Boyden PAC 
October meeting minutes
Meeting called promptly at 7PM

Teacher Representative:
Mrs. Sheila Reinaldi





Grade 2 

Mrs Reinaldi highlighted thank you notes from the teachers for early year 

reimbursements.

Kindergarten:

Southwick’s Zoo trip on Tuesday October, 12th was fun and went well. The children had wonderful time and experienced informative presentations by the staff at the zoo. 
The youngest students enjoyed introducing their parents during Open House to their teachers and school. 
Currently they are looking at the environmental changes of the autumn season. Students are learning letters, numbers, working in small groups and learning to work more independently. 

1st Grade 
In Literacy they are reviewing short vowels sounds, final consonants and plurals. The guiding question for their current unit is “How are people and animals so important to one another?” 
Math: They just started to learn addition and subtraction with sums up to 12, while also finding sums for addition facts in vertical and horizontal formats. 
Science: Continuing to work on tree journals as they observe the changes of the season

Handwriting:
Continue to practice their Handwriting Without Tears program.

2nd Grade 
Reading and math intervention has begun. Mrs. Guild also delivers RTI to small groups to address focus areas of study and /or promote and review specific skills.
Reading service being delivered by Mrs. DeNapoli & Mrs.Tolland. Intervention can be a push-in or pull out model. Reading elements are taught, promoted and reviewed using the Harcart Brace & Scott Forseman Reading Programs. 

3rd Grade
Continuing first unit activities and stories based on “When is money important and how does it affect our lives?” Manipulating play money in Math, and learning how to add and subtract money. 
Social Studies they are learning about Massachusetts and its landmarks. Soon they will learn more about the Pilgrims.
Science: Learning about weather and plants and they are excited to start learning about animal habitats. 
All classrooms are engaging in the 2nd step Social Program to encourage friendship and discourage bully behavior.

4th Grade
Reading students are working at identifying the author’s purpose, sequencing stories as well as learning new vocabulary and word structures. Spelling patterns are being introduced weekly. 
In writing students have been learning how to “hook” their readers using action, sound, thoughts/questions and dialogues to start their stories. 
Math unit on graphing is complete and they are currently working on place value which includes reading and writing larger numbers, recognizing numbers by their word name or standard form. 
Science they are continuing to study matter and proving how they know it is matter. 

SStudies they are exploring regions and are currently studying the NE region of the US.

5th Grade
Math they have learned to read, make and analyze various types of graphs. Next learning will be working on addition and subtraction of large numbers and decimals and problem solving. 
Science classes are finishing studying plant parts and the various jobs of plants. 
SStudies have completed the study of Earth’s landforms. Now they are learning about early American civilizations (Aztecs, Maya, Incas) and their cultures. 
Language Arts classes are continuing to work on spelling skills and vocabulary through the use of Rebecca Sitton Spelling Program, McDougal, Litell and Wordly Wise for vocabulary. 

Writing: Working on creative writing project that will incorporate elaborate detail, simile, and metaphors in a descriptive story. 

They are looking forward to Siemens Science Day and their fieldtrip to Moose Hill Sanctuary. 

Music Department 

Extended their apologies for not being available during Open House but will present during conference times.  Parents are invited to stop by.
Grades 3-5 need to have recorders and 3rd & 4th graders should have a copy of the recorder method book. The order was sent and should arrive by the end of the month. 
Music websites provides songs learned in class for grades K-2, and homework assignments for grades 3-5.Links to age appropriate music websites and an overview of what is taught is also available on the website. 

Chairperson Topics - Michelle Alexander and Lori Wilson
Motion to approve September minutes moved to next month due to server problems. Laura gave highlights of Treasurer Report. Mums sales and Scrip cards are going well but Direct Donations remains the biggest profit producing source. Motion to approve PAC financials approved. 
Cultural Arts 

Aicha Kelly mentioned delivering talks about the origin of Folk Music, Folk Music History and its instruments in December. Jill Takas following up on a speech delivered to OPR students by a former Fencing Olympian. The speech was entitled “Follow your Dream” 
Docent 
· We have added 6 new volunteers to the Docent program. There are 2 meetings per year now, 1 in the Fall and 1 in the Spring. Jana presented Grade 3 Old Masters using new boards and notes.  Most Units have been updated with new boards.  Flash drives have been loaded with PowerPoint presentations, guides are being developed in new format as well as handouts for the year.

