PAC Minutes
May 2011

Meeting commenced at 7PM

Teacher representative:
Mrs Anne Grilli, Grade 5 

Kindergarten

K is finishing the alphabet with the letters J,V,Y and Z. Q and U will be together forever as K celebrated their union with a wedding shower.  Our math skills include measuring how tall we are and geometric solids. Our butterfly larvae have arrived and we are studying the butterfly life cycle by drawing and writing about what we see during metamorphosis. 

Grade 1

In Literacy we are halfway through the fifth and final unit of Scott Foresman reading program. The theme of the unit is great ideas and our class work and discussions have been based on the unit’s question, “What difference can a great idea make?” We have expanded our understanding of phonic principals by learning about dipthongs ow, ou, oi, oy, vowels oo, aw,au, suffixes –er,-or and prefixes un-, and re-.  We have been identifying the characters, settings, and plots of the stories we have been reading as well as sequencing story events, comparing and contrasting story elements and summarizing the main idea of a reading selection. In writing we are exploring adding elaborative details to written work, including the fives senses, and making our writing interesting by incorporating “spicy” adjectives.

Math - The theme of the 11th chapter is measurement. We have been measuring length, weight, capacity, and temperature and learning which measurement tool to use. We will be going in to two digit addition and subtraction. 
Science – We have been learning about ponds and the creatures that live in these types of habitats in anticipation of our fieldtrip to Stony Brook  Nature Sanctuary. We are continuing on our unit on water and are eager to apply classroom knowledge to our fieldtrip exploration. We would like to thank the PAC  for generously supporting a large portion of the cost for the Acton Children’s Discovery Museum in house “Bubbles” field trip. 
Grade 2

Literacy – Our literacy theme for this month is related to Social Studies.  We’ll be reading stories with an emphasis on celebrations and traditions in our families and our culture. 

Math – Students are enjoying learning about Geometry. We recently introduced solid and plane shapes, symmetry, congruence, flips, slides and turns. Next on the roster is and introduction to area and perimeter. 

Science – The caterpillars have arrived and we are enjoying watching the stages of metamorphosis. We’ll be connecting the butterfly unit across the curriculum into writing and math as well. We are also learning about vertebrates. 

Grade 3 
Math – We are so proud of the children’s hard work and effort on Math MCAS tests. We continue to apply math concepts to problem solving activities in the areas of geometry, fractions and measurement, among other concepts. We will be studying probability in the weeks ahead. 

Literacy – We completed the stories in unit 4 and the children will be taking a cumulative assessment that will focus on a variety of reading, vocabulary, and grammar skills.  The children will be reading the stories in unit 5 and completing a variety of comprehension and vocabulary activities. 

Social Studies –  The Massachusetts battles and events leading up to the beginning of the American Revolution are the focus of our social studies curriculum. We will also be doing poster projects that focus on a Boston landmark, in preparation for our field trip to the Super Duck Tours on June 15th.The posters are du the week of the May 30th and are a great way to learn about historical places and events in Boston. 

Upcoming events – include out 3rd grade concert on Friday the 20th. Kite day is

Thursday May 26th. Our field trip to Boston for the Duck Tour and the Docent Architectural walking tour will be Wednesday June 15th. Field Day if the 17th and the time is flying by quickly !! 

Grade 4 

ELA:Students are continuing with their reading stories and current stories (I,M,R) is Blue Willow which speaks to the time when people traveled out west during the depression to find work. © Finishing up How Night Came to Sea which is a Porquois Story(How To). Skills being taught:  Generalization, Context Clues and Cause & Effect. We continue to explore new vocabulary, possessive nouns and prefixes. Students and still writing different types of poetry.
Math – We spent time preparing for the MCAS and are now continuing our unit on fractions, which includes measurement. We have dabbled with, and will continue studying Probability.

Science – Finishing the water cycle and soon to begin the Changing Earth theme, which  will include the study of Rocks and Minerals. 

Social Studies – We are still traveling through the USA with states and capitals. We also connect our reading stories to different topics. For instance, students will be introduced to the dust bowl; discussing migration. 

Other -  Siemen’s Corp came and spoke with the class about the Water cycle and conducted some related experiments. The kids were especially excited to don lab coats and safety goggles. 

Night at the Museum is underway – students receive confirmation as to which historical figure the are to research. Save the date of June 15th for fun evening! 


Thank you to all the parents of Boyden School for their support .

Grade 5

A great big thank you to PAC for the bus tour to the State House, a wonderful Teacher Appreciation Day, and thanks in advance for supplies for the Fifth Grade Luncheon.

Reading Mrs. Grilli’s class in enjoying A WRINKLE in TIME have just finished a successful month of Literature Circles. Ms. Noto;s class is reading a variety of books using response journals. Ms. Oram’s class has Just finished The Cay and is about to begin a month of Lit Circles using a variety of books. 
Language Arts   Students are finishing a thank you letter to Senator Timilty for the time he took with them during our recent tour. 

Math  Breathing a great sigh of relief that MCAS is over! The students worked very hard and we are very proud of them. We are continuing  our work on fractions and will end the year with more on measurement. 

Social Studies  Students have completed a test on American Revolution. They are now researchingkey figures from that time and will be giving 3-5 minute speeches on their person.

Chairperson Topics


April minutes approved


Treasurer report approved


PAC pictures needed for Open House


Review of PAC positions open for next year

Teacher Appreciation luncheon a big success. Thank you to all who volunteered and donated. 

Minute to Win it  was lots of fun and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. Thank you to al who for supporting event, 
Docent 



3rd grade : Duck tour followed by Copley Square Architectural study



4th grade 
Modern Art  and Picasso in June 


5th grade   Esher and contemporary Art

School Council


Presenting graph in June
Fundraising 


Boyden Yard Sale scheduled for June 4th. Volunteers still needed

Principal’s Talk

A track meet experience for all four of Walpole’s elementary schools. Students will work in groups with mentors from Walpole High’s Track & Field team and participate in many track events. The number of participants will be limited to 125 total students. This will be handled on a first come, first served basis and the sign up will end on June 3, 2011.

Treasure for our Troops  We have had a tremendous response to this Friday’s event to write letters and cards for our soldiers overseas.

MCAS  A great effort by students 

Field Day  Each classroom teacher will soon be choosing two volunteers to help out with the class and organize snacks and drinks.  Only those who volunteer are permitted to come for Field Day.  Parents and guardians not volunteering will be asked to leave in order for school staff to maintain student safety as best they can.
Kindergarten Orientation tomorrow night and Open House is June 8th
Walpole Day 2011: Boyden School will be represented at this Saturday’s Walpole Day with a special table hosted by our PAC.  Joe Grant, Running Club co-coordinator, would like to invite any and all Running Club members to march in Saturday’s Walpole Day parade.  Parade participants will meet at Walpole High at 11:30am.  

New School Counselor: Mr Laire is retiring and Boyden will have a shared counselor with OPR. 

Partnership Program is moving to Elm Street due to space limitations at Boyden

As it stand now, class sizes for next year:

Gr 5
88 students


Gr 4
80 students


Gr 3
81 students


Gr 2
80 students


Gr 1 
77 students


K 
79 students

Technology 

Teacher laptops in the works. New computer lab equipment expected. Older equipment will be redistributed so each classroom can have computers for learning centers. 
Document cameras have a made a huge difference as a learning tool in the classrooms by projecting work so all students can see. 

New Business


October 30th is date Fun Run. 


Boyden Brick Playground Project

