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  NORTH DEARBORN ELEMENTARY PTO 
Volume 2, Issue 2             www.orgsites.com/in/ndespto                    October 2006
IMPORTANT DATES FOR OCTOBER
10/3         Market Day Pickup

10/6
     Cash for Trash Collection Day
10/9
     Early Dismissal 1:00,


     No PM-Kindergarten
10/12 
     Math Family Fun Night
10/13 
     Trick-N-Trunk & Movie

10/17       Muffins with Mom

1019-20   Fall Break – NO SCHOOL!!!

10/28
     Great Pumpkin Hike 2006
[image: image11.wmf][image: image12.wmf]Three for Me is a promise, a promise to volunteer three hours of your time in a school year on behalf of your child.  It’s simple, why not give it a shot!  Your mere three hours can make lasting impressions on your child and your child’s school.  If you would like to make the promise, please send a note to your child’s teacher for more information, or contact Rhonda Martin at 812-637-0708.  

The Three for Me Committee has yet to call all of the parents who have signed promise cards.  As this IS a new program, we are still trying to iron out a few things.  Please bear with us – you WILL be called shortly.  

After some growing pains, we finally logged all of the volunteer hours for August and September.  Thank you to the following parents who have already fulfilled their 3 hour promise!  Your efforts are very much appreciated and you are certainly brazing the path down the Viking trail!  Be on the look out for these dedicated parents’ footprints “walking down the walls” of your school shortly:
Lori Barnhorst, Pam Bartholomew, Lisa Brand, Beth Carpenter, Christina Collins, Angie Davis, Sue Dermody, Patty DeZarn, Beth McGee Hardin, Deanna Johnson, Rhonda Martin, Nina Mattlin, Linda Maurer, Elizabeth McCann, Connie Meyer, Kelly Ravenna, Kim Scheffel, Stacie Selhorst, Brenda Stewart, Kris Sturgill, Kim Thomas, Laurie Thompson and Mary Vickery.

To reiterate, we are tracking and recognizing your hours using the sign-in sheets in the office.  If you signed in but forgot to sign out, you were given a ½ hour credit.  Please make sure to sign in and out every time you are at the school volunteering.  This is not only important for the Three for Me program but also for safety and security reasons at the school.  If you do an activity that is not at the school or not during regular school hours be sure to add that to the sign-in sheet the next time you are at the school.  These hours count as well and the sign-in sheets are the only way we have to track your volunteer hours.  
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NDES PTO WEB SITE!!!

Don’t forget to check out our PTO website.  You will find lots of great information and news about upcoming events.  Also, beginning this month the PTO Newsletter “The Viking Voice” will appear on the site.  The PTO web site address is:  www.orgsites.com/in/ndespto  If you are interested in signing up for e-mail updates, add your name to the bottom right hand corner of the web site.
SERVICE & SUPPLY
Your PTO is taking up a themed collection every month.  We hope you will help us in our efforts.  Thank you to everyone who made contributions of toilet paper and colored copy paper last month.  

The “Service” side of this collection will benefit the North Dearborn Food Pantry.  The theme for this month is Dried Beans (any type).  
The “Supply” side will benefit our teachers.  We are hoping to create a supply room with many of the items that our teachers may have to dig in their own pockets to provide.  The theme for this month is Napkins & Paper Plates.

Dollar store finds are always just as well!  We thank you for any help you are able to provide.  You can view the entire year’s themes on our website:   www.orgsites.com/ndespto 
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KROGER CARDS
Kroger cards are still available.  If you would like to take advantage of this easy way to shop just follow the steps below:

 1.  Purchase a Kroger Gift Card for $1.00 from our Program Coordinator, Laurie Thompson.  She can be reached at (812) 637-0401.

2.  Reload your card with additional value when you shop at Kroger.  You may reload your card with any amount up to $250.00.  You may pay for your reloaded card with cash, check, or major credit card.  You will need to reload your card at the register before your purchases are scanned.  This must be done in a separate transaction.  
3.  The balance of your card will show at the bottom of your receipt.  You may also obtain your balance at the customer service desk or cash register; by calling 866-822-6252 (on the back of the card); or at www.gcbalance.com  
Kroger cards make your grocery shopping easy and are also great for gift giving.  And don’t forget, all profits go to the PTO.

2nd ANNUAL TRICK-N-TRUNK & 

MOVIE NIGHT
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The fun will start at 6:30 pm with Trick-N-Trunk.  This will be a very kid friendly family event with costumes, Halloween treats and more.  The movie, “Garfield – A Tale of Two Kitties” will start at 8:00 pm.  Concessions will be available.  If you have any questions, please call Kim Scheffel at 513-608-7399.  Hope to see you there!
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THE GREAT PUMPKIN HIKE OF 2006
The Great Pumpkin Hike of 2006 will take place Saturday, October 28 from 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm behind North Dearborn Elementary School.  This free NDES PTO event includes a lighted pumpkin trail, bonfire, singing, story telling, food, raffle, and more.  We are in need of many donated carved pumpkins and baked goods for this event.  Please look for a flier in your child’s backpack early next week with details about the event and how you can donate.  For questions, please contact Grant Davis, Great Pumpkin Hike Coordinator at greatpumpkinhike2006@hotmail.com or call 1-812-487-2902.  
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CASH FOR TRASH
The kickoff of our “Cash for Trash” Program for the 2006-07 school year was a HUGE success!  The kids did a fantastic job collecting and turning in their trash.  I apologize for the delay in getting the baggies returned to you.   However, there was good reason for the delay.  We collected over 4,000 General Mills Box Tops alone!!!!  This converts to over $400 in cash for our school.  

