PTO Minutes – Tuesday 15 September 2009

~Attendance:  Kelly Jatczak, Kerri McGee, Vickie Mazzei, Ann Butler, Jeannine Bukowski, Rebecca ShilHanek, Melinda Jablonski, Rashmi Kothari, Lynn Cariello, Pamela Sherman-Wells, Chris Kotars, Steve Prang, Rich Schroeder, Tricia Weithofer, Robbie Stuenkel, Tammy Mays, Denise Mayberry, Julie Brazier, Yolanda Morrison and Jackie McElmeel.

~Board introductions and explanations of duties. (available on PTO website)
~Principal’s Report by Rich Schroeder:

1. Expressed thanks for everyone’s attendance.

2. CAC-Citizen’s Advisory Committee—discussing boundaries and redistricting.  Spring Trail is not at capacity, but could have a shift for new students to attend or not attend.  District will “reboundery” elementary schools after this year.  There is room for 5 CAC representatives for Spring Trail.  Cindy Carvey was our Rep. last year.  If you would like to represent Spring Trail, please notify Rich and he will submit your name.

3. Bucket Filling—There are handouts and a book available—see Rich.  Program is going well so far.  “Bucket Fillers” make people feel good, are helpful or do something nice without expecting anything in return.  “Bucket Dippers” make people feel bad.

4. Reading Buddies—Looking for parent/adult volunteers to “adopt” a classroom with the intent to work more one on one with individual students as time progresses.

~Kelly Jatczak:  Welcome to our teacher representatives, Pamela Sherman-Wells and Christine Kotars.  Thank you so much for coming and being a part of our PTO!

~President’s Report by Kelly Jatczak and Kerri McGee:

1.  Kiln installation—hole has been cut in roof.  Electrician is done working.  Installation should be done by this week.  Cost for installation: $4,230.00.  Work was not completed over the summer since the roofing company went out of business.  Clay purchased came out of last year’s budget.  Funds raised through sales of “Original Artwork” run by Jake Wills paid for the kiln.  Per Rich—Jake Wills will be working on a mural for the front lobby.

2.  No-Cook Nights and Spring Trail Community Nights:  No-Cook Nights will remain PTO sponsored events and is looking for a Chairperson.  Spring Trail Community Nights will be sponsored by Mr. Schroeder.  Money raised will be going towards the Literacy Fund which will purchase books for students.  Money for this year’s books came from a $1,000 grant.  Family Nights may be at McDonald’s or Chuck E. Cheese.  Six books are planned for students this year.  Two books (which may be purchased at the Book Fair) will be given to students at the end of the year by their outgoing teachers, two more will be mailed to students in July and two more will be given to students in August by their incoming teachers.  Cost for purchasing and mailing 2-4 books per student over the summer will be $5,000 - $7,000.  Rich will try to set up McDonald’s on all PTO meeting nights.  

3.  MyGradeBook.com—Purchased for eleven teachers in grades 3-6.  It is password sensitive.  Parents can go online to check their students assignments and grades.  Use in Middle and High Schools works well, but teachers are moving cautiously with elementary schools.  Children at this age do not like to fail!  Rich can and will watch the teachers who are using mygradebook.com.  They will be practicing this year and will go full on next year.  

4.  Easy Tech—Purchased last year for K-2nd grades.  This year, purchased only for grades K and 1st.  Program provides introduction to computers.  Aha Math!—64 licenses purchased for the math program for intervention (for those needing help during lunch hour) and proficiency (for those needing more challenge) purposes.  Program can be rotated through students and can be used at school or at home.

~Special Committee Reports by Kelly Jatczak, Kerri McGee, Ann Butler and Vickie Mazzei:

1.  Back to School Picnic (Ann)—It was fun!  Great weather, good food and lots of teachers helped make a great evening.  Families had dinner and played in the field together.  Thanks to the 4H Club for setting up a table and talking with families.

2.  Fundraising—Market Day (Kelly) pick up is the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  Orders for September are due this Friday and are to be picked up this Tuesday, Sept. 22.  10% of your purchase is tax deductible, so save your receipts.  Orders can be made online.

Entertainment Books (Ann)—Sold 110 books so far with 100 still outstanding with students.  Phone message will be sent out.  Profit for us is about $6.00 per book and any outstanding books dip into our profit.  More coupons are available online when you register your book.  This year’s book has new vendors and more restaurants.  QSP (Kelly) coupons went home for magazine subscriptions.  Coupons due 9/18.  Raffle (Ann and Vickie) It is being called a Raffle and not a Lottery since the word lottery had a bad connotation from last year.  Tickets to be sold at $10 each and will arrive in a book of 10.  Drawings at PTO meetings November through May with one additional in December.  Levels are $100, $150, $200 and $500 in December ONLY.  Sales run October 7-23.  We need to have a raffle license and are waiting for approval from Village of Carol Stream.  Will again have prizes for students who sell the most tickets.  Do not have students sell door to door.  No one is expected to sell—all participation is voluntary.  Money goes to school programs.  Books not sold are expected to be returned.  PTO website has a listing of all of last year’s winners.

3.  School Directory (Kerri)  A form that is separate from the district form is being sent out.  It will allow or not allow information to be published in the directory.  We do not sell information or names to anyone.  Directory is for parents use ONLY.  Taking ideas on who funds should be donated to this year.  Years past—DuPage Food Pantry, Susan G. Komen Foundation and a local police officer for his wife’s medical needs.

~Treasurer’s Report by Julie Brazier:

Provided a copy of the 2009-2010 Budget to be approved.  Special Projects was over budget due to the funding needed to complete the Lowe’s Project.  We must now follow all 501(c) 3 IRS requirements.  Motion was made by Chris Kotars to approve the budget, seconded and approved by all (no nays or abstains).  Budget will be posted on the website and emailed to all Board members.  For any reimbursements, a green reimbursement form MUST be filled out and turned in to Julie or Tammy.  Forms in Clerical room and on website.

~Other Business:

1.  Kerri—Volunteers are needed!  You can help out at school or work from home.  One hour a week or month will help with things like the yearbook, CAC, Market Day, etc.  Form will be going home within the week.

2.  Tricia—Family Fun Nights—Ideas are a movie night, game night, Parents Only Night, Daddy/Daughter or Mother/Son dance.  Would like to do something quarterly.  Rich has a list of other ideas.  Vickie offered to look into a Lowe’s Building Project.  Family Reading Night.  3.  Kelly—Rollerskating—Chris Kotars generously volunteered to chair this event; to call the rink and pick a date.  

4.  Veteran’s Day Assembly—Friday, October 9, 2009.  Run by Donna Kajpust (librarian).  Breakfast and lunch will be provided for veterans.  Need food, drink and/or monetary donations and volunteers to help set up, take down and escort veterans that day.  

5.  Kerri—Shop for Schools at Stratford Mall—Save receipts and register them at the Customer Service Desk by old Gloria Jean’s location.  Spring Trail earns points for all purchases registered and certain special events during the year.  If our total is achieved, we get $500 donated to our school.  Wednesday, September 16, 10:30 am-12:00 pm:  “Raising Rhyme” Band for preschoolers.  Reading program before and after in Club.  Saturday, October 3, 2:00 – 5:00 pm:  Shaun Johnson, Olympic Gymnast and “Dancing with the Stars” winner.  Continue collecting Campbell’s Soup Labels and Box Tops (Karie Wallschlaeger)

~Going Green Fundraiser from Chris Kotars was tabled for another meeting.

~Parent volunteers are needed to patrol the outside parking lot before and after school.  Yolanda Morrison volunteered.

Adjournment at 8:38pm
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