Can't find the range: Westborough offense strong, but can't stop St. John's

By Sean Jacquet / News Sports Correspondent
Sunday, October 10, 2004 
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QB Kyle Laham scrambles during yesterday's loss 

to St. John's.
SHREWSBURY - There's nothing like a 100 percent success rate. 

     St. John's of Shrewsbury scored on all six of its possessions, with running back Peter Edwards hitting pay dirt three times, as the host Pioneers turned in a masterful offensive performance in a 39-12 non-league victory over Westborough. 

     Quarterback Eric Dickson completed four of six passes for 93 yards, while rushing five times for 58 yards and a touchdown to lead the Pioneer offense. Running backs Jim Savage and Michael Foley also scored, as all six of the Pioneers' touchdowns came on the ground. All told, St. John's piled up 218 yards rushing.

     "We worked really hard this week on a ball control offense, and we were trying to get our offensive lineman to come off the ball and sustain blocks," said St. John's coach John Andrioli. "I think we did a great job of responding and having a great week of practice so that we could run the football, which was our biggest goal." 

     Connor Thompson played well on both sides of the ball for Westborough, rushing for 58 yards and two touchdowns on seven carries, while making several stops from his linebacker spot. 

     "Offensively we did alright," said Westborough coach Mark Ellis. "We didn't put all the points on the board I thought we could, but we were able to move the ball on them a little bit. Defensively we didn't have a stop, and it's tough to win a game when you don't stop the other team. But the guys came to play. Everybody gave it their all." 

     From the opening possession, the Pioneers were able to move the ball, needing only seven plays and three minutes to travel 50 yards for the score. Edwards plunged in from three yards out for the quick 6-0 lead. 

     The Rangers responded three minutes later, with Thompson ripping off a 39-yard touchdown run around left end to knot the score. 

     But the Pioneers came roaring back, as Dickson highlighted a 10-play, 65-yard drive with a Bo Jackson-style run. Dickson ran right, spun out of a tackle, reversed field before and charged up the left sideline for a 19-yard gain.
     Edwards scored six plays later from two yards out with 26 seconds left in the first quarter. Savage added a one-yard score with 3:53 to go in the second quarter to send the Pioneers into the locker room with a 20-6 lead. 

     The Rangers went to work right away in the second half, embarking on a marathon 13-play, six-minute drive. Westborough converted on a 3rd-and-5 and a 4th-and-2 to sustain the drive for Thompson's second touchdown, a 10-yard gallop. 

     That would be the Rangers' final tally, as Edwards added another touchdown on a 1-yard run, and Dickson found the end zone on another circus run. This time he started left on a sweep before switching directions and diving for the right pile on for a 15-yard scoring jaunt. 

     "Eric is such a competitor," said Andrioli. "He's the first one down on the field, and when he gets the ball in his hands in a game, he makes plays. I just have a tremendous respect for his work ethic, intensity, and his leadership as a quarterback." 

     Both teams hit the road next week, with the Pioneers traveling to Marlborough Friday night (7 p.m.) for a Mid-Wach clash, while Westborough takes on North Middlesex (Friday, 7 p.m.).
