GWS PTO BOARD

MINUTES OF MEETING

October 6, 2004

Attendees:
Sue Porter, Kathleen Young, Maryann McDonald, Andrea Crowther, Karen Maul, and Heidi Conway

The new frame for the existing playground with be installed on October 17, 2004

Andrea will order free pizzas from Uno’s.

Heidi presented a letter addressed to Heidi from Marianne Hebert regarding NSTAR funds.  Marianne is concerned that the funds donated from NSTAR are not being used for the playground.  Heidi has deposited the NSTAR funds into the Playground Savings Account.

The letter also discussed a bullying workshop.  Heidi is awaiting more information from Marie Kurmins, from Eames Way, regarding the children and adult workshops.

The Board discussed the possibility of using Connect Ed, also addressed in Marianne Hebert’s letter.  It was agreed that this form of communication should be used for school emergencies and administration use.  We discussed the possibility of using room parents to help with PTO to parent communication.  Waiting for Mr. Oakman’s approval on the matter.  Andrea has looked into a Yahoo communication program.  The Board agreed to look into it more and try amongst the Board before presenting to the entire PTO.  Andrea will look into this matter.  A letter must be written to address Marianne Hebert’s letter and should be cc: to Mr. Oakman, Mrs. Manning, Ms. Butters and Mr. Kelley.

Andrea will also get information in posting PTO meeting announcements in the “Schoolyard Scenes” in the Mariner.

Karen Maul has volunteered to take over the roll of handling recognitions and soliciting donations.

Mr. Oakman and Bob Moriarty have reported that no additional playground structures will be installed until the leaching field checks out.  Chidscapes will be doing the new playground.  Teachers have seen the playground proposal and have responded to Mr. Oakman with their comments.  Mr. Oakman asked Bill Eckhart from Childscapes to propose a more traditional playground that initially proposed.  The first proposal has a lot of climbing structures.  Once the proposal is received, it will be forwarded to Mr. Oakman and Mrs. Manning for approval.

Kathleen will go to Circuit City for a donated Game Boy Advance for a Jog-A-Thon prize.  Andrea received an X-Box donated from Best Buy.  Kathleen will go to Toys-R-Us, Target, and Walmart to solicit more donations.

Kerry Murphy, a Jog-A-Thon volunteer, will do the display for the Jog-A-Thon in the front foyer of the school.

T-Shirts for the Jog-A-Thon have been proofed and are ordered.  Over 500 in various sizes were donated from Star Market.  Heidi will ask Mr. Oakman if the teachers will wear them during their Jog-A-Thon.

Jog-A-Thon information packet will go out on Friday.

Box Tops and Labels have already raised over $300 this school year.  A submission will be sent on 10/31 to General Mills and Campbells.

Newsletter:  We want to put out an October newsletter with updates on activities, bake sale revenue, and general information.  We discussed that all publications need to be approved by Mr. Oakman.  In future months, we may expand the size of the newsletter dependent on the content.

Last year’s Wendy’s night raised over $157.  We agreed to do another one.  Karen Maul volunteered to organize it and will determine the date.

Rhyme & Reason should be contacted to see if we can do another holiday fundraiser where a percentage of sales made by GWS parents near the holiday season would be donated to the PTO.  Heidi will contact them.

Outside (cookies, gift wrap) fundraising was discussed, and it is the opinion of the teachers that this should not be done since there are so many other avenues for fundraising.

Ally Kat Lanes in Pembroke is offering group fundraising nights.  Sue Porter will research this more and report back at the next meeting.

A greeting card/drawing competition was discussed.  The students would draw pictures, and judges (i.e. Mr. Oakman, Mrs. Festa) would pick a winner from each grade or class.  The students would have one week to do the drawing and submit it.  The drawings would be made into note cards and sold as a package for fundraising.  Andrea will research printing prices.

It was voted and approved that the 5th grade be given two cases of cookbooks to sell to raise funds for their yearbooks.

We would like to try to use the room parents to set up a network of parent volunteers.  Heidi will discuss this with Mr. Oakman and get his feedback on the idea.  Currently, the room parents organize parties and call for inclement weather.

Ideas should be brought to the next meeting for an agenda for the 11/4 General PTO Meeting.  Andrea will contact those volunteers who wanted to provide refreshments for events to bring snacks and drinks.

We reiterated that all correspondence must be sent to the PTO Box in the office.

Next Board Meeting 10/20. 

