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Ingham County Continuum of Care

Network Meeting

Thursday, April 16th, 2009
Advent House Ministries

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

I.  Call to Order and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m. by Co-Chair Doris Witherspoon.
Introductions were made and a sign-in sheet was passed around.  The following individuals were present:  Susan Cancro (Advent House), Kathy Faber (ARC-MM), Juanita Chapman (CACS), Maureen Moloney (CMH-CEI), Stephanie Gingerich (City of East Lansing), Doris Witherspoon (City of Lansing - DPND), Tina Ramos (City of Lansing – HRCS), Mark Criss (LCRM), Lisa Cooper (LCRM Family Center), Sue Shoultz (EVE), Angie Mayeaux (Haven House), Patti Howland (LAAN), Kirsten Gonzales (Loaves and Fishes), Pat Wheeler (NCA/LRA), Joan Jackson Johnson (City of Lansing – HRCS), Molly Chambers (Salvation Army), Mike Hudson (Society of St. Vincent DePaul), Phyllis Williams (STVCC), Sharon Dade (VOA), Suzanne Eman-Jaehnig (CAUW), Don Hooker (Salvation Army), Kellie Maki (LSSCM), Nancy Oliver (MPRI), Bonnie Morris (Loaves and Fishes), Darrell Miller (516 Corp./JIMHO), Rose Taphouse (Lansing School District), Bill Nelton (CADL), Carol Sitowski (CACS Head Start), Tatanisha Worthey (GCS), Kate Ditzler (MICAH), Jaerrie Lynn Gibbs (MSHDA), and Darla Dowker Jackson (GLHRN).  
II. Review and Acceptance of March 19, 2009 minutes:

 Lisa Cooper moved to accept the minutes.    Kathy Faber seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
III. Reports
A. GLHRN Chair Report – Angie Mayeaux
No report.  
B. GLHRN Committee Reports


1.  HMIS – Joan Jackson Johnson
The new City of Lansing employees hired for HMIS have completed training.  The preliminary 2008 report has been drafted and the City of Lansing and MICAH are working to finalize it.  It appears that the number of homeless has risen and data quality has been consistent.
2. Strategy and Funding Committee – Kathy Faber
The City of Lansing ESG funding levels were approved, but will be reviewed at the April 16 Strategy and Funding meeting.  The committee also discussed planning for stimulus funding spending and funding for the American Red Cross in light of their recent funding cuts.  The committee approved letters of support for STVCC and NCA.  The committee discussed where the coordinator should be housed.  
Mark Criss requested that the continuum revisit discussion of sheltering Red Cross clients, since the City Rescue Mission has offered the Red Cross use of homes that it currently owns.  Joan Jackson Johnson stated that the City of Lansing will be meeting with DHS and the Red Cross, and will invite the Rescue Mission to attend the meeting.


3.  Membership Committee – Sue Shoultz
The committee came up with a slate for Network elections.  The committee discussed potential members.  Sue Shoultz and Darla Dowker Jackson met with Open Door Ministry regarding membership.
4. Front Line Workers – Patti Howland
Amy Rose Wallace-Robinson was the guest speaker.  The committee has seen more invigorated participation over recent months.  Patti would like to speak to Strategy and Funding regarding more responsibilities for the Front Line Workers.
5.  Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee – Stephanie Gingerich

The committee discussed the internet as a venue for public awareness.  The committee hopes to promote positive stories from the continuum in the coming months.  Stephanie distributed a form of protocol for publicity.  She encouraged committee participation from the Network.
6.  Consumer Feedback 
No report.

