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St. John’s High senior James McGillicuddy is the Gatorade Massachusetts Football Player of the Year. 

McGillicuddy, a 6-foot-4, 285-pound tackle, anchored both lines for the top-ranked Pioneers (9-2), who will play in tomorrow’s Central/Western Mass. Division 1 Super Bowl. He had 12 sacks this sesason and forced eight fumbles, recovering two of them. 

He is the first Central Mass. recipient of a Gatorade award since 2000, when Holy Name High’s Neil Fingleton won the basketball award, Bryan LaHair of the Naps won in baseball, and Shrewsbury High’s Magda Tomecka was named in girls’ soccer. 

McGillicuddy didn’t know about winning the award until he was contacted by the Telegram & Gazette last night. He said the honor was exciting, but wants to keep the focus on his team and its game against Longmeadow High. 

“James is an outstanding young man and an accomplished student-athlete with excellent leadership skills,” St. John’s coach John Andreoli said. “As a captain, he leads by example in driving out players to commit to excellence on the field and in the classroom. Although blessed with exceptional athletic ability, James works hard each day to be the best he can be.” 

The lineman’s commitment has paid off in the weight room, where he bench-presses 420 pounds and squats 590. He also stars on the wrestling team, where he is the defending state heavyweight champion. 

In the classroom, McGillicuddy has a 3.4 grade-point average, is Student Council president, and an Eagle Scout. 

Gatorade names state players of the year for all 50 states and the District of Columbia. McGillicuddy and the other winners are now finalists for the Gatorade National Football Player of the Year award, to be announced later this month. 

Awards are also given out in baseball, girls’ volleyball, soccer, basketball and track.
