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James McGillicuddy and the rest of the St. John’s run-stuffers will have their hands full … (FILE PHOTO)



	



It’s game that’s been circled in red for months. Or blue, if that color better suits your tastes. 

The Leominster High and St. John’s High football teams have held down the top two spots in the T&G Top 10 since the first poll was released in September. The two Division 1 powers have five losses between them, but are still considered the class of Central Mass. 

Tomorrow, we’ll find out who’s at the head of the class. 

The No. 1 Blue Devils visit the second-ranked Pioneers in Shrewsbury, with the winner taking a rather large step toward winning the division title and punching its postseason ticket. The game can be heard live on WEIM-AM (1280) starting at 1:30 p.m., or watched on tape delay on WCTR-TV 3 at 7:30. 

“Usually, it’s a game where the winner has a good chance to continue on,” Leominster coach John Dubzinski said. “It’s a game I think both teams look forward to.” 

One thing is for certain — neither team is looking back. 

The Pioneers (6-2, 4-0 division) had their six-game winning streak end with a 35-12 loss to highly regarded Xaverian last Saturday. The Eastern Mass. power held a 28-0 lead early in third quarter as it moved the ball with surprising ease against a St. John’s defense that had allowed just 53 points in the previous six games. 

	



… with Leominster’s talented backs, led by Anthony Bizzotto, above, and Adam Cordio. (FILE PHOTO)



	



Meanwhile, the Blue Devils lost to Brockton, 27-14. Leominster trailed by a touchdown with about six minutes to play before the Boxers, who have reclaimed their seat at the head table after a couple of off-years, wrapped it up with a last-minute score. 

Leominster is 5-3 (4-0) with the other losses to undefeated Everett and surging BC High. 

“We play good teams,” Dubzinski said. “It’s disappointing when we don’t win, but also when we play good teams, we expect a tough, tough football game. We’re not frustrated when we don’t win, we’re disappointed.” 

While the Blue Devils’ schedule certainly is laced with tough teams, they have yet to run across an individual the caliber of St. John’s senior James McGillicuddy. 

“He will be the best lineman we face all year — by far,” Dubzinski said. 

McGillicuddy and classmate Greg Michon are run-stuffers on defense. Their role takes on added importance since Leominster has mostly kept the ball on the ground this season. 

And why wouldn’t it? Seniors Adam Cordio (805 yards rushing, eight TDs) and Anthony Bizzotto (718, nine) form the best backfield around, and senior tackle Peter Gounaridis and junior center Jon Penning have established themselves as accomplished blockers. 

“They come off the ball very well and have a disciplined offensive attack,” St. John’s coach John Andreoli said, later adding: “They play physical, which is typical of Leominster teams.” 

The Pioneers are a bit more balanced with tailback Peter Edwards, quarterback Eric Dickson and tight end Ross Pentland all getting their touches. Dickson’s stats are just OK (35 for 74, 500 yards, five TDs), but he’s an exceptional talent who can throw for a first down as easily as he can sprint for one. 

Leominster has won two straight in the series, 26-14 and 42-0, while claiming a share of the last two Division 1 titles. The Blue Devils edged St. Peter-Marian for the bowl berth in 2002, but saw Fitchburg get the nod last year. 

St. John’s defeated Leominster, 21-13, in 2001 when it set a school record for wins with 11 while going undefeated for the first time in 40 years. 

Whoever wins tomorrow will have the upper hand in the division race, which isn’t the same as saying they can sign off on the deal. 
St. John’s has games with Fitchburg and St. Peter-Marian remaining. Leominster has a date at No. 3 Shrewsbury (7-1, 3-1) next week and Fitchburg on Thanksgiving.
