St. John's blanks St. Peter-Marian
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WORCESTER -- Super Bowl-bound St. John's used a dominating offensive attack to shut out rival St. Peter Marian 35-0 in its 80th Thanksgiving Day meeting held at Holy Cross's Fitton Field. 

     The Pioneers gained over 400 yards of total offense and scored on their first three possessions to take control of the game from the beginning. 

     "This game is always an emotional game. The records don't mean anything, the kids know the tradition," first-year St. John's coach John Andreoli said. 

     "We were able to get some scores in the first half and see a lot of players. Those kids (St. Peter-Marian) compete. They play tough. We have a tremendous amount of respect for them." 

     Senior running back Peter Edwards, who was named the game's outstanding player, started it off for the Pioneers with a 24-yard run. Two plays later, he reached the end zone from 22 yards out, running down the left sideline before lowering his head for the final few yards. St. Johns' next possession covered 83 yards in just seven plays. 

     "It's great to win. We came out to play," Edwards said. "I love this game and I am proud of my teammates." 

     Senior quarterback Eric Dickson opened the drive with a 16-yard scamper. After fullback Jim Savage powered his way forward for 5 yards, Dickson (6-of-6, 121 yards, 1 TD) went to the air. He hit tight end Ross Pentland (4 catches, 71 yards) over the middle for 20 yards. Two plays later, Dickson racked up 33 more yards on the ground, bringing the ball to the Guardian 7-yard line. On second-and-goal from the 5, Savage plowed his way into the end zone. 

     "They started 11 seniors on offense. They are a powerhouse," Guardian first-year coach Justin Ball said. "We are a young team. I'm proud of what our kids did. They got some experience that will help us in the future." 

     On their third possession, the Pioneers ripped off their longest drive in terms of yardage with a seven-play, 89-yard march. From his own 36-yard line, Dickson hit Pentland for 20 yards, moving the ball to the Guardian 44-yard line. On the next play Dickson dropped back and found senior wide out Adam Matson open over the middle and riffled a bullet for a 21-0 lead at the break. 

     Savage opened the half with his second touchdown, a 15-yard score. Senior Zach Demma picked off Guardian quarterback Joe Paciello on the first Guardian possession of the third quarter. The Pioneers took over from the 32 and needed only five plays to make the score 35-0. From the 6-yard line Dickson ran a bootleg just crossing the plane with the ball as he headed toward the right sideline. 

     Defensively Mark Ozarowski played a solid game on the line. He was rewarded for his efforts with the Corsac award. 

     "It's always awesome to win on Thanksgiving. It feels great to win at Holy Cross," he said. "I'm thrilled with this award. It was completely unexpected."
