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MILFORD -- When St. John's quarterback Eric Dickson plunged into the end zone from a yard out in overtime to give the Pioneers a remarkable 13-10 non-league victory, the reactions from Milford's players varied. 

A few fell to the turf in shock, while others looked up to the sky in disbelief.  All, however, were physically drained, mentally exhausted and simply heartbroken. 

That's what happens after you end up on the short end of "the best slugging match I've ever seen in my 28 years here," according to Milford coach John Dagnese. 

The tears hadn't dried from the faces of the Scarlet Hawks, but Dagnese was beaming at the effort from his under-sized crew. 

"They're heartbroken and it hurts, no question about it," the Milford head man said. "But if I can bottle this effort and open it up every week, they'd never lose a game." 

But last night they did, and in excruciating fashion. 

Throughout the first three-and-a-half quarters, the two teams traded punches, going back-and-forth in a defensive struggle dominated at the line of scrimmage. 

On paper, this would be the ultimate mismatch. Milford's men in the trenches aren't any bigger than Ryan Wagner at 6-foot, 225 pounds. Compared to Pioneers James McGillicuddy (6-foot-4, 295 pounds) and Greg Michon (6-   3, 240), it shouldn't have been close. 

But Milford's offensive line neutralized the duo, making them as invisible as two people of their size can be. 

"I thought (coming in) they were too physically talented for us," Dagnese said. "But our offensive line was so impressive, we moved the ball against some big kids." 

With the game knotted at 7-7, the Division 1A Scarlet Hawks (2-2) started moving the ball one last time in regulation. Led by a duo of cool and confident sophomores, quarterback Bryant Johnson and running back Brian Flumere, Milford got the ball at its own 24 with 2:00 left. 

A pass interference call moved the ball to midfield and a 15-yard run by senior captain Conor Quinn pushed the Scarlet Hawks into St. John's territory. 

Flumere used some hard running to moved the ball inside the Pioneers' 10 as the clock ticked to under a minute. After a run up the middle and a spike, Milford set up for a go-ahead 25-yard field goal with eight seconds left. Victor deSegonzac's kick was blocked, however, giving Division 1 St. John's a shot in the extra session. 

The Scarlet Hawks got the ball to start overtime and advanced to the 5 before settling for a 22-yard field goal from Kevin Casey. 

Then came the turning point for the Pioneers. 

On the first-down run, Peter Edwards was stopped for a minimal gain, but a personal foul for a late hit out of bounds gave St. John's first-and-goal from the 5. Three plays later, Dickson snuck in and the heavily-favored Pioneers could breathe a sigh of relief. 

"That was one of the greatest games I've ever been a part of," St. John's first-year coach John Andreoli said. "That was a toe-to-toe, knock down, drag 'em out game." 

Milford jumped out to a 7-0 lead in the first quarter, as Dagnese reached deep into his bag of tricks. After attempting a halfback pass earlier on the drive, he called for a fake field goal and was rewarded as Johnson found Mike Welsh in the end zone for the score. 

St. John's answered in the second with an 8-yard scoring scamper from Edwards, and from there the defenses took over. 

Milford looked to take the lead to start the second half, but a 65-yard kickoff return for a touchdown by Stefan Jones was called back due to holding. It was not the first, or the last, time that Milford would be burned by a penalty. 

Still, Dagnese couldn't have been prouder. 

"Now they believe," the coach said. "We're always going to be the smallest team, but with their heart, that doesn't make a difference."
