Boyden PAC Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2010

PAC Meeting began at 7:00

PAC Co-Chairs Lori Wilson and Michele Alexander welcomed all in attendance. Mr. Stanton presented highlights from each grade level. 
Kindergarten:

· Spending time meeting new friends and learning each others names;
· We went on a hunt for the Gingerbread man and found out how to get around the building;
· ELA: beginning to talk about the letters of the alphabet;
· Spent time talking about shapes.

· We are looking forward to Open House!
Grade 1: 

· ELA: We are revisiting skills taught in Kindergarten, such as letter/sound knowledge, parts of a sentence and word attack skills;
· Math: We have started Chapter 1 in our math workbooks which focus on numbers to 12 and graphing. Students are reviewing how to count and write numbers, solve problems by using data from math count;
· Science: Learning about trees though our tree journals. 
· To tie in with our science unit about trees and apples we will be reading about Johnny Appleseed.

· We are adjusting to our new teachers, routines and for some to a full day!

Grade 2:

· ELA:We are excited to kick off our first unit with the focus” What can we learn from exploring new things” We are all in the process of reading with our students to assess skills and find their strengths;
· Math:  Kicking off the year with a focus on counting, patterns on the 100 chart and other number sense activities that will be the foundation of our math skills;     

· Social Studies/Science: We are working hard on being a positive member of our class and school, following the golden rule and recognizing feelings with the second step program.
· Other:  We are looking forward to our upcoming visits by the docents and out field trip to the Decordova Museum on October 4th.
 Grade 3:
· ELA: Out first theme in reading is “Dollars and Sense.” We will be reading a story called “Boomtown” and having centers related to the skills with the story. The children have been writing paragraphs about their summer memories; 
· Math: We started off the year with interpreting different types of graphs and practice place skills;
· Science: We will begin learning about energy;
· Social Studies: The students are learning mapping skills while discovering the landmarks of Massachusetts;
· Other: We are all enjoying getting to know each other and learning together! The third grade welcomes Mrs. Saripalli as our Music and Chorus teacher and have enjoyed working with Mr. Colardo in Health and P.E.
Grade 4:

· ELA: We have begun our first story. The theme is Guiding Our Way. We are learning what it is like to be dependent on others. We have been remembering our summer vacations through our first of many essays; 
· Math: We are learning all about all types of graphs and learning how to construct them. Also we are understanding with they are useful;

· Science: We have begun to investigate matter and what constitutes matter;
· Social Studies: Students are continuing to learn about the 5 regions of the U.S. and where Massachusetts fits in to them;

· Other: Thank you to the PAC for all of your support/donations!

Grade 5:
· ELA: Mrs. Grille’s class is reading The Hundred Dresses, Mrs. Orem’s class is reading Bridge to Terabithia, Mrs. Note’s class is reading Dear Mr. Hens haw. All classes are working on types of sentences, Wordly Wise, and writing a book review for a summer reading book and summer narrative;

· Math: Students are working to create and analyze charts;

· Science: We are investigating living things and plant parts and their functions;
· Social Studies: We started off the year learning about the Earth’s landforms; next we will be creating time lines to represent important events in their lives. We will continue to work on map and globe skills as well as learning about the way the people use the land.
· Other: A great start to the year and looking forward to Open House!
Chairpersons Topics – Michele Alexander and Lori Wilson

· May 2010 Minutes were approved

· Open PAC positions- Co-chair positions will remain the same. The Secretary position is available. Amy Norvell volunteered for the secretary position for the current school year.  School council- meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month and is responsible for the development of the school improvement plan.  Anyone interested should contact Mr. Stanton.  Box Top coordinator- the person would coordinate the collection and submission of the box tops for this fundraising initiative. .  Government Affairs- Joanne Mulligan has been the representative in the past. Nancy MacKenzie described the role and the importance of the town government/school-parental relationship. Fall town meeting is coming up, which will include the new Financial Committee. Starting in January all town committees will be presenting what they do is a series of meetings.
· 501 3c- The application for PAC to become this type of corporation is in process.    

