Musical*** 

HS Theatre
7pm





“Seussical, Jr.”


Fri, Dec 8 & Sat, Dec 9

RLHS Madrigal Dinners***
HS Commons
7pm





Winter Concert TBA

January 14-18th


Band Candy Sale


RLMS

Saturday, February 9th

IGSMA Solo & Ensemble* 
RLHS

All Day





Students not participating will be expected to





help with the day’s festivities.

Wednesday, February 20th

HS/MS Choral Concert

HS Theatre
7pm

Saturday, March 8th

Organizational Contest**

Waukegan HS
All day

Thursday, April 10th

District Choral Festival

TBD

7pm 





rehearsal all day at HS

May 1-3rd


RLHS Musical***

HS Theatre
7:30pm

Wednesday, May 7th

Final Concert Band/Chorus
RLMS Gym
7pm

Friday May 23rd


RLMS Promotion


HS Gym

7pm
# = Tentative Event

* = Times will be given to those who are signed up to participate.

** = Location and performance time to come.  

*** = Students are encouraged to attend.

Events in italics are do not directly involve RLMS choral students.
PLEASE NOTE:  We are still unsure of several dates for the choral season.  As/if these are added, a letter will be sent home with all chorus students.


Classroom Guidelines

1. Students are expected to be on time to all rehearsals.

2. Students are required to have their music and a regular (not colored) pencil, not a pen, every day in class for marking specific instructions into the music. 

3. Water is basic for a healthy singing voice and students are encouraged to bring sealable water bottles.  

4. Come to rehearsal musically prepared.  Be ready to participate and be a productive member of the group.  

5. Talking during rehearsal is not allowed; this keeps chorus productive.

6. Sing only when directed.  Singing out of turn will not be tolerated.

7. No food, gum, or candy is allowed during rehearsals.  

What to Wear:  Choral Apparel

Each student in chorus will have a robe issued to them for the school year.  The robes will be worn for all concerts in order for the group to have a uniform look.  All robes will be kept in the robe wardrobe when not in use.  One student/parent will be assigned to Robe Manager for the year.  Though we may wear choral robes, students are still expected to “Dress for Success” under their robes.  Concert attire is as follows:

Gentlemen:
White dress shirt, black dress pants (no jeans), BLACK SOCKS, and black dress shoes.

Ladies:
White blouse/dress shirt, black pants or skirt (no jeans), BLACK SOCKS or hose, and black dress shoes (no HIGH heels)

Audience Etiquette

The following statements regarding audience etiquette will also be found in each concert program.  Please take these guidelines very seriously:

Thank you for joining us this evening.  As the audience, you are an important part of tonight’s concert.  The audience’s responsibility at formal concerts is to honor the efforts of the performers by providing a listening atmosphere in which all can appreciate their performance.  To that end, we ask your cooperation: 

Please turn off all cell phones, pagers, and/or watch alarms

While the performance is in progress, remain seated and quiet.  (If it becomes necessary to leave the auditorium, please do so between musical selections.)

If very young children become restless and disrupt others’ ability to listen, please take them from the auditorium until they are quiet.  

Please do not hum or clap along with the performers, unless specifically invited to do so.  

Show your appreciation for the performance by clapping after each selection.  Whistling and cheering are not appropriate at a formal concert.  

Parent Volunteer Committees

Chaperones:


*Accompany chorus on trips, for festivals and contests, as needed

Concert Decorating


*Plan, with director, stage decorations for various themed performances.


*Be available the day of the concert.


*3-4 concerts per year.

Festivals/Contests


*Be available throughout the day for “emergency help”


*Chaperone contest homeroom

Fundraising


*Assist with current fund raising events


*Help in distribution of items and collection of money.


*more TBA

Photography


*Take pictures at all performances, contests and some rehearsals


*Videotape all performances

*Work with student Chorus Historians to maintain a scrapbook of the year’s activities.

Social Events


*Organizing logistics for chorus sponsored social events


*Being available for student social events

Phone Tree Committee


*Organizing and creating a student phone tree


*Enacting/testing the phone tree if the need arises

Wardrobe/Sewing


*Checking in/out chorus robes at the beginning and end of the year


*Being available at performances to assist with robe repairs if need be

Student Jobs 

Chorus Secretary:  This person will be responsible for all distributing and collecting of handouts, announcements, forms, etc. for the chorus.  This person will also be the attendance taker for the ensemble.

