
Governor’s Message
    Georgia Pappas

Congratulations to Sara 
Hayden (ENE), Lois Auchterlonie 
(ENE) and Betty Brown (KW) who  
were honored at the WASP 
Congressional Gold Medal 
Ceremonies on March 10, 2010.

The Women Airforce Service Pilots 
of World War II were more than flyers. 
They were pioneers.  An inspiration for 

generations of girls who 
l o o k e d t o t h e s k y. 
Congratulations to all 
WASP on being awarded 
the Congressional Gold 
Medal!
Over 25 ,000 women 
applied, and 1,830 were 

accepted into training. Of those, only 
1,074 earned their silver wings.  They 

were the first women in the history of 
America to fly military aircraft.

The WASP flew every type of 
aircraft - both trainers and bombers - and 
flew as instructors and test pilots, ferried 
personnel, delivered aircraft and towed 
targets.  WASP flew over 60 million miles 
during their service to America. 

Despite General “Hap” Arnold’s 
statement that America would never 
forget them – they did.  WASP were 
unceremoniously deactivated in 1944 
without benefits and with little or no 
thanks for their service.  Once disbanded 
their records were sealed and marked 
“classified” or “secret” and filed away for 
33  years.  In 1977 WASP received 
Veteran status, and in 2010 Congress 
finally honored the WASP’s service with 
the awarding of one Congressional Gold 
Medal which will be on display at the 
Smithsonian.

The ceremony was attended by over 
1,700 WASP, friends and family, and was 
the largest gathering ever held in 
Emancipation Hall at the U.S. Capitol.

 Trish Sauve, Christine Micke and  I 
attended the festivities, along with Mary 
Build & Brenda Thibodeau from KW.  It 
was an honor to share this beautiful 
occasion with our WASP 99s.

WASP Receive Congressional Medal of  Honor
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Above - Betty Brown & Sara
Right - Betty & Ron Brown

AIR RACE CLASSIC  JUNE 22-25, 2010   FT MYERS, FL TO FREDERICK, MD

Judith Snow (ENE) may be racing this year,  and Mary Build has been asked to serve as a judge.

Georgia Pappas, Sara Hayden, Trish Sauve & 
Christine Micke   (R) Lois Auchterlonie      



WASP gathered at the US Air Force 
Memorial to honor the 38 WASP who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for their country 
during their service. The 20th Fighter Wing 
performed a “missing man” formation.
 
(R) Brenda Thibodeau & Mary Build 
prior to the ceremony at the US Capitol
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NE Section Website 
www.womenpilotsnewengland.org/

The web address will connect 
to the Section Facebook page

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NE Spring Section 
Meeting

May 7-8, 2010
Farmington, CT

Hosted by CT Chapter

New England Seaplane 
Expo

June 12, 2010
Brandy Pond Seaplane Base

5ME Naples, ME
For more info:

www.naplesseaplane.com

Forest of Friendship
June 18-20, 2010

Atchison, KS

99 Int’l Conference
Kona, Hawaii
July 5-9, 2010
For more info

www.ninetynines.net/
hawaii2010

SPRING BOARD 
MEETING REPORT 

The Board of Directors, 9 Section 
Governors, and 13 Trust & Committee 
chairs met at 99 HQ on March 12th & 
13th.  In January members of the Board 
spent 3 days at the Oreck Farm in 
Louisiana developing new ideas to increase 
communication to  the membership and to 
develop long range planning goals.

The last remaining major repair on 
the building is underway. The outside stairs 
and balcony are being completed.  The 99s 
compass rose will then be installed in tile on 
the patio between the 
buildings.  Everyone will 
have the opportunity to 
purchase a tile for the 
Compass Rose.  Details 
will be available at the 
Spring Section Meetings. 
The goal is to have all 
construction done for the 
Museum of Women 
Pilots grand reopening 
on June 12th.

D i r e c t o r J o a n 
Kerwin is planning to 
a t t end 99 Shannon 

Miller’s June Soyuz Launch in Kazakhstan. 
And, Director Fran Strubeck reported on 
the activities at AOPA in November and is 
c u r r e n t l y wo rk i n g o n S O P ’s f o r 
Membership Chairs.

M a r y Wu n d e r m a d e a v e r y 
enthusiastic and creative presentation for 
support of the Endowment Fund. She 
emphasized the use of Goodsearch and 
also to remember the Endowment Fund 
when making memorial donations. We 
need the Endowment Fund to apply for 
grants, so please make every effort to 
donate.

NEW HORIZONS
It is with sadness I report that 99 Past 

P r e s i d e n t V i c k i L y n n 
Sherman’s husband passed 
away in March.  Also, Lisa 
Turacek’s (CT) husband 
passed away after a brief 
illness.

Long time friend of the 99s, 
Joe Benkert passed away 
suddenly in March.  Our 
heartfelt sympathy goes out 
to all the families. 

Georgia

 Pat Theberge is home 

recovering from some 

surgery.   We wish her 

a speedy recovery and 

send her best wishes!

Hope to see you at NE 

Spring Section Meeting 

in Farmington, CT - 

hosted by CT Chapter.
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