PAC Minutes
April 13, 2011

Meeting commenced at 7:00 p.m.

Teacher Presentation - Mr. Michael Stanton, Principal

· Kindergarten 

· ELA - We continue to work on the individual letters of the alphabet.  We’ve been looking at “word families” and letters that blend in words.

· Math - We have been working hard to learn the concepts of addition and subtraction. We’ve played lots of games and used many different manipulatives to help us understand how these operations work.

· Social Studies/Science - We have been looking for signs of Spring, talking about whether March really did “come in like a lion and go out like a lamb” and soon we will begin a unit on plants.

· Other - We are excited to perform for the students at this Friday’s school assembly.  In a few short weeks our Kindergartners will participate in a very special wedding ceremony as the letters Q&U marry at Boyden School.

· Grade 1

· ELA - When we return from Spring vacation we will begin reading stories from our final anthology centered around a theme of “great ideas”.  We are also learning about adjectives as well as the importance of adding descriptive details to our writing.

· Math - We are learning addition and subtraction fact strategies to 20 as well as learning how to tell time to the whole and half hour.

· Science - We are continuing to work in our water journal as we explore the water cycle, forms of water and water conservation.

· Other - In May we will be taking a field trip to the Stoney Brook Wildlife Sanctuary where we will be learning about pond life.

· Grade 2

· ELA - We are in the middle of unit 5 where all the stories revolve around the question “what does it mean to be responsible?”  We have enjoyed learning about community and family responsibilities.  We’ve added another part of speech to our vocabulary - now we know what pronouns are in addition to nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs!  We’ve added suffixes, prefixes, and silent letters to our phonics skills.

· Math - We’ve covered the topics of money and time most recently.  The students have done a great job.  We continue to practice our facts daily and so many of the 2nd graders have become masters of their addition and subtraction facts.  We all must keep practicing to keep that mental muscle memory sharp.

· Social Studies/Science - The classes have been covering countries, communities, plants and animals.  We will be continuing to develop these topics and concepts throughout the rest of the year.

· Other - We loved our “What’s it Like?” presentation.  Thank you so much to all the parents who helped organize this event as well as all the parents who helped on the days of the vents in each class.  We topped it off with our visit with Chuck and Titan this week.  The children really learned a lot with Chuck and enjoyed petting his seeing eye dog Titan at the end of the presentation. Enjoy vacation and let’s hope the nice weather is here to stay!
· Grade 3

· ELA - We just started our 4th reading unit on what it means to be unique.  Cause and effect, compare and contrast and fact and opinion are a few skills we’ll be focusing on in this unit.  The children worked hard during heir reading MCAS.  We are proud of their efforts.

· Math - We are currently exploring geometry and how measurement and fractions are related.  The children are moving toward mastering multiplication.  We are working on “explaining your thinking” when it comes to problem solving.

· Social Studies/Science - The children used animal books to research ocean animals and their habitats.  They created a 3-D creature and wrote about its diet, characteristics and other interesting facts.  They loved the project.

· Other - We are looking forward to Friday’s Discovery Museum visit, our concert in May and our Duck Tour field trip to Boston in June.
· Grade 4
· ELA - We are wrapping up our study of the Pioneers and westward expansion with a prairie breakfast and hoe-down on Thursday.  We are celebrating poetry through the month of April which is National Poetry Month.

· Math - We are exploring the world of Geometry through angles, solids, polygons, symmetry, etc.  We will soon learn about fractions and decimals and their relationship.  We are practicing all that we have learned during twice-a-week math lab.

· Social Studies/Science - We continue to make our way through all 50 states and are wrapping up our study of the west and Midwest.  We will soon learn about the earth’s many layers.

· Other - We have introduced our newest addition for the 4th Grade to our students “The Night at the Museum”.  More information to follow after vacation.  This will take the place of the 4th Grade Play.