C.  Human Services – Lisa Cooper
A representative from DHS has attended the meeting lately, and Judy Cates from CMH will be attending an upcoming meeting to discuss the Opening Doors Clinic.  The committee has continued to work on eliminating obstacles that clients face.  
Lisa Cooper reported that there are currently openings at the Family Center.  
Joan Jackson Johnson stated that the City of Lansing hopes to have communication with the Code Compliance Department integrated into housing placement, to reduce unscrupulous rental practices.  Tina Ramos reported that the City of Lansing HRCS and DPND departments have been working to create a plan to reduce the harm done by predatory landlords.  Kellie Maki stated that Legal Services would be willing to speak to consumers about tenant rights.  
Maureen Moloney reported that some of the CMH staff has met with the City of Lansing and the City Rescue Mission about substance abuse services and possibly having a sober center, and will continue to meet with other organizations to try to develop a plan.  Stephanie Gingerich stated that the City of East Lansing would like to be included in the planning.  Pat Wheeler stated that the project that NCA is hoping to fund with a SAMHSA grant could dovetail with the project.
D. MSHDA – Jerrie Lynn Gibbs
Jerrie Lynn Gibbs is now the MSHDA Homeless Specialist for Region 7.  She welcomed communication from the continuum.  The MSHDA NOFA for the Homeless Prevention and Rapid Rehousing Program is on their website.  MSHDA will tentatively allocate $571,433.78 to Ingham County from the MSHDA stimulus funding.  She also stated that there is an upcoming CSH training for HUD SHP grantees.   The Affordable Housing Conference will be held June 1-3 at the Lansing Center.  There is an upcoming webcast for discussing funding for hiring people with disabilities to work in social security offices.  There is new information for hearing impaired individuals at www.michiganrelay.com.  MSHDA has planned the Homeless Summit on October 22 and 23 and is looking for presenters.  Those willing to present are welcome to contact her.
E.  City of Lansing 
Ellen Chung will be visiting May 18.  The City of Lansing will be monitoring HUD and City of Lansing ESG funded agencies next week.  Joan Jackson Johnson thanked those who participated in Project Create.  The Mobile Food Pantry will be held April 18.  The Feed Our Children program distributed lunches over Lansing School District spring break.  There is an upcoming meeting regarding training for the One Church One Family program, and they hope to have the houses occupied in June.  There have been transportation and assistance issues reported with homeless individuals with disabilities.  The city has been contacted regarding Project Homeless Connect.  Jerrie Lynn Gibbs stated that there is funding available through MICAH for Project Homeless Connect of $750 per continuum.  Tina Ramos received a notice from HUD regarding additional leasing funding for PSH.  Tina Ramos encouraged that HUD-funded agencies review drug-free workplace and lobbying policies.  Doris Witherspoon stated that the City of Lansing Action Plan is due to HUD on May 14 and is nearly complete.  The HPRP application is due on May 18.  Dorothy Boone stated that the HPRP plan needs to be coordinated with other agencies receiving stimulus funding.

E. City of East Lansing

No report.
F. Community Mental Health – Maureen Moloney
CMH has been working with the Health Department and will be expanding from 1 to 3 outreach workers for the mild to moderately mentally ill at health centers at Sparrow, St. Lawrence, and the Ingham County Health Department.  
G. Capital Area United Way – Suzanne Eman-Jaehnig
The 2008 2-1-1 Annual Report and an overview was given of it.  If agencies feel that the 2-1-1 referrals they receive are inappropriate, contact Suzanne at (517) 203-5033.
IV. 2009 Network Elections
Sue Shoultz presented the 2009 slate and opened positions up for nomination.  Mark Criss was nominated for Vice-Chair, but declined nomination.  Doris Witherspoon was elected Chair, Juanita Chapman was elected Co-Chair, and Susan Cancro was elected Secretary.

V. New Business
Darla Dowker Jackson reported that she has been a member of the Power of We ad hoc Transportation Committee, and that committee has created a transportation survey to assess the need for transportation for those that use human service agencies.  She asked that agencies ask a sampling of clients to complete the survey and return the survey to her, the Tri County Regional Planning Commission, or Birth to Five.
Juanita Chapman stated that their client satisfaction survey revealed that their clients wanted evening hours, and as a response to that, are now open until 7 p.m. on Wednesdays at all locations.
VI.  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 10:59 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Darla Dowker Jackson

GLHRN Coordinator
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