Choral Librarians:
These people will be responsible for cataloging music in the choral library.  They will also file and retrieve music needed for concerts as well as place music in student’s folders.

Student Expectations


Our goal is for the RLMS chorus to grow and live up to the great potential each student brings to the group.  In order to do this, each student in the group must make a commitment to themselves and the ensemble to prepare for and attend every rehearsal and performance.  Groups like our chorus perform best when all members are present.

Likewise, it is each student’s responsibility to work together with other members to create a safe, caring group environment.  In doing this, RLMS chorus will be the best it can be!

Posture & Health
Sitting
Sit toward the front of your seat - without your back touching the back of the seat.

Feet slightly apart with the weight of your body forward. 

Body tall with hips, spine, and head directly in line with one another (as if you're standing from the hips). 

Chest lifted to enhance breathing. 

Standing
Feet shoulder-width apart with the weight of the body slightly forward.

Knees slightly relaxed. 

Body tall with the hips, spine and head directly in line with one another. 

Chest lifted, shoulders back, and arms naturally by your sides. 

When holding a folder, DO NOT HOLD THE FOLDER AGAINST YOUR BODY. Holding it against your body not only inhibits your ability to breathe correctly, but is also too low to adequately watch the Conductor. 

Vocal Health
Signs Of Trouble
Your body is your instrument. Use it correctly even when you're not in choir. If you experience any of the following during or directly following rehearsal, be sure to talk to Mr. McGuire immediately... 

Hoarseness after rehearsal

Dizziness when singing 

Tight or achy shoulders 

Tight jaw 

Pain when singing 

Any of these symptoms tell you that you are probably doing something wrong. Please do not hesitate to ask someone about these symptoms. Mr. McGuire would be more than happy to help you. Chances are that the habit causing your discomfort is correctable. Singing should not be painful. 

Tips For Treating Your Voice Right
Drink plenty of water - it's good for your chords (by the way, soda and coffee don't count, both do more harm to your chords than good).

Don't chew gum in choir - no one wants to watch you take a deep breath and choke on your gum. 

If you have a sore throat and feel like singing is going to do more harm than good, don't over-sing. 

RLMS CHORUS PARENT VOLUNTEER FORM

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME______________________________________________

CHILD NAME___________________________________________________________

HOME PHONE________________________ CELL PHONE______________________

Please check all areas in which you are willing to help.  (See previous pages for information on each area.)

_____
Chaperoning

_____
Decorating for Concerts

_____
Festivals/Contests

_____
Fundraising

_____
Photography

_____
Social Events

_____
Phone Tree Committee

_____
Wardrobe/Sewing

I would be willing to participate as a member of a Choral Booster Program
.

Yes
No

Please list other skills or ways in which you may help the choral department.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Please keep in mind that not all areas above are needed at this time.  Thank you for filling out this form, we appreciate your time and look forward to a great year with your students!

Choral Student Information Form

PLEASE PRINT

Name______________________________________________Grade/HR____________

Age___________  Birthday________________  Phone #__________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Email Address____________________________________________________________

List any instruments you play…

Why do you want to be in chorus?

What other activities are you involved in?

Parent Information/Emergency Information

Please provide your parent or guardian’s name and contact information below.

Mother__________________________________________ Phone #_________________

Father___________________________________________ Phone #________________

Guardian_________________________________________ Phone #________________

Do your parents speak English? (circle one)  YES     NO    If not, which language is spoken? ____________________________________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT (if your parent/guardian can not be reached)

Name_________________________________ Relationship to you _________________

Phone Number _________________________________________

Choral Department Handbook

Signature Form

We have read this entire choral department handbook and understand all of the information including performance dates, classroom procedures, and student expectations.

I have read the handbook and will do my best to fulfill student expectations.  I have viewed the performance dates and will be at each performance.  
_____________________________________


_________________

Student Signature






Date

I have read this handbook and will allow my child to be an active member of this choral department for this school year.  I have viewed the dates for all choral activities and understand the importance of my child’s attendance.  
_____________________________________


_________________

Parent Signature






Date
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