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Super Bowl berth is there for the taking 

By Eric Avidon 

The Super Bowl is there for the taking. 

Just as Fitchburg has seemed to own Leominster on Thanksgiving in recent years, St. John's has had the Red Raiders' number of late. 

The Pioneers are 7-2 overall and 5-0 in Division 1, including a win over Leominster last week. But Fitchburg (4-5, 3-2) is coming off its best game of the season last Friday night, a 41-7 skunking of St. Peter-Marian, and after struggling early in the year could be hitting its stride just in time to play St. John's this week and then Leominster on Thanksgiving. 

"Fitchburg is a big, physical team and we gotta go up there on a Friday night," said St. John's first-year coach John Andreoli. "I have the utmost respect for Coach (Ray) Cosenza, a former teammate of mine and one of the most outstanding coaches I've ever seen. We have to be ready to play those guys." 

Meanwhile, Cosenza said that the key to Fitchburg's chance at victory is a ball-control offense that keeps the St. John's offense off the field. 

"We hope to keep them off the field," he said. "Their fullback Jeff Moore is amazing and their quarterback Eric Dickson does a great job. We have our hands full. We can't turn the ball." 

He added that Fitchburg has had a good week of practice and that Daeshawn Perkins, who ran for 185 yards last week, will probably get the bulk of the carries at tailback with Justin McDonald nursing a sprained ankle. 

Despite its loss at St. John's last Saturday, Leominster still has an outside shot at the Division 1 Super Bowl. 

If Fitchburg can beat St. John's and the Pioneers lose on Thanksgiving against St. Peter-Marian, Leominster, which would have to win at Shrewsbury tomorrow night and at Fitchburg on Thanksgiving, would be the Central Mass. representative. 

It's an outside chance, but a chance nonetheless. 

Irrespective of the conference championship, the Blue Devils (5-4, 4-1) have a difficult task at Shrewsbury. The Colonials are 6-2 overall and 3-2 in Division 1 play. 

Leominster's Anthony Bizzotto has 869 yards rushing on the season and would top 1,000 with 131 yards Friday night. Adam Cordio, meanwhile, has 844 on the season and would reach 1,000 with 156 more. 

