PTO Minutes – Tuesday 6 October 2009

~Attendance:  Kelly Jatczak, Kerri McGee, Denise Mayberry, Julie Brazier, Tammy Mays, Vickie Mazzei, Ann Butler, Tricia Weithofer, Becky ShilHanek, Tracy Cobo, Steve Prang, Rich Schroeder.

~Welcome!
~Principal’s Report by Rich Schroeder:
1.  Assessments—MAPS are done.  SIP day will be for looking over the results.  Aha! Math begins next week.  It will be for students who need extra support in math and will be in the computer lab before or during school.  Cindee Stacey worked with the students today.  Tracy Cobo—4th and 5th grades are working with strategies for their MAP level scores in a small group environment.
2.  Bucket Filling—They are continuing to track referrals to the office.  It is going well.  The biggest impact seems to be occurring at lunch and down times (most positive referrals and biggest improvement).  While continuing with more use of language at Spring Trail and at home, expect to see more improvement.  80 of the Bucket Filling books have been sold at the same price they were purchased.

3.  During the first full week, 50 6th graders have given up their lunch recess to tutor 1st – 4th graders.  Positive reaction on both sides has been fantastic.  Mrs. Hansen is the Literacy coach.  Students received a folder with a guide, reading log and reminder of where they are going.

4.  Thanks to all the parents who are serving as traffic monitors before and after school.

~Kelly Jatczak:  Welcome to our teacher representative, Tracy Cobo.  Thank you so much for coming and being a part of our PTO!

~President’s Report by Kelly Jatczak and Kerri McGee:
1.  Kiln installation—per Rich—Kiln is installed and ready to go.  Waiting on Fire Department for ok on sprinkler due to the high amount of heat given off by the kiln.  Mr. Wills is ready to go, as well.  Our check for $4,230.00 has still not been cashed by U-46.
2.  mygradebook.com—Tracy Cobo—It has been used in the past, but we are not online yet.  It will help the teachers and parents by being accessible.  It will be helpful in tracking progress.  Two of the licenses are not being used of all that we bought.  It is a work in progress.  We are learning as we go.  Teachers will only go online when they feel comfortable.  They are getting help from other staff members and the help line.
3.  Easy Tech and Aha! Math—Aha Math! Begins next week.  They will have as many students as they have licenses.  So far, they have 28 of 30.  The licenses are flexible to allow movement of students in and out of the program.  It is internet based and accessible from home.  Students must commit to one hour per week on Tuesdays or Thursdays before school or during their lunch period.  Easy Tech—MAPS are done, so Easy Tech (for kindergarten and 1st grade) and the Computer lab are once again open!  U-46 did not renew the Kids College license, so research is being done for free skills websites.
~1st Vice President’s Report by Ann Butler and Vickie Mazzei:

1.  Fall Fundraising—Raffle starts Friday, October 9 and goes through October 21.  Tickets have been printed.  Bulletin board advertising will be done this week.  Prize structure—1. Teacher with the Most Class Participation  2. Top Seller (movie passes and $100 Amex Gift Card)  3. Top Family  We have the Village of Carol Stream approved license.  Ann and Vickie will be counting tickets and money twice per week with Tammy Mays.  There is some concern that may not be often enough.  Money and ticket returns will be placed in the lock box in the office (need to talk to Diane).  Quick Print tickets look good, are easy to use and are gummed at the end.  They did cost $125 more than the tickets printed last year.
2.  School Directory—Per Julie Brazier, they are typed and ready to print at U-46.  Vote on charity--funds will go to Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund.

~2nd Vice President’s Report by Tricia Weithofer and Robbie Stuenkel:

1.  PTO No-Cook Nights—tabled.

2.  Family Literacy Nights—Tuesday, October 27.  1 ½ hour program.  Parents get a gallon bag when they arrive.  Refreshments will be served.  Families will make an Acrostic poem, play BINGO for prizes and write a soldier letter at the end of the night.  Would like to encourage more parents to come by offering baby sitting.  Can we use the gym?  (per Rich—yes)  May combine the November and December Nights—Polar Express—train set up and receive bells.  January Game Night—focus on Math (Life and Blink games).  February—Mystery Dinner.  March--Author Reading (MAPS testing during this time).  No April Night.  May—Fine Arts Night.  End of the Year with a picnic and DJ.
~Veterans Day Ceremony Report by Denise Mayberry:
Everything is going very well.  We have about 18 veterans coming along with the Village of Carol Stream mayor and Police Department Honor Guard.  Students will be singing and reading poems and letters written in class.  Most veterans will be doing classroom visits.  We have 4 trays of sandwiches, a fruit tray, potato salad, soda, coffee, tea, bagels, donuts, muffins, tea bread, cake, cookies and other items both ordered and donated by teachers and volunteers.  We can still use more food, drinks and/or monetary donations, so any help will be greatly appreciated.  Becky offered to bring Pepsi and Tricia will bring Diet Pepsi (many thanks!).
~Treasurer’s Report by Julie Brazier and Tammy Mays:

We had an income of $4,000 for the month of September.  $0.90 was received from Dominick’s.  $1,400 received from Entertainment books (before our invoice).  $2,200 received from QSP (before our invoice).  Teachers will be notified that they must use their $185 level ed funds this year.  Julie will be keeping a spread sheet to be updated monthly.  Checks for the kiln installation and mygradebook.com are still outstanding.  We should be receiving $196 for September No-Cook Night at McDonald’s.

~Other Business:

Parking Lot Traffic—volunteers are helping in the morning and afternoon.  We still have people not following the rules or being polite.  All parents and students MUST use the crosswalk.  Do NOT park your car in the turn around lane…it MUST be kept moving.  Park ONLY in designated parking spaces.  Do NOT double park your car.  Please be courteous and remember all of our children deserve to be safe in and around their school!

Santa’s Workshop—per Rich—there is no room in the school.  We can not use any of the empty classrooms or have it during the school day.  He feels there is no academic value for it.  If we can set up, sell and clean up one day after school or find a vendor who will let us  set up on Friday, sell on Saturday and pick up on Sunday, he will allow us to have it at school.  Per Tracy Cobo—There are concerns for students who don’t have money to spend on items and then they feel bad.  Per discussion—There is too much work involved to make it happen in one day after school.  It’s hard to get volunteers now, how much harder will it be on a weekend when every one has children?  How many families will come?  We have “bargain items” which sell for $0.25 or less.  How many students will come with their parents to buy gifts for them while they are there?  Conclusion—Santa’s Workshop is cancelled again this year.  It may be researched for options for next year.
Spirit Wear—Waiting for information from the 2008 Chairperson.  Need to look for a new vendor.  Steve Prang has 2 vendors.  Do we want to pre-sell only or order and pay for a  specified number of items?  We need to get the items in time for the holidays.

Bowling Night—Steve Prang and Ty Cannata will serve again…thanks!!  Saturday, February 20, 2010, is the current target date.  Also, Carol Stream Park District is rolling out “Parks 2025.”  They want to extend their bonds for 11 years.  They will use the funds to build a new 85,000 sq. foot all-purpose facility on the land by Town Center.  It will include a 25m indoor pool, fitness center and indoor walk/jog track.  Also included in the plan are new lighted bike/hike trails, a dog park and a new hub located at McCaslin Park.  Taxes and rates will stay the same for residents.  This will be presented to the commission on October 26, 2009.
~Next meeting is Tuesday, November 3, 2009.

~Adjournment:  8:25 pm
