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9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

I.  Call to Order and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m. by Chair Doris Witherspoon.
Introductions were made.  The following individuals were present:  Susan Cancro (Advent House), Bill Woods (Advent House), Kathy Johnson (CADL), Doris Witherspoon (City of Lansing - DPND), Tina Ramos (City of Lansing-HRCS), Al Platt (CMH-CEI), Sue Schoultz (EVE), Dennis Neuner (GCS), Judy Orta (JIMHO), Patti Howland (LAAN), Mark Criss (LCRM), Rose Taphouse (Lansing School District), Angela Tripp (LSSCM), Ray Thibeault (Loaves and Fishes), Bombi Riheti (Loaves and Fishes), Jerrie Lynn Gibbs (MSHDA), Alex Thompson (NCA/LRA), Molly Chambers (Salvation Army), Doris Hendrix (STVCC), Mike Hudson (SSVD), Elan Stavros Nichols (MSU College of Law Rental Housing Clinic), Bonnie Nicholas (Sparrow’s Nest), Stacey Smith (TCOA), Sharon Dade (VOA), Katie Brewer  and U. Isaacs (Career Quest Learning Centers), Purpose Outreach Ministries (Pastor Ronnie Calhoun), and Darla Dowker Jackson (GLHRN).  
II. Review and Acceptance of September 17, 2009 minutes:

 Molly Chambers moved to accept the minutes.  Patti Howland seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
III. Reports
A. GLHRN Chair Report – Doris Witherspoon
The MSHDA Homeless Summit will be held on October 22-23.  The continuum has agreed to assemble a basket for the summit, which will be put together by Marina Poroshin and Pam Elise.  Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness has a new survey requesting information regarding how well they are adhering to their purpose.  
B. GLHRN Committee Reports


1.  HMIS – Tina Ramos
The City of Lansing requested that agencies have clients sign up for SkanPoint cards.

The 2008 Client Report was distributed.  Molly Chambers moved to accept the report, Judy Orta seconded the motion.  The motion was approved. 
2. Strategy and Funding Committee – Sue Shoultz
HPRP is in the final stages of implementation, and CACS is waiting for funding to be released before clients can be served.  The City of Lansing is working to establish a contract for HPRP with CACS.  The largest gap in information needed for Exhibit 1 was discharge planning.  There was discussion of the Permanent Housing Bonus funding, for which Advent House and CMH and MSU Rental Housing Clinic are interested in applying.  The Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness requested information released for a Detroit Free Press article.



3. Membership Committee – Susan Shoultz
Marina Poroshin volunteered to serve on the committee.  The committee discussed the Network’s relationship to the Emergency Needs Coalition and creating relationships with organizations in the community.
4. Front Line Workers – Patti Howland
The committee continued to experience robust attendance and participation.  Patti requested that one of the committees establish more goals for the Front Line Workers.
5. Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee – Susan Cancro
The committee planned for the upcoming Homeless Awareness Week activity, which will expand on an Advent House project in which currently and formerly homeless individuals created art and told their stories.  The project will be displayed in Lansing City Hall beginning November 4 with a press conference, and will hopefully continue through Homeless Awareness Week November 16-20, then will be shown at libraries across the state in 2010 beginning with Capital Area District Library.  The display may also be shown at the MSHDA Homeless Summit.  CADL has offered use of its display cabinets for the month of November, which Susan asked for items and information to be displayed.  MICAH has a new website for Homeless Awareness Week.
5.  Human Services – Darla Dowker Jackson
The committee discussed utility assistance availability in the community and discharge planning as it relates to Exhibit 1.  Members of the Human Services Committee will gather the information necessary to complete the portion of Exhibit 1 related to discharge planning and compose the discharge planning portions.
6. Project Homeless Connect – Patti Howland
No report.
B. MSHDA Region 7 – Darla Dowker Jackson
The group has not yet met.
C. City of Lansing – Tina Ramos and Doris Witherspoon
Exhibit 2 documents are due October 23.  Exhibit 1 is approximately 90% complete and is due on November 9.
The end of the year report was submitted, but HUD had been having computer issues.  The city is at the end of a 5 year consolidated plan and is beginning a new one.  HUD is allowing extensions on consolidated plans, which the city may request.
E. Community Mental Health - Al Platt
No report.
F. Ten Year Plan

Doris Witherspoon submitted a letter to the Power of We to request their assistance with the implementation of the Ten Year Plan.
G. Cold Weather Plan – Sharon Dade
Joan Jackson Johnson and Sharon Dade met and made a few minor revisions to the plan from the prior year, and a draft of the plan was distributed.  Mark Criss noted that there will be 16 new beds for men, for a total of 72 beds.  By the end of the year, there will be 36 new beds for single women at the west wing of the Maplewood facility, which will allow 50beds to be available for women and children.  Other notable changes include that VOA administers the hotel program and the transportation aspect was amended to focus primarily on the weekends.  
H. MSHDA

The Homeless Summit will be held October 22-23, and features 28 workshops.  Pace and Partners have refurbished the Campaign to End Homelessness website and could use success stories.  MSHDA has been working with HPRP in communities across the state.  The MSHDA website has a list of contacts and lead agencies for HPRP programs.  An email will come out soon from MSHDA regarding ESG funds with several changes, including a 6-month extension of current funding until the HEARTH Act goes into effect.  MSHDA would like to have ESG funding distributed to a lead agency with 10% administrative allowance and have the funding distributed by the lead agency to the subgrantees.  50% of ESG funding will be allocated for HPRP.  HARP vouchers may become available early 2010.  People exiting a transitional housing that is ending may be eligible for HPRP, but would still need to qualify.
V. New Business
Purpose Outreach Ministries is sponsoring a mobile clinic for pregnant women and mothers of infants on October 28 from 9-4.  Depending on the need in the community, the event may occur again in the future.

The VA is holding a Veterans Homeless Summit the first week of November in Washington, D.C.

The City Rescue Men’s facility has been consistently full, leading them to add 16 new beds.
The City Rescue Mission Coat distribution will be on November 7 at Lansing Charter Academy. 

The City Rescue Mission Free Store will be open for homeless clients only.  Clients are asked to bring verification of homelessness to receive assistance. 
The City Rescue Mission Women’s facility has its substance abuse facility open with openings for 6 women.

VOA opened the application process for the TBRA program, and 100-110 individuals applied.  They estimate being able to serve 20-25.
35 housing vouchers are available for veterans in the community through the VA.  VOA can help assist with applications.  To qualify, the individual must have verification of veteran status, with DV214, eligible for VA services.
Quarterly reports are due October 31.

VI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:52 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Darla Dowker Jackson

GLHRN Coordinator
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