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Super Bowl answers possible

St. John’s, Wachusett, Lunenburg can clinch
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It has been an almost methodical football season as far as the Central Mass. divisional races go. If it follows form this weekend, there could only be one Super Bowl berth up for grabs heading into Thanksgiving. 

St. John’s High is coming off a showdown win over Leominster as it prepares to meet Fitchburg High tonight at Crocker Field. The Pioneers (7-2, 5-0) can wrap up their second Division 1 title in four years with a win against either Fitchburg or St. Peter-Marian High on Thanksgiving. 

Leominster, Fitchburg and Shrewsbury haven’t been eliminated, but St. John’s would have to drop its final two games for any of those teams to have a shot. It’s possible, but unlikely. 

Wachusett Regional can retain its Division 1A title with a win in either of its final two games. The Mountaineers (8-1, 5-0) host Westboro tonight and Holy Name on Thanksgiving. Lose ’em both and Gardner, North Middlesex and Westboro could be in the mix. The Wildcats, whose only loss is to Wachusett, are in the best position of that group. 

In Division 3, Lunenburg (8-1, 6-1) can sew up its first bowl berth since 1998 by defeating Littleton tonight. A Blue Knights loss combined with Narragansett (7-2, 6-1) closing out with wins over Hudson and Murdock would give the Warriors their second straight title. 

Division 2A appears destined to be decided around the time the turkey comes out of the oven, that being early Thanksgiving afternoon. 

Millbury (7-2, 5-1) is the current leader. The Woolies have a non-division date with Northbridge tonight before meeting Grafton on Thanksgiving. Leicester (8-1, 4-1) and Auburn (6-3, 4-1) are a half-game back. The Wolverines have games left with South and David Prouty; the Rockets have Prouty and Oxford. 

While none of the three teams controls its own fate, Auburn will have the most to say about how this all turns out. 

Millbury, which has beaten Leicester and lost to Auburn, would get the bowl berth should it defeat Grafton and Auburn loses at least one of its final two games. If Auburn, Millbury and Leicester all win out, the three-way tie for first would be broken by the power ratings. The Wolverines would be 10-1 and likely to get the nod there. 

A pair of Auburn wins coupled with a Leicester loss would send the Rockets through, even if Millbury defeats Grafton. 

A couple of Worcester schools have already punched their tickets. 

Burncoat High wrapped up its second straight Division 2 title a couple weeks ago and, at 9-0, is the only undefeated team remaining in Central Mass. North High is 8-1 and the Division 3A champion for the second time in three years. 

Western Mass. bowl update
The bowl situation out west is also taking shape, albeit a bit more slowly. 

Longmeadow (7-1, 7-1) and Northampton (8-1, 7-1) will come out of the AA Conference to face the Division 1 and 1A champs from Central Mass. Look for Longmeadow, which beat Northampton, to face St. John’s, while Northampton draws Wachusett in a rematch of last year’s 1A game. 

There’s also a strong possibility of a rematch in Division 2 as Wahconah Regional is a win away from clinching its fourth straight Berkshire County title. 

The league instituted a three-team playoff this year. Lee (5-4) and St. Joseph’s (7-2) will meet tomorrow in Pittsfield, with the winner traveling to Dalton to play Wahconah (9-0) on Thanksgiving for the league title. 

The Suburban League is up for grabs with Greenfield (6-3, 5-1), Ludlow (7-2, 4-1) and defending champion East Longmeadow (7-2, 4-1) in the hunt. This one appears headed for a three-way tie, which would be broken by power ratings. If that were to occur, East Longmeadow could emerge with the berth in the Division 2A game should it beat Longmeadow on Thanksgiving. 

In Division 3, defending Intercounty champion Mahar Regional (7-1, 5-0) and 2002 champ Athol High (7-2, 5-0) are pointed toward another winner-take-all Thanksgiving tilt. 

The Tri-County League, whose champion plays in the Division 3A bowl, seems destined to go the distance as well, with Pathfinder Regional (8-0, 6-0), Easthampton (8-1, 6-1) and Belchertown (6-2, 6-1) in the race. 

Pathfinder closes out against Dean Teach and Belchertown. Win both and it goes bowling. Lose both and count on Easthampton going. Lose to Belchertown and it’s power ratings time.
