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The face of high school football in Central Massachusetts may be slightly altered or drastically nipped and tucked as a result of what takes place in the next week. 

The Central Mass. Football and District E Athletic committees will meet tomorrow morning at Auburn High to discuss a proposal originally put forth in the spring that would restructure Division 1 football beginning with the 2005 season. 

Briefly, the plan would form a four-team division of Fitchburg, Leominster, St. John’s and Wachusett. The top two finishers would play Super Bowl games against Western Mass. schools. 

The remaining 12 area schools would be split, based on enrollment, into two six-team divisions. There’s talk of having the division champs meet in an all-CMass Super Bowl. 

In May, the state football committee tabled a vote on the plan because of dissent from Western Mass. officials, who apparently feel it’s OK to send their two best Division 1 teams (from the AA Conference) to the postseason, but are against Central Mass. doing the same thing. 

On Wednesday, a CMass contingent that included coaches, athletic directors and principals met at Nashoba Regional to sort things out. All 16 Division 1 schools were represented. 

The vote was 15-1 (Wachusett voted no) in support of the original proposal. Ray Cosenza, the Fitchburg athletic director and football coach, will resubmit the proposal tomorrow to the Central Mass. Football Committee, of which he’s a member, and, if things go as planned, to the District E Athletic Committee. 

Should it receive approval, Cosenza would then bring the proposal to the state football committee, of which he’s also a member, when it meets Monday. The question, though, is whether anything has changed in the last five months that would cause Eastern and Western Mass. representatives to support the proposal this time. 

There is currently no answer to that question. 

The problem, if you will, is EMass usually abstains from matters that don’t directly concern it and WMass has four votes — or two more than Central Mass. — because it covers Districts F and G. You do the math. 

And without the support of at least one other region, the plan will die faster than your first goldfish. 

If that occurs, things could get really interesting around here. 

Milford principal John Brucato and athletic director Nick Zacchilli have petitioned six schools — Algonquin, Hudson, Marlboro, Nashoba, Shrewsbury, and Westboro — about breaking away and forming an independent, eight-team football league. The eighth team is to be determined. Based on conversations yesterday with representatives from Nashoba, Shrewsbury and Westboro, the idea is being given serious consideration. 

The indy league would initially be out of the bowl picture, but it could apply to the Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association for recognition after two years. That, in turn, could lead to postseason opportunities. 



While the league is being pitched for football, Brucato would love to see it turned into an all-sports enterprise. 

“Do I think it’s going to come to that? I don’t know,” Brucato said. “Do I think it’s a good idea? Absolutely.” 

Milford hasn’t made any secret of it’s dissatisfaction with the Mid-Wach League and, in recent years, has looked into leaving. The problem is the lack of a landing place. 

Milford feels the Mid-Wach is too big, both in membership (23 teams) and geographic area, and does little to foster the type of natural rivalries that traditionally come with league membership. The monetary costs of travel and the burden it places on students on school nights are also of concern to Brucato. 

“I think politics is a major reason (for Division 1 football’s problems),” Brucato said. “But let’s get down to the real issue — what’s good for our kids in their personal, academic, athletic and social lives.” 

Stay tuned. 

The route to 66
There are no sure bets, but we’re betting everyone who read yesterday’s paper said, “Wow,” when they saw St. John’s beat Holy Name, 66-0, Sunday. 

Were the Pioneers running it up on their Catholic cousins? That’s not an easily answered question. 

Seventeen of St. John’s 31 points in the second half were a direct result of defensive plays. The Pioneers can’t be blamed for scoring while on defense. Except, perhaps, for the fact their defense was still laced with starters even with a 44-0 lead. 

“Our kids played hard,” said John Andreoli, St. John’s first-year coach. “We played all (47) kids that we brought. The score, hey, it is what it is. We won and we move onto the next one.” 

After losing the last two years by a combined score of 121-0, it may be the Naps who move on. 

“I wouldn’t be doing my job if I wasn’t seriously considering that,” Holy Name AD Jim Ricciardi said when asked if the school would consider dropping St. John’s. “It’s just not competitive. 

“After a score like that you have to think, ‘Do we want to go out there and put our kids in that situation again?’ And St. John’s has to be thinking the same thing. What do you get out of (winning like) that?” 

For the record, Holy Name — with the smallest Division 1 male enrollment in the state — currently opts to play St. John’s — one of the largest schools in the state — as a natural rival. Under the current Division 1/1A format in Central Mass., the two teams would realistically meet for a home-and-home series roughly every eight years. 

Prouty promotes Fahey
David Prouty announced Chuck Fahey will become athletic director when Paul Archambeault retires Dec. 1. 

Archambeault has worked at the school for 35 years, the last 26 as AD. Fahey has served as Archambeault’s assistant for the past two years. Fahey coaches baseball and is an assistant on the football team.
