Monday, September 20, 2004

Worcester T&G 

Pioneers back to familiar form

ST. JOHN’S 66 HOLY NAME 0

WORCESTER- It might be safe to say that last week’s 17-point loss to Malden Catholic by St. John’s was a mere aberration 

The Pioneers are not a team that is used to losing, let alone, being manhandled. Yesterday, second-ranked St. John’s proved that notion by dishing out some punishment of its own, annihilating Holy Name, 66-0. 

St. John’s had its way all afternoon registering multiple scores on both sides of the ball. Offensively, the Pioneers racked up 382 yards (247 coming in the first half) and held the Naps to just 27 yards (2 in the opening half). 

The Pioneers’ (1-1) balanced attack kept the Naps on their proverbial heels. Behind quarterback Eric Dickson (6-of-10 for 88 yards, 2 TDs), St. John’s sliced through the Holy Name defense with relative ease. 

Leading 7-0 after the first period thanks to a Ross Pentland 27-yard reception, the Pioneers finished off the Naps in the second as they found the end zone four times in an eight-minute stretch. 

Pentland made it 14-0 by taking an 18-yard pass from Dickson. A Holy Name fumble (one of six) set up an Adam Matson 18-yard keeper. Following a Bryan Dick interception, St. John’s continued its onslaught as Jim Savage (7 carries for 96 yards) rumbled 18 yards for one of his two scores to make it 28-0. The Pioneers closed the half with an eight-play drive before Dickson dove in from a yard out to send his team into the break up by 35. 

“We had a good week of practice and we felt pretty good with the way we ran the football,” said Pioneers first-year coach John Andreoli. “We did what we wanted to do on offense in terms of executing the plays.” 






Holy Name had trouble getting out of its own way let alone down the field. It was a significant difference from last week’s outing when halfback Anthony Fuller torched St. Bernard’s for over 200 yards and 5 TDs. Fuller had a forgettable game yesterday, finishing with 24 yards on 14 carries. 

The second half began just as ugly for the Naps. Placed deep in their own territory, a bad snap on a punt attempt led to the first of two Pioneer safeties. Moments later, Savage added to Holy Name’s misery with a 44-yard scoring run to increase the lead to 44-0. 

“Things are starting to come together but we still have work to do,” Andreoli said. “We want to make sure that we come out and get better with every practice. That’s what we’ve been working on one day at a time.” 

Holy Name started to move the ball for the first time on its next possession, but suddenly stubbed its toe after Dick fumbled and Ben Rooperian picked up the ball and rumbled 65 yards untouched with 1:38 left in the third. 

Three plays later, Holy Name lost the ball on a bad pitch which led to defensive back Kevin White gaining control and returning it 27 yards to push the score to 57-0. A bad snap in the end zone over punter Mike Murphy’s head led to another safety and St. John’s closed out the scoring when Matt Logan burst through the line and scampered 59 yards for the final score. 

“Last week we got into a position where we got behind,” Andreoli said. “It took us out of our offense where we relied on throwing the ball. This week we had a nice mix of run and pass and the field position game is very important. It’s something we will try to continue to work at and be as well-balanced as possible.”
