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SHREWSBURY -- The battle of CMass Division 1 crosstown rivals lived up to its billing, but St. John's (2-1) rode the running of backs Peter Edwards and Jeff Moore to defeat Shrewsbury. 

    

Moore turned in the flashiest play of the day, busting through the line nearly untouched and scampering 61 yards for a touchdown with four minutes remaining in the game. The score made it an insurmountable 28-12 Pioneer lead, but just three minutes earlier Shrewsbury (2-1) made it a game. 

"I just challenged the kids at halftime," said Shrewsbury head coach Terry Walles. "We didn't play well at all in the first half." 

Starting on their own 22-yard line, Shrewsbury unleashed their star back, co-captain Dennis Molinari. Molinari (20 carries, 155 yards) picked up three consecutive first downs on runs of 13, 17 and 11 yards. On a key third-and-3 play, Molinari took the pitch from quarterback Brad Stickel 21 yards down to the 9-yard line. From there, senior co-captain Chris Abbascia hammered in a second-and-goal carry from the 7 for the score, making it 21-12. 

The Colonials' second half surge could not stop Moore's 61-yard touchdown jaunt on the Pioneers' next drive.  "Jeff Moore is a tough kid," said St. John's head coach John Andreoli. "He comes to play everyday. He played both sides of the ball and special teams today. He was tired, but he came after it and just stayed with it. That's very admirable in a player." 

St. John's dominated the first half, only allowing Shrewsbury to run 15 offensive plays. Edwards opened the scoring on the first drive of the game, running one in from the 5 to cap off the 4:40, 64-yard drive. Moore had his first touchdown in the second quarter off a 4-yard run, set up by Will Atamian's beautiful halfback pass to Jay Merrill for a gain of 32 yards. 

St. John's travels to Milford Friday night, while Shrewsbury hosts Marlborough Friday. 
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