Fundraising 
· SCRIP- This no cost fundraiser which allows you to buy gift cards from local and popular merchants and 2-17% will go back to the school.  The cards are available on-line. Presto Pay allows you to order and pay instantly. Any questions, contact Laura Devlin.
· Scholastic Book Fair- Looking for volunteers to help out during conference times and for breakdown. Something different for this year is that we have the use of a real register and scanner that must be used only by the adults who know how to use it. 
· Fun Run / 5K- Annual event is taking place on Oct 24th. We had the highest registrations so far with over 170 registrants so far for the 1 mile race and over 60 for the 5K. Registration is closing out today. We need more volunteers on race day to help with the activities, water tables. After the race there will be raffles, games and family fun to include a jump house that was donated by a family for our use. We are keeping all activities in the front.
· Humble Pies – 100 pies sold. Nov. 27th will be pick up day and the time scheduled is between 4 – 6 PM in the Jason’s Path lot. 
· LB Photo- all slots were filled. It is ok to bring a family pet. 
· Pancake Breakfast-  Scheduled for Saturday Dec 4th. Vendor tables will be set up during the breakfast event. MaryEllen McGraph  needs help with the vendor list and MaryElllen or Andrea are the contacts if you want to buy a table. Aicha Kelly will coordinate the forms for fee collection and check into getting tables at low, to no cost. We are looking for more kid runners to help the younger children with Holiday shopping, and to get them back to their parents once they are done shopping. Suggestions for signing in the child, assigning a runner and collecting a cell phone number are all being looked at in order to make the event run smoothly for the children, and the parents. 
Government Affairs. 

· Foxboro changed its Halloween trick or treat date to Saturday the 30th because of concerns about the Patriots game traffic during peak trick or treating time. Principal Stanton is working with the Walpole police. Walpole police officers will be on detail Sunday the 31st and will remain on detail until 10pm.  Cruisers will be stationed on Washington St., Winter St. and Summer St. with lights flashing to slow traffic.  Additionally, both portable sign boards will be deployed earlier in the day reminding all motorists of Halloween.
School Council

· Arrival and dismissal procedures much better than expected. Need to reinforce the one or two more procedures concerning parents pulling out in front of other cars in line. 
· MCAS scores showed improvement 

· Another parent survey about Boyden school will probably go out soon to set goals and strengthen connection with parents. 

Principals Talk 

· Annual Halloween Parade will be held on Friday, October 29th at 9am.  Students can wear their costumes to school. Parade is for all of our students, K-5; keep accessories that might be a bit too scary for our younger students at home (as well as any and all weapon-like props). 
· Compass Awards- Recognizes students leading in the right direction. Bulletin board is located outside cafeteria and acknowledges students actions and good decisions. Certificate and round of applause is given to the recipient.  

· MCAS night scheduled for November 16th will explain the importance and procedures for MCAS scoring. Only students in grades 3, 4 and 5 participate

in MCAS tests, but all parents/guardians are welcome to attend. Topics will include the purpose of MCAS, the work students and teachers do to prepare for the assessments, strategies to support your child at home, how the school utilizes MCAS data and a Q&A session  

· District wide informational presentation on Bullying scheduled for November 8th at the WHS in the auditorium starting at 6:30 PM.
· November 2nd – Professional Day for teachers. No school.

· Music concerts will be during the day this year on Friday afternoons. Notices will go out in advance so parents can plan ahead and schedule time to attend. The concerts will be appx. 1:45 – 2:45PM time frame. 

· Personal Best Karate after school program coming again. Personal Best program is all donation and is a good program for students for after school. 

· Common core standards have been looked at decision to change the change progress reports to a “1  2  3  4 “ grading system will take place at the elementary level next year.  This is a district wide change that already has been implemented in neighboring town school districts. 

· Continuing to work on getting quotes for document cameras in the 1960’s wing of the school. Anderson electric came in higher than expected.

New Business

· Providence Bruins; Looking at either a Friday or Sunday date, or possibly even both days. Looking at dates sometime in late January or February. 
· Request for a parents’ reimbursement of gift expenses presented after the 4th grade play, to teachers and Principal Stanton. Parent misunderstood what to do and how to do it. Motion made and approved. 

Meeting adjourned  8:18 PM 

Next meeting November 17th