September’s Top Trash Collectors were:

Campbell’s Labels – Bailey Kilburn – Mrs. Stange’s AM Kindergarten – 200 Labels

Box Tops – Nathan Thompson – Mrs. Dennis’ First Grade – 228 Box Tops

Tyson Panels – Steven Ohmer – Mrs. Ravenna’s Third Grade – 17 Panels

Sunbeam – Sutton Thompson – Mrs. Sizemore’s PM Kindergarten – 4 Sunbeam Labels

The class with the biggest overall collection totals for the 4 categories was Mrs. Ravenna’s Third Grade with 520 items turned in.  WAY TO GO!!!!!

Each of the 4 individual winners will receive a 

Box Tops Logo Pencil.  Mrs. Ravenna’s entire class will receive Halloween pencils.  
A few points to keep in mind:
1.  Tyson Panels – We need the entire panel from the box or bag which includes the A+ symbol and the 1, 2, 3 steps.  If we only get the A+ symbol or only the 1, 2, 3 steps then the panel cannot be submitted for redemption and we lose 24 cents.  

2.  General Mills Box Tops – These now have an expiration date on them.  Please do not submit Box Tops with 6/1/06 expiration dates on them as they cannot be redeemed for cash.  Box Tops with expiration dates of 6/1/07 and later can be submitted as well as any Box Tops you may have with no expiration date on them.  Also, please watch for specially marked products which have SUPER Box Tops on them worth 30 cents each as well as the regular Box Top on them.  There are even some products (Fruit Roll-ups) which have TWO of these SUPER Box Tops on them which means the box contains a total of 70 cents worth of Box Tops on one product.  These are Limited Edition Box Tops with an expiration date of 12/31/07 on them.
3.  Campbell’s Labels – Campbell’s has stopped accepting the front panel from products for redemption.  However, if you still have front panels from Campbell products please turn them in as soon as possible.  Since Campbell’s made this change over the summer when the Program Coordinators had no way to communicate with parents about the change they have agreed to give each school a “one time only pass code” which will allow us to submit the left over front panel labels we have in our possession at the present time.  I have obtained one of these special “pass codes” for our school which will expire on 12/31/06 so I will be bundling up the Campbell’s front panels and submitting them after our December 1st collection date.  In the future, submit the UPC code with the picture of the Campbell girl next to it.  If you are unsure of what to send, please just submit the entire wrapper from the can and I will take off what I need for submission.  
The next collection date for our “Cash for Trash” program is this Friday, October 6.  Just as you did last month, please zip the baggie shut on Friday morning and toss it into your child’s backpack.  The baggies will be collected and the amounts received from each child tallied.  Winners will be announced in next month’s issue of “Viking Voice”.  

Now that the collection database has been set up, counting and tallying the results each month will be much easier.  This month your child’s baggie will be returned to you no later than Friday, October 13 so you can resume collecting all that great “trash”!  

Remember, Biggs receipts can also be included in the baggie for collection.  They do not need to be sent to school separately.  
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MATH FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Come on out for Math Family Fun Night On Thursday, October 12 from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm with 4th Grade Teacher Mrs. Sharon Moder.  There will be 2 sessions being conducted simultaneously.  One for grades K thru 2 and one for grades 3 and 4. 

Topics to be discussed include:

Algebra Hands on Equations for 4th Grade Only – Explanation of the Hands on Equations’ approach to teaching basic Algebra concepts.  Come and see what your child will be doing in their classroom this year.  It’s not the Algebra you remember.  It’s more fun!

Art & Geometry K thru 2nd – Calling all artists!  Come and use shapes to make a picture.  You will trace shapes to form a picture, then you can decorate and color it.
Art & Geometry 3rd & 4th-Tesselations – Have you heard of M. C. Escher?  He is an artist who used tessellations in some of his artwork.  Don’t know what tessellations are?  Come and join us to find out and make a tessellation design.

Math Websites – Fun and games with computers.  Come to the computer lab where you will be able to visit a variety of websites to play games.  A list of websites will be available to take home.

Math Fact Games with Cards, Dominoes & Dice – Come learn how to play some old games with a new twist.  A fun way to learn and practice your addition, subtraction and multiplication facts.

Reading & Math – Come to the Library to read a book (or two, or three, . . . ) with a math twist.  We may have some special guests to read the book to you.  You’ll get a Math Curse if you don’t!!!

MUFFINS WITH MOM

Our 1st Annual Muffins With Mom will be held Tuesday, October 17 from 7:00 am to 8:00 am in the school cafeteria.  Muffins, coffee, juice and milk will be served.  This is a chance for mothers to relax and socialize with other mothers and their children who also attend North Dearborn Elementary School.  Contact Tina Collins at 513-379-8701 with questions.
NDES PTO 9th ANNUAL CRAFT  BAZAAR

Mark your calendar now for November 11 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm for the PTO Annual Craft Bazaar.  If you would like to participate in this year’s craft bazaar, now is the time to reserve your booth.  For more information, please contact Patty DeZarn at 812-637-2740.
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The next Market Day pick up will be Tuesday, October 3rd.  Contact Patty Acheson at 812-637-5817 for information/questions.
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Do you have a question about a policy or procedure?  Let us know & we will research it for you and include the results in a future newsletter.
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PTO NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS





Submissions for the November PTO Newsletter need to be to Laurie Thompson no later than Thursday, October 26.  I can be contacted by e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:BrightnSunny2@aol.com" ��BrightnSunny2@aol.com� or by phone at 812-637-0401.   











