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SJ defeats rival Colonials

ST. JOHN’S 28 SHREWSBURY12
	By Jaime de Leon CORRESPONDENT
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SHREWSBURY- In a battle of town rivals, second-ranked St. John’s handed No. 4 Shrewsbury its first loss of the season, 28-12, on Homecoming Day at St. John’s. 

The Pioneers (2-1) jumped to a 21-0 first-half lead behind the stellar play of the offensive and defensive lines. The offensive line opened several holes for the rushing game, which gained 198 yards in the first half. The defensive line held Shrewsbury (2-1) to 13 plays in the first half, netting 54 yards. 

“We were able to run the ball effectively and have a good run-pass mix,” St. John’s coach John Andreoli said. “Fortunately we all stepped up to the plate against a very tough team.” 

The Pioneer ground game asserted itself on the first drive of the game. Peter Edwards ran 12 yards on the first play and later capped off a 66-yard drive with a 9-yard touchdown run. Eric Dickson’s 7-yard pickup on fourth-and-1 near midfield kept the drive going. 

The Pioneers padded their lead early in the second quarter. Facing first-and-10 on the Shrewsbury 35, St. John’s backup quarterback Will Atamian connected with Jay Merrill, covering 32 yards. Jeff Moore finished off the drive with a strong 3-yard run up the middle as the Pioneers took a 14-0 lead. 

St. John’s added a third score with 19 seconds to play in the first half, when Dickson found Adam Matson in the end zone from 8 yards out. 

The Colonials played an inspired second half, closing to within 21-12 halfway through the fourth quarter on a 7-yard touchdown run by Chris Abbascia. 

But on the Pioneers’ ensuing drive, Jeff Moore broke free for a 61-yard touchdown run up the middle with four minutes left. 

Colonials tailback Dennis Molinari turned in a strong second half to key the Shrewsbury comeback. 

After recovering a fumble at the Pioneer 25-yard line, Molinari scored from 3 yards out to give the Colonials their first points at 21-6 with 1:47 left in the third quarter. 

On the Colonials’ first possession in the fourth quarter, Molinari churned out gains of 13, 17, 11, and 21 yards before Abbasica scored Shrewsbury’s second touchdown. 

Molinari carried the ball 18 times for 153 yards. 

“We didn’t play well in the first half, but we played them toe-to-toe in the second half,” Shrewsbury coach Terry Walles said. 

Friday night, Shrewsbury hosts Marlboro, and St. John’s travels to Milford.