        501 3c’s have tax benefits for the corporation and for those contributing.  This status
        would benefit all of PAC’s fundraising efforts, including the playground project.

· Open house is September 29th at 6:00.

· Thanks to Diana Dority for the 2010/2011 school magnets that were sent home with the family messenger.

Upcoming/Ongoing Fundraisers

· Humble Pie- This is a local Walpole company and a popular holiday fundraiser, orders are due by 10/12.

· Scholastic Book Fair- The fair will take place during parent conference the last week of October, first week of November. Kids will put together a wish list before hand and books can also be purchased for teachers during the fair. 

· Annual Boyden Fun Run- The 10th annual Fun Run will be held at Boyden on Sunday October 24th!  The Run is a 1 mike for the kids and a 5k for kids/adults.  There will be food and other fun activities ( moonwalk, DJ, etc.)  on that day and all proceeds go back to Boyden School.

· SCRIP- This no cost fundraiser which allows you to buy gift cards from local and popular merchants and 2-17% will go back to the school.  The cards will soon be available on-line. An email will go out about doing it electronically from the website. Flyers have been sent home to purchase cards, any questions, contact Laura Devlin.
· The Revolution fundraiser and the Boyden Bowl also will take place in October.

Playground Project
· Targeted fundraisers will take place throughout the year. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Diana Dority and/or Judi Minsk..

     Docent

· More volunteers are needed for this program. Lori Morrier presented the program which has been in existence for over 20 years in Walpole thanks to a former Walpole art teacher. No experience with art is necessary. Volunteers present prepared units by grade level in the classroom and accompany the children on art related field trips.  The time commitment is about an hour per month. Those who have participated find this volunteer opportunity extremely rewarding.
Holiday Books

· This is a longstanding program where parent/children donate money ( in lieu of other holiday gifts) in the teachers name for the purchase of classroom or library books. As part of the program the child giving the book will be able to decorate a book label for the given book. The children love to be creative and the gift is a wonderful way to thank the teacher and becomes a permanent part of the classroom or library. Over the years hundreds of books have been given to the library/school through this program.  Parents are encouraged to considered participating in this program during the holiday season.
Cultural Arts

Jill Takas discussed this program  which  brings acts and story-tellers into  classrooms and assemblies through the school year.  Each  class is visited twice a year by groups like; Discovery Museum and authors like Debbie Miller. 
      Principal’s Talk – Mr. Michael Stanton, Principal

· 20th Anniversary of Boyden School was recently celebrated! 

·  Students and teachers rang newly refurbished bell in honor of 9/11  and to recognize the 20th anniversary of the school.
· The new arrival dismissal and dismissal procedures have been a great success, thanks to all parents for their ongoing cooperation. Safety is our number one priority.
· It’s been a great start to the school year, we are very proud of the children who have been adjusting back very well.

· Classrooms/Resources- Mr. Lair is now ½ time, split between here and OPR. A fourth grade teacher was added. 

·  Enrollment is currently at 461 students. 
· MCAS- overall score were very good, although some did not meet expectations. 4th and 5th grade results will be sent home with letter from DOE on how to understand your child’s’ results at the end of September.

· Teachers are working in teams about learning and about being response to individual needs and learning styles. 

· Any concerns about your child should be brought to the attention of the classroom teacher and/or Mr. Stanton. You are encouraged to advocate for your child.  The greatest strength of Boyden School is the home school connection and parental involvement and two way communication. 
· If you are aware of a family in need, please contact Mr. Stanton. This information is kept strictly confidential. There are many resources available to assists families who are going through tough times. 
· Start Time 2010/11- We are the late school next year.  Start time is 8:45 and dismissal at 3:15.

· Thanks to PAC, Parents and volunteers for your ongoing support. 

· Meeting Closed at 8:40 
· Next Meeting October 20, 2010
