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I.  Call to Order and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 9:33 a.m. by Chair Angie Mayeaux.
Introductions were made and a sign-in sheet was passed around.  The following individuals were present:  Susan Cancro (Advent House), Marina Poroshin (CACS), Stephanie Gingerich (City of East Lansing), Doris Witherspoon (City of Lansing - DPND), Tina Ramos (City of Lansing – HRCS), Ellen Chung (HUD), Mark Criss (LCRM), Lisa Cooper (LCRM Family Center), LaClaire Bouknight (EagleVision), Angie Mayeaux (Haven House), Patti Howland (LAAN), Nancy Oliver (MPRI), Pat Wheeler (NCA/LRA), Joan Jackson Johnson (City of Lansing – HRCS), Matt Stevenson (City of Lansing-HRCS), Molly Chambers (Salvation Army), Major Robert Scott (Salvation Army), Don Hooker (Salvation Army), Mike Hudson (Society of St. Vincent DePaul), Gina McKissic (STVCC), Phyllis Williams (STVCC), Virginia Taylor (VOA), Angela Tripp (LSSCM), , Bill Woods, Rose Taphouse (Lansing School District), Tatanisha Worthey (GCS), Susan Cady (Potterville Public Schools), Olga Arellano (CMH), Mignonne Radja (Advent House), Bonnie Nicholas (Sparrow’s Nest), Kate Ditzler (MiCAH),  and Darla Dowker Jackson (GLHRN).  
II. Review and Acceptance of April 16, 2009 minutes:

Molly Chambers moved to accept the minutes.    Stephanie Gingerich seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
III. Reports
A. GLHRN Chair Report – Angie Mayeaux
Angie Mayeaux distributed some of the HARP applications that did not include the HMIS release.  Angie thanked the continuum for allowing her to serve as chair.  
B. GLHRN Committee Reports


1.  HMIS – Matt Stevenson
Matt is new HMIS coordinator for Ingham County and stated that the HMIS workers have been trying to catch up Red Cross HMIS data entry.  If other agencies need assistance, he can be contacted at (517) 483-4260.
2. Strategy and Funding Committee – Doris Witherspoon
Several agencies did not complete quarterly reviews.  The American Red Cross Emergency Food and Shelter Program will need to be transferred to another agency.  The American Red Cross currently receives funding for the program from the City of Lansing, DHS, and the United Way.  The HUD and MSHDA HPRP funding was discussed.  
At the MSHDA Region 7 meeting, the representatives discussed HPRP funding and an overview of the funding and the expectations for its use were given by MSHDA.  A meeting was scheduled to plan for HPRP.
Tina Ramos gave an overview of HUD Exhibit 1 scoring from the previous grant year and a subcommittee was formed to create the upcoming Exhibit 1 submission.



3.  Membership Committee – Sue Shoultz
The committee discussed a number of organizations they would like to see added as members and orientation for new members.
4. Front Line Workers – Patti Howland
Jennifer Cousineau was the guest speaker, giving an overview of the Gateway Summer Youth Program and agency updates and SOAR were discussed.
5.  Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee – Stephanie Gingerich

The committee discussed having a new Network website host, the funding for which was approved at the May Strategy and Funding Committee meeting.  The committee is hoping to work with 2-1-1 to help disseminate information to those that have red-tagged homes.  Joan Jackson Johnson stated that the City of Lansing is working to compile information to be distributed to those that have red-tagged homes and reviewing protocol for landlords that have red-tagged properties.
6.  Human Services – Lisa Cooper
The brief meeting ended abruptly with a fire drill, but the committee discussed a sober center and unscrupulous landlords.  Lisa hopes that the committee can help raise the score for Exhibit 1.  Discharge Planning has been sent to the Power of We, which is working to establish a committee for it.
7. Project Homeless Connect – Patti Howland
The committee met with good attendance and began planning for an upcoming Project Homeless Connect.  The event is being planned for September 30.
C. City of Lansing

Joan Jackson Johnson congratulated Patrick Patterson on another successful Stand Down for Homeless Veterans.  The City of Lansing budget was recently passed, and the HRCS Department is working to finalize contracts.  The HUD HPRP proposal was submitted on time.  Ellen Chung has spent time in Lansing auditing and reviewing HMIS implementation and practices.  The City of Lansing has been negotiating the contract for the Opening Doors Clinic with CMH. 
DPND is receiving additional CDBG funding and will send Darla Dowker Jackson an email regarding the public comment period for the funding.
D. Community Mental Health – Olga Arellano
Maureen Moloney has become Director of Adult Services, and there is a new Director of Disabled Services.   PATH Program has re-applied for funding.  CMH is trying to form an assessment to gauge how many of their clients need housing.
IV. New Business
Lisa Cooper stated that the City Rescue Mission Family Center will have to limit the stay of its clients to a month, preferably 3 weeks.  The Rescue Mission hopes to have the first phase of its remodeling done at Maplewood School by the end of the year, which would have a day shelter for women and children and single women’s dormitory, and will begin the second phase of remodeling next year.
The One Church One Family Program will be closing on its first three houses soon.  Trinity Church would like to team up with the program and the two groups are working out the details.  The City of Lansing would like to use some of the houses offered by the City Rescue Mission to substitute for moteling, and is hoping the endeavor could be overseen by an agency.
Kate Ditzler stated that McKinney-Vento was renewed and expanded, so that its new provisions include providing a greater level of funding for McKinney-Vento programs and expanding the HUD definition of homeless.

NCA has a women’s house open that houses 6 women.  NCA submitted its SAMHSA grant.

MPRI has 300-310 clients, and will soon receive an additional 100-125 individuals from metro Detroit, many of which have been convicted of sexual offenses.

Bonnie Nicholas gave an overview of Sparrow’s Nest, a program of Christian Services, which tries to connect homeless mothers with housing in a mobile home community.  The 18-month program offers financial counseling and at the end of the program, recipients may buy their mobile home for $10.  Lot rent is $250.  Bonnie can be contacted at (517) 337-2689, cell (517) 881-2083.
Lansing School District is in the process of submitting the McKinney-Vento grant, working to expand the grant to include Ingham County and ensure that all homeless children in Ingham County have clothing and school supplies.  Rose Taphouse is trying to set up a summer camp experience for homeless Lansing School District students.  McKinney-Vento funding can pay for GED training for parents.
V. Special Discussion featuring Ellen Chung of U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Ellen Chung explained the upcoming HPRP funding opportunity.  She gave the reasoning behind HUD ensuring HMIS implementation that the data it provides can drive policy and funding decisions and help HUD determine the agency’s capacity and performance.   Ellen welcomed feedback, and consensus of those offering feedback was that HMIS can be cumbersome and the initial implementation and operation can be difficult, but the data it provides is invaluable and it is easier to use over time.  Ellen encouraged agency staff to work with Matt Stevenson to help him understand how HMIS has been implemented and used within agencies.   For HPRP funding, the continuum should work together and be innovative to get the most mileage out of the funding.  She added that the job market is difficult, but federal jobs funded with stimulus funding should be opening up.
VI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:12 p.m.
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