Answering the call: St. John's matches Nashoba's big plays en route to win
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SHREWSBURY -- Nashoba had two big scoring plays in yesterday's 28-13 loss. 

     The problem was, each time, St. John's responded with an even bigger play. 

     The Chieftains started on a high, recovering an onside kick on the game's opening play. 

     Four plays later, on a fourth-and-four, Mike Kennedy burst up the middle for a 31-yard touchdown run. 

     All the momentum appeared to be with Nashoba, but it lasted about a minute. 

     Matt Logan fielded the kick at the 25-yard line and was hit at the 30, but bounced off a defender and cut back to the left, going down the sideline untouched for a 75-yard touchdown. 

     "We hit him two or three times and didn't wrap him up and he was able to get outside," said Nashoba coach John Beary, as his team fell to 3-4. 

     Out of nowhere, Nashoba's lead was trimmed to 7-6, and the home crowd was energized. 

     "It's huge, when they get the momentum to quiet them down," St. John's running back Peter Edwards said. 

     The Pioneers (6-1, 4-0 Division 1) kept the Chieftains quiet following a 14-yard touchdown run from Nashoba's Zach Blanchflower. 

     Blanchflower's score cut the Pioneers' lead to 21-13 with 3:02 left in the third quarter. 

     But St. John's came right back, with quarterback Eric Dickson throwing a 50-yard pass to Ross Pentland on the next play, setting up a 1-yard touchdown run from Jim Savage with under a minute left in the third quarter, providing the final margin of victory. 

     "Give them credit, they made the big plays," Beary said. "We couldn't stop them when we had to." 

     The one guy Beary's players couldn't stop was Peter Edwards, who made a huge contribution on only four carries. 

     The senior running back put the Pioneers ahead for good with an 81-yard touchdown run. Edwards took the ball, went left and then cut up the middle and down the right sideline, using his speed to get past the Nashoba secondary. 

     "I just followed my blocks," Edwards said, referring to James McGillicuddy and Greg Michon, who, at a combined 535 pounds, can open a lot of space. 

     On Edwards' next touchdown run, his hardest hit came from McGillicuddy, when the back ran into his tackle, but bounced off and found the end zone, this time from 44 yards out. 

     Running behind that powerful offensive line, Jeff Moore ran six times for 63 yards and was all over the field on defense at linebacker. 

     Nashoba was led by senior captain Garrett Jones, who completed 5-of-11 passes for 75 yards and rushed eight times for 40 yards. 

     But thanks to a few timely big plays, St. John's was able to overcome an early deficit. 

     "That's what good teams do, they come back and don't give up," Beary said.