· Grade 5

· Students in Mrs. Grilli’s and Miss Noto’s classes are responding to various trade books using literature circles.  Mrs. Oram’s class is finishing the Cay and will begin literature circles after vacation.  All three classes are working on various writing projects which address Gr. 5 standards.
· Math - Fractions, fractions and more fractions.  Please practice math facts.

· Social Studies/Science - We are preparing for the Invention Convention and learning about Simple Machines.

· Other - We so enjoyed our trip to the State House.

· Reading

· We are administering DIBELS (dynamic indicator of basic early literacy skills).  We will be administering Diagnostic Reading Assessments to help determine levels.  This process assists classroom teachers in planning differentiated instruction to meet the needs of all readers.

· PE

· We have been busy teaching fourth grade students dance steps for the upcoming Hoe Down.  The rest of the grades are wrapping up volley ball and gymnastics.

Principal’s Talk

· Playground - As a fundraiser we are considering a raffle.  There may be a 2 year requirement as a new 501(c)3.  The brownies and Girl Scouts donated $600.  Texas Road House donated $4,000.
· Walpole Budget - The capital budget is going to town meeting.  Vote pending.  $60K for a new roof and $30K for a new field has been requested for Boyden.

· MCAS - Grades 3, 4 & 5 have completed ELA.  Math will be held in May for Grades 3, 4 & 5.  Grade 5 will also have Science and Technology in May.

· School Council - We met yesterday.  We have been watching trends over last 6 years.  465 students now.  Estimate 474 students next year and could possibly go to 490.  We have grown and are working hard to meet the needs of the students.  We came close to meeting many of the MCAS goals.

· End of School Year - It is in sight.  Last day of school is Monday, June 20th.
· 5th Graders have finished their tile project.  

· Field Day has been changed to Friday, June 17th.

· Kindergarten - There will be three full day K classes and a ½ day program next year.  We are requesting 2 half day sessions due to class size.  

· Requested one additional teacher for 2011-2012 although we are not likely to add a staff member.  

· Silent Hallway - We have reinforced the silent hallway as the halls were getting too loud.  Expectations can be set and the students can rise to the occasion.

Chairpersons Topics

· March minutes were approved.

· Treasurer’s Report was approved.

· What’s It Like - Request for $250 was approved.

Docent

· We have four new Gr. 1 Docents.  They learned and presented Matisse.

· Grade 3 - American I this month

· Grade 4 - MFA trip in April including a tour of the new Art of Americas Wing, Impressionists and Egypt

· Grade 4 - Contemporary Artists in June

· Grade 3 Field Trip in June to Boston.  Will learn about Boston architecture visiting Copley Square and a Duck Tour.

· Grade 5 - Escher in June

Cultural Arts

· Discovery Museum

· K - Sound

· Gr. 3 - Static

· Gr. 5 - Simple Machines

· Gr. 3 Ben Franklin

· K - Mother Goose

· Currently working on Field Day entertainment
Fundraising

· Minute to Win It - Thursday April 14th WHS 6:30 p.m.

· Jump Trax - Monday of April Vacation $15pp 9:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

· Boyden Yard Sale - Saturday, June 4, 2011.  Looking for a volunteer to shadow and take over.

· Silver Graphics - There will be no Silver Graphics this year.

· Playground - Bricks and plaques will be available for purchase soon.

· Walpole Day - Saturday, May 21st. We will be selling water, slushies and Boyden bags.
· Boyden Bags - Order in.  Details to follow.  Small orange sample shown.

School Council

· Draft of school improvement plan finished.

· Reviewed parent survey results

· Playground concerns - will be addressed with new playground

· Science & Technology - Create a science nook next year.

· Writing performance

· Problem Solving Strategies

· Safe Secure Environment

· Bullying concerns at lunch, playground and bus.

· Establish a wellness committee - provide CPR certification

· Requesting assigned seats on bus

· Consistency in Homework

· Parent workshops

· Teacher website standards

New Business

· Next Meeting - May 18th 7:00 p.m. Last meeting of school year.

· Budget Meeting - May 18th at 6:00 p.m. 

