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PRESIDENT PAT’S PONDERINGS
	
     Bring out the umbrellas and galoshes – it’s springtime in Maryland!  With spring come many annual “traditions”— allergies; college basketball tournaments; grass seed commercials; baseball and/or lacrosse practices; and college campus tours (a new one for me this year!).  Of course, spring also brings PDI registration and an email to solicit nominations for chapter officers.  PDI ’11 will be held May 31- June 3, 2011 in Minneapolis, MN.  As you make your plans to attend PDI ’11, be sure to let me know if you plan to attend the Friday night banquet.  Members should have received an email soliciting nominations for the 2011-2012 chapter officer positions.  Each spring our chapter elects six officers.  These officers are then installed at our July meeting for a one-year term that begins on July 1.  Feel free to nominate yourself!  Nominations are due to Lori Bayliss by 31 May 2011.  Ballots will be sent out to members in early June.  
     Hope to see you soon at one of our meetings or events!

																                  		Pat


QUOTABLE QUOTE

“I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realize I should have been more specific.”
~Lily Tomlin

[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]CHAPTER HAPPENINGS

Meetings/Luncheons

     The January general membership meeting was an audio conference provided by National.  Bill Arnold President of Arnold Federal Consulting, Inc provided an overview about the Anti-Deficiency Act (ADA) including information regarding the prevention of ADA violations.  The presentation held on January 18 in the RDECOM headquarters building, earned attendees 1.6 Continuing Professional Education credits (CPEs).
     An Executive Committee meeting was held on Thursday, March 10 to discuss the final items needed for our Five-Star Chapter submission and the annual request for chapter officer nominations.  Plans for the March general membership meeting were also discussed.
     In celebration of women’s history month, our March general membership meeting featured a local woman, Jeanine Smetana, who continues to “balance” her life even during retirement.  Our meeting was held on Wednesday, March 30 at Duclaw’s Brewing Company in Bel Air.  Jeanine’s adventures while juggling her roles as a mother, an ORSA, a riding instructor, and a gardener were quite similar to the “adventures” experienced by many of those in attendance.         


Future Meetings

     A chapter leadership audio conference is planned for Thursday, April 28 at 2 p.m.  The main topic of discussion will be tax issues that may be faced by ASMC chapters.
    Plans are underway to have a representative from the Army Budget Office (ABO) speak at our May general membership meeting.  The date and place are still being finalized.  Plans for our June meeting are also tentative at this time.  		

NEWS FROM NATIONAL

PDI 2011

[image: http://www.asmconline.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/PDI2011LogoSmall.jpg]Skyway-connected and located in the heart of the city, the Minneapolis Convention Center will be the site for the ASMC Professional Development Institute (PDI).  This year’s program theme is “Navigating Financial Excellence” and is scheduled for May 30-June 3.  Hotel reservations and conference registration are currently open.   Registration for members is $530 until May 1.  While attendees are not in an educational session, the city has much to offer. With an alive, vibrant downtown located on the Mississippi River, attendees will discover energy, excitement and entertainment.  The Mall of America offers shopping, dining and entertainment options for any time of the year and every member of the family.  For more information about PDI, visit www.asmconline.org.  For more information about what to see and do in Minneapolis check out:    http://www.minneapolis.org/.

Future PDIs

2012 – Anaheim, California
2013 – Denver, Colorado
2014 – Seattle, Washington
2015 – New Orleans, Louisiana
2016 – Orlando, Florida
2017 – San Diego, California

Short-term Continuing Resolutions Causing Inefficiencies

     Short-term Continuing Resolutions (CRs) for FY2011 are causing inefficiencies in DoD operations and contracting, according to Robert Hale, Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller/Chief Financial Officer).  Testifying at a Senate defense subcommittee hearing on DoD efficiencies in the FY2012 budget, Hale said “we are talking a lot about efficiencies, but unfortunately, in FY2011 we are moving in the opposite direction.”  He said DoD is directing contracting officers to go to short-term contracts to maintain capabilities and has placed hundreds of military construction contracts on hold.  Hale said he is concerned that when the FY2011 funding issue is finally resolved, DoD’s undermanned and under experienced acquisition workforce will have “a hard time catching up.”
     Hale, testifying with the military service Under Secretaries/chief management officers, described the DoD cost cutting and efficiencies included in the FY2012-2016 budget plan.  He said that $178 billion in savings are included in the plan:  $100 billion will be reinvested to increase combat capability and $78 billion in DoD-wide savings will be used to reduce the DoD budget plan.  
     Subcommittee Chair Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-MO) said she understood and supported DoD’s efforts to extract efficiency savings from the budget, but questioned reallocating those savings to new unplanned spending.  She asked the witnesses why Congress should approve spending funds saved through efficiencies on programs that were not originally planned for the FY2012 budget.  The witnesses agreed that that the projects to be funded by reinvesting savings were not in the budget they prepared before the efficiencies savings were identified.  However, they said that these programs are service priorities and most would likely have been put in the budget had the funds been available.  
     McCaskill’s comments reflect the pressure the defense committees will be under to find additional savings during the FY2012 budget congressional budget review.  There are indications that the committees may target some of these reallocated funds to meet lower defense funding targets that are sure to be set in the congressional budget resolution.
**************************************************
Death by PowerPoint
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[image: CDFM_Lower]MEMBER NEWS

