Fast start leaves Marlborough behind
By Brendon Rosenau / News Sports Correspondent
Saturday, October 16, 2004 

MARLBOROUGH -- In his scouting over the last few weeks, Marlborough football coach Sean Mahoney was impressed with many areas of the St. John's football team. One concern: the Pioneers' ability to start quickly. 

     Mahoney's scouting was right on the mark. 

     Thanks to a 14-point first quarter that featured a 2-yard touchdown run by Peter Edwards and a 16-yard scoring connection from quarterback Eric Dickson to Ross Pentland, St. John's defeated host Marlborough, 21-6, in CMass Division 1 action at Kelleher Field. 

     The early production was crucial in more ways than one for St. John's. 

     "We knew the first couple of possessions were critical because of the weather conditions," said Pioneers coach John Andreoli, his team now 5-1. 

     Marlborough (2-4) kept things close, advancing to the St. John's 9 in the second quarter. But the drive stalled, keeping it 14-0 at the half. 

     St. John's went ahead 21-0 in the fourth quarter on Jeff Moore's 28-yard scoring run, before the Panthers responded with one of their best drives, culminating in a Jeremy Link 18-yard touchdown reception from quarterback Mike O'Brien (11-of-23 for 125 yards, 1 TD, 1 INT). 

     "We scouted them 3-4 times and they get up early on people," said Mahoney. "I told (the players) not to be intimidated early. I think they realized as the game went on that we could play with them." 

     But the decisive part of the game was the first quarter. 

     St. John's opened the contest with possession at its 42. Opting for a power running game on eight of 10 plays, the Pioneers marched down the field, with Edwards banging in from 2 yards out. Ross Pentland's kick made it 7-0. 

     After Marlborough went three-and-out deep in its own territory, St. John's had a short field to work with, taking over at the Panther 37. Pentland finished off a short march with a 16-yard scoring grab, then made the PAT kick. 

     There were several bright spots for Marlborough, including the 5-catch, 56-yard receiving effort by Mike Deleppo, and Ryan Auclair's 3-catch, 32-yard night. Auclair is in his first year on the team. 

     Mahoney cited St. John's overwhelming size at the line of scrimmage as another key in the game. Marlborough couldn't get its patented option offense untracked and, interestingly, both teams had considerable success passing in the tough weather conditions. 

     "We knew their skill position players were really good," said Shrewsbury's Andreoli.
