Friday, November 26, 2004 

No. 1 Pioneers roll over Guardians

ST. JOHN'S 35 SPM 0
	




St. John’s Peter Edwards falls back after being hit by St. Peter-Marian’s Matt O’Neil. (T&G Staff Photos/PAULA FERAZZI SWIFT)
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WORCESTER— The last time St. Peter-Marian beat St. John’s was just two years ago, but it seems like a lifetime. Since then, the Guardians have only managed 12 points, while allowing 77. 

	



St. Peter-Marian’s Joe Paciello grabs the jersey of St. John’s Eric Dickson. 



	


But one thing that never changes is the spirit and electricity that Fitton Field has emitted every Thanksgiving for the last 80 years. 



The passion for the game was still present yesterday, even though the Pioneers controlled both sides of the ball, and rolled to a 35-0 win. 



“They’re loaded this year,” St. Peter-Marian coach Justin Ball said of the senior-heavy St. John’s team. “But the history of this game can really level the playing field. It’s easy to keep the kids up for this game.” 

And they were. 

At no point was the SPM bench anything but excited. The Guardians (3-8) kept pushing for 44 minutes, although the only Pioneers that didn’t gain any yards were the alumni. 

“They’re a powerhouse,” Ball added. “They start 11 seniors. We’re a young team (starting five sophomores and two freshman), but this game will give them great experience.” 

Experience maybe, as long as they don’t get used to that kind of loss. 

Top-ranked St. John’s (9-2) will host Longmeadow (8-2) at 3:30 p.m. Dec. 4 at Worcester State in the Division 1 Central/Western Mass. Super Bowl. 

The Pioneers scored on their first three possessions, building a 21-0 halftime lead. Senior running back Peter Edwards kept the ball moving on the ground, while the potent combo of senior quarterback Eric Dickson and senior tight end Ross Pentland maintained a flawless passing attack. 

Dickson was 6 for 6 for 120 yards. 

But to make matters worse for SPM, the St. John’s defense was just as dominating. 

Led by senior defensive end Mark Ozarowski, the Pioneers punished the Guardian line, allowing just six first downs all day, while amassing three QB sacks and another seven tackles for a loses — and all this despite the absence of all-world lineman James McGillicuddy. The senior defensive tackle went out with an ankle injury on the first series of the game. 

But Ozarowski was there — actually he was everywhere. The Guardians ran to both sides, and up the middle, but couldn’t get away from Ozarowski, who was named the Francis X. Corsac Award winner. 

“This is totally unexpected,” Ozarowski said. “It’s always great to come in here (Fitton Field) and play, but Turkey Day is that much sweeter with a win.” 

Edwards was awarded the Robert Hazelhurst Trophy as the outstanding offense player. 

“I’m just so proud of the team,” Edwards said. “It’s my senior year; it’s Thanksgiving. This is the best.” 

But Edwards did most of his talking on the field, racking up 46 yards and a touchdown on the first St. John’s drive of the game. 

He finished with 92 yards, despite sitting out most of the second half. 

Senior fullback Jim Savage also had a fine game, rushing for 54 yards and two touchdowns. 

Junior running back Jeff Foley finished with 69 yards rushing. 

“We were lucky to get some early scores so we could see a lot of different players,” St. John’s coach John Andreoli said, adding that he had installed a brand new offense this season. “Our seniors did a fine job of leading our team.” 

Dickson took care of the other two scores, hitting senior wide receiver Adam Matson for a 44-yard score, and running a 5-yard bootleg for the other. Pentland was 5 for 5 on PATs.