  Andrea Bailey, CECOM LCMC IEWS, received her CDFM Certification in February.  Congratulations Andrea!

On Thursday, March 10, Pat O'Shea, President, presented a chapter overview and introduced chapter board members at the CECOM G-8 Quarterly Town Hall Meeting.  Attendees were encouraged to join the chapter and get involved.

[image: http://ts4.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=545650049883&id=68e32f3cfaa72279036f956ba8fe0409&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.pubshop.co.uk%2fcatalog%2fimages%2fproduct_63520_1_orig.jpg]After more than 40 years of government service, Jim Carroll, Chief, Managerial Accounting retired at the end of January.  Jim was known by some as “Mr. DTS” and to others as “Mr. Team-Up”.  Jim’s expertise with government financial systems kept him busy right up until his retirement.  In fact, Jim may very well be back to assist with the implementation of GFEBS!  Best wishes!  

[image: http://ts2.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=527433603181&id=1910f97eb55ca99108a333fa6b16a34b&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.clipartguide.com%2f_named_clipart_images%2f0511-1001-2519-3442_Elated_Woman_Jumping_for_Joy_clipart_image.jpg]    Denett Rose was recently promoted to Branch Chief, Budget and Cost Analysis,   Progra m Executive Office for Command, Control and Communications-Tactical (PEO C3T).  Denett, a Program Analyst, has been with PEO C3T since July 2009.  Her prior government positions have been with Chemical Materials Agency (CMA) and the Department of the Interior, US Geological Survey (USGS).  Way to go, Denett!

[image: C:\Users\patricia.oshea\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\ZPVSDDZS\MC900078795[1].wmf]
Jorja Thomas-Murcia recently left HQ RDECOM to accept a position with ARL.  Good luck in your new position Jorja!

 (
SEND YOUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS, GOOD NEWS, AND/OR ANNOUNCEMENTS, TO ONE OF THE OFFICERS TO BE INCLUDED IN OUR NEXT NEWSLETTER!
)
****************************************************
[image: C:\Users\patricia.oshea\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\Y6JQ1J0H\MP900442499[1].jpg]Check for flight delays by region or by airport at: http://www.fly.faa.gov/flyfaa/usmap.jsp

*****************************************
FEATURED ARTICLE 
The following article was extracted from:  http://www.dfas.mil/contractorpay/electroniccommerce/wideareaworkflow.html

What is WAWF?

     Wide Area Work Flow (WAWF) is a paperless contracting DoD-wide application designed to eliminate paper from the receipts and acceptance process of the DoD contracting lifecycle. The goal is to enable authorized Defense contractors and DoD personnel the ability to create invoices and receiving reports and access contract related documents. 
     In the traditional DoD business method, three documents are required to make a payment - the contract, the receiving report and the invoice. Each of these may arrive at the payment office separately - if they are paper. They are processed individually as they arrive. Information is then manually keyed in to the payment system. Using WAWF, electronic documents are shared, eliminating paper and redundant data entry. Data accuracy is increased and the risk of losing a document is greatly reduced. 
     The contract is available through a seamless interface with an application called Electronic Document Access (EDA). Contractors have electronic options for submitting invoices and receiving documents.
     WAWF supports DoD's efforts to reduce unmatched disbursements in the DoD receipt, acceptance, entitlement and payment process through data sharing and electronic processing. The benefits to DoD are global accessibility of documents, reduced need for re-keying, improved data accuracy, real-time processing, and secure transactions with audit capability. For vendors, benefits include the capability to electronically submit invoices, reduction of lost or misplaced documents, and online access to contract payment records. 
     For additional information, please see the WAWF website at https://wawf.eb.mil 

