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Pioneers’ rushing game paves way
By John McGuirk correspondent



SHREWSBURY- Westboro coach Mark Ellis knew coming into yesterday’s non-divisional game against St. John’s that the odds were stacked against his team. 

The Rangers walked into Pioneer Field hobbled from a plethora of injuries to key personnel. Add to that the fact they were stepping out of Division 1A to play a Division 1 opponent that has reeled off three consecutive victories. 

As expected, St. John’s depth, along with a superb offensive attack, proved to be more than the Rangers could handle as the Pioneers rolled to a 39-12 victory. 

The Pioneers (4-1) scored six times on the ground as their offense gained 311 yards, including 227 by the run. 

“We worked awfully hard (on our running game) this week,” first-year Pioneer coach John Andreoli said. “Especially getting our offensive line to sustain blocks and getting off the ball and trying to give us a push, which I think we improved greatly over this past week. We had to run the ball to help open up our passing game. Our guys are more effective running the ball and blocking, which we were able to do today.” 

Indeed. The St. John’s backfield seemed to be inside the Westboro secondary all afternoon long. Running backs Peter Edwards and Jim Savage combined for 86 yards and four touchdowns. Quarterback Eric Dickson finished with 66 yards rushing and one score, and was 4 of 6 for 94 yards in the air. 

The Pioneers led, 20-6, at the half and saw that lead dwindle after the Rangers (3-2) drove 76 yards on 13 plays with Connor Thompson bolting in from 10 yards to make it 20-12 midway through the third. 

But any shot of an upset was quickly dashed when St. John’s countered on its next possession, with a 58-yard drive capped by an Edwards’ 1-yard plunge to extend the lead to 14. St. John’s added two fourth-quarter scores, a 15-yard keeper from Dickson and a Mike Foley 1-yard dive, to seal the deal. 

“It’s tough when you play a team like that and the numbers they have,” Ellis said. “A kid goes down for them, they replace them with the same kid, and for us when we have a kid go down and replace him, it’s a definite replacement. But with us, we’ve still got some numbers here and kids filling in need to step it up and play when they get the opportunity.” 

St. John’s opened the game with a 55-yard drive that set up Edwards’ 3-yard touchdown run to go on top 6-0. 

The Rangers tied the game thanks to a 38-yard run by Thompson (10 carries, 60 yards). 

But the Rangers’ momentum was short-lived. 

St. John’s retook the lead on the following possession. A Dickson 19-yard run and an 18-yard reception by tight end Ross Pentland set up an Edwards 2-yard scoring run to close the opening quarter. 

The Pioneers added to their lead late in the second. After Westboro saw its drive stall at the St. John’s 43, Dickson ignited the Pioneers by completing passes of 33 and 23 yards, respectively, before Savage barreled in from a yard out sending St. John’s into the break ahead by 14. 

“I give coach (assistant coach Ed) Savage a lot of credit,” Andreoli said. “He really put a scheme together and took advantage of the openings that we were going to see in their coverage. We know that we have to run the football to help open up our passing game.”
