Thursday, September 9, 2004 

Change is in the air at St. John’s, SPM

Q&A WITH RICH GARVEN

A few things to ponder as you get ready for another round of football: 

1. What effect will coaching changes have at St. John’s and St. Peter-Marian? 

In all fairness, it will take a few years before that question can really be answered. If folks had judged John Dubzinski after his first two seasons at Wachusett Regional (2-19), the verdict would have come back failure. But in his fifth season, Dubzinski delivered a Super Bowl championship to the Mountaineer faithful. 

John Andreoli was the choice at St. John’s from a thick folder of applicants to replace Tony Wood, who retired after 20 seasons and is now the AD at Scituate. Andreoli has, by all accounts, put together a top-notch coaching staff and brought a collegiate-style approach to the program that should pay both short- and long-term dividends. 

The Pioneers will certainly contend for a bowl berth this season, and figure to be in a similar position from here on out. One area coach recently had this to say about St. John’s: “It’s not just the best situation in Central Mass., it’s the best situation in the state.” No argument here. 

SPM is a trickier situation to assess now that Owen Kilcoyne has handed over the reins to Justin Ball. Kilcoyne took over a minor program 15 years ago and turned it in a major player. Now it’s up to the Guardians to show everyone else it wasn’t all about Kilcoyne. 

Ball is the man for the job, though. And if you don’t believe us, just ask St. John’s, where Ball was a finalist to replace Wood. 

2. Where does Wachusett go from here? 

It’s hard to top a 12-0 season, but Wachusett has laid the groundwork for a successful program that should produce a string of winning records. The Mountaineers are a legitimate contender to repeat as Division 1A champions and some thought should start to be given to moving this school — which has the third-highest male enrollment in the area after St. John’s and Leominster — up to Division 1 where it belongs. 

By the way, the word’s already out on Wachusett’s junior class. “They’re as good as it gets,” one coach marveled. “They’ve got three or four kids who are flat-out special.” 

3. Will he or won’t he? 

William Earley, who has not gone out for football at Fitchburg High, is still on the minds of most anyone connected with the game. The would-be senior tailback isn’t playing due to legal issues, although rumors of him perhaps suiting up for another area school have surfaced. Don’t believe what you read (unless it’s here). 

Earley would need a waiver to play anywhere but Fitchburg, and the MIAA is unlikely to grant him one (we’ll leave it at that). Instead of avoiding tacklers, Earley would best be served hitting the books this fall. 

4. Who’s going to surprise us? 

That depends on your definition of surprise. 

They’re not being talked about much, but Ayer, Doherty, Grafton and Uxbridge could all have excellent seasons in the W-L column. We like South for the General Improvement Award, but the Colonels are going to have work for it because Division 2A is one heck of a group this year. 

5. What games are worth the drive no matter the distance? 

We’ll give you one for each division: 

Nov. 6: Leominster at St. John’s. The outcome will be a factor in, or even determine, the Division 1 champion. 

Nov. 13:Westboro at Wachusett. Last two 1A champs square off. 

Oct. 22: Northbridge at Burncoat. Ditto for D2. 

Nov. 25: David Prouty at Leicester. Community Field will be packed anyway; might as well make it for bragging and bowl rights. 

Oct. 30: Narragansett at Mahar. Rematch of last year’s thrilling Super Bowl, won by the Senators. 

Oct. 2: Bay Path at North. It’s still early in the season, but the outcome will have long-term implications.