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

Federal Appropriations Law Update is scheduled to be offered locally on Friday, June 17.  This course is recommended for resource management professionals who have not attended the four-day course in the last 36 months.  The last two offerings of this course have been CANCELED due to low enrollment.  Don’t delay—enroll today!  Details are on the following website: https://www.apg.army.mil/cpac1/ssodocuments1/pdf/FedAppLawUpdate%20FY%2011%20APG.pdf



CHAPTER CONTACTS

2010-2011 Officers

President - Patricia (Pat) O’Shea [HQ RDECOM]
(410) 436-4262          patricia.oshea@us.army.mil        

Vice President (Administration) – Lori Bayliss [HQ RDECOM] (410) 436-3522	 lori.bayliss@us.army.mil  

Vice President (Membership) – Connie Lucas [CECOM LCMC] (443) 861-6947 connie.mae.lucas@us.army.mil   

Vice President (Programs) – Denett Rose [PEO C3T]
(443) 395 -8287  	  denett.rose@us.army.mil
 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Secretary – Lisa Ryan [HQ RDECOM]
(410) 278-0780         lisa.ryan@us.army.mil

Treasurer – Doreen Ney [HQ RDECOM]
(410) 278-0825		 doreen.ney@us.army.mil

2010-2011 POCs

20th Spt CMD: Tracy Wolfgram, (410) 436-0370

tracy.wolfgram@us.army.mil

AAA: Donna Horvath (410) 278-5785

donna.horvath@us.army.mil

AMSAA:   Linda Payne (410) 278-6582
linda.payne@us.army.mil

ARL:  Sheila Lloyd (410) 306-1944

sheila.lloyd@us.army.mil

ATEC/ATC/DTC: Maria Giglio-Tos (410) 278-1222 maria.gigliotos@us.army.mil

CHPPM/MRICD: Catrena Webb, (410) 436-2668, catrena.webb@us.army.mil.

CMA: Donna Puckett	 (410) 436-2151 
donna.puckett@us.army.mil

ECBC: Connie Collins	 (410) 436-0438 
connie.collins@us.army.mil

GAPG:  Ivy Henderson   (410) 278-0943 ivy.henderson@us.army.mil

RDECOM:  Debora Holliday, (410) 436-5296 
debora.holliday@us.army.mil   
RDECOM MAD:  Doreen Ney, (410) 278-0825	
doreen.ney@us.army.mil

Team C4ISR:  Connie Lucas, (443) 861-6947 
connie.mae.lucas@us.army.mil   

Please ensure that your POC has your current email address so you will receive timely announcements and news.  If your organization is not listed above and you would like to become a representative, contact Lori Bayliss, HQ RDECOM, at lori.bayliss@us.army.mil or call (410) 436-3522.

Special Committees

Community Service Chair – Sherry Helmick, HQ RDECOM, sherry.helmick@us.army.mil
(410) 278-2121 and Linda Webb, HQ RDECOM, 
(410) 278-0929,  linda.l.webb@us.army.mil

Historian/Scrapbook Chair – Tina Allen, CHPPM, 
(410) 436-7208   tina.allen@us.army.mil

Website Chair – Becky Backhaus, RDECOM,
 (410) 436-3916 rebekah.backhaus@us.army.mil 

Newsletter Chair – Jorja Thomas-Murcia, ARL
 (410) 278-3291   jorja.thomasmurcia@us.army.mil 

Fundraising Chair – Volunteer Needed!

Scholarship Chair – Susan C.	Thomas, CMA
 (410) 436-6124 susan.thomas1@us.army.mil

Links

[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: _Hlt434290845][bookmark: _Hlt454587729][bookmark: _Hlt454587791][bookmark: _Hlt454586275]ASMC National:  http://www.asmconline.org

Chesapeake Chapter Website: 
http://www.orgsites.com/md/asmc-chesapeake/index.html

Certified Defense Financial Manager (CDFM):
http://www.asmccertification.com/

Fort Meade Chapter Website:
www.asmcfortmeadechapter.org

Freedom Federal Credit Union Website: http://www.freedomfcu.org/ 

APG Federal Credit Union Website:  www.APGFCU.com
POC:  Brannon Dagilas
(410) 272-4000, ext. 6810
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"OK, 'm now going to read out loud every single slide
to you, word for word, until you all wish you'd just die.”
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