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Network Meeting

Thursday, June 18, 2009
Advent House Ministries

9:30 – 11:30 a.m.

I.  Call to Order and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 9:42 a.m. by Chair Doris Witherspoon.
Introductions were made and a sign-in sheet was passed around.  The following individuals were present:  Susan Cancro (Advent House), Marina Poroshin (CACS), Juanita Chapman (CACS), Maureen Moloney (CMH of CEI Counties), Stephanie Gingerich (City of East Lansing), Doris Witherspoon (City of Lansing - DPND), Tina Ramos (City of Lansing – HRCS), Joan Jackson Johnson (City of Lansing – HRCS), Matt Stevenson (City of Lansing – HRCS), Mark Criss (LCRM), Lisa Cooper (LCRM Family Center), LaClaire Bouknight (EagleVision), Patti Howland (LAAN), Ray Thibeault (Loaves and Fishes),  Pat Wheeler (NCA/LRA), Molly Chambers (Salvation Army), Don Hooker (Salvation Army), Mike Hudson (Society of St. Vincent DePaul), Gina McKissic (STVCC), Phyllis Williams (STVCC), Sharon Dade (VOA), Virginia Taylor (VOA), Kellie Maki (LSSCM), Tatanisha Worthey (GCS), Cris Bobier (Open Door Ministry), Mignonne Radja (Advent House), Bonnie Nicholas (Christian Services - Sparrow’s Nest), Daniel Jones (Advent House),  and Darla Dowker Jackson (GLHRN).  
II. Review and Acceptance of May 21, 2009 minutes:

Stephanie Gingerich moved to accept the minutes.   Marina Poroshin seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
III. Reports
A. GLHRN Chair Report – Doris Witherspoon
Doris thanked the group for electing her.  During her tenure, she hopes to help establish a centralized intake system, increase collaboration, raise the score for HUD grant, and work further on the Ten Year Plan.  Agency Presentations will take place at upcoming Network meetings.  The 
Homeless Summit will be October 22-23 at Kellogg Center.  A conference call for the MSHDA HPRP will take place on June 18, and more information is available on MICAH website at www.mihomeless.org.
B. GLHRN Committee Reports


1.  HMIS – Matt Stevenson
The Red Cross is up to date with HMIS data entry, and will be working with other agencies that need assistance.  
2. Strategy and Funding Committee – Juanita Chapman
Numerous meetings have taken place to plan for the transition for the Emergency Food and Shelter Program of the American Red Cross and HPRP.  VOA submitted two plans for the Emergency Food and Shelter program, one to include use of houses currently owned by the City Rescue Mission, and another if the houses are unavailable.  A lead agency is needed for HPRP.  CACS is unsure if they will be able to be the HPRP lead agency.  


3.  Membership Committee – Darla Dowker Jackson
The committee has been working to reach out to the faith-based community, to try to streamline some of the work that is done for the homeless.
4. Front Line Workers – Patti Howland
Cindie Alwood from the Women’s Center was the guest speaker.  There was discussion surrounding processing SOAR applications and finding SOAR appropriate individuals.  Maureen clarified that CMH can assist with SOAR applications for both CMH and non-CMH clients.
5.  Public Awareness and Advocacy Committee – Stephanie Gingerich

There was no Public Awareness meeting in June, but the next meeting will be held on July 10.
6.  Human Services – Maureeen Moloney
The Opening Doors Clinic was discussed, which is funded by the City of Lansing and serves homeless with mild to moderate mental illness.  The detox program was discussed as well.
7. Project Homeless Connect – Patti Howland
The committee chose the Washington Street Armory as a venue, and the event will be held September 30.  The next meeting is at 1:00 on July 1.  Joan Jackson Johnson urged the group to establish a budget as early as possible.
B. MSHDA Region 7 – Darla Dowker Jackson
The July Region 7 meeting will be a conference call, instead of the face-to-face meeting that was scheduled.  MSHDA is looking for presentations for the homeless summit.  Jerrie Lynn Gibbs will be out, but MSHDA-related questions can be sent to Paul Beiring.  Most MSHDA HPRP lead agencies are housing and/or community action agencies.  The CHAP application will be issued once it is approved by HUD.  MICAH will have a new Project Homeless Connect grant cycle soon.  MICAH has received another Americorps grant, and the RFP will be available soon.  CACS is beginning to plan a poverty reduction event in the region.
C. City of Lansing – Doris Witherspoon and Joan Jackson Johnson
Doris Witherspoon reported that the City of Lansing is looking into applying for NSP II, which is competitive.  The 10 day comment period will begin soon, and the maximum amount to apply for is around five million dollars. 
Joan Jackson Johnson stated that the City is in the process of completing the grant for the fiscal year beginning 2009, has requested information from agencies receiving the funding, and requested cooperation in obtaining the information.

Joan Jackson Johnson has had a meeting with churches that would like to rehab homes, but are disheartened by MSHDA and its protocol.
E. Community Mental Health  - Maureen Moloney
The contract has been established with the Ingham County Health Department, and there will be 3 full time mental health therapists at 3 locations serving those with mild to moderate mental illness.  Referrals will initially come from open cases at the health department, and open up when more resources are available.
CMH is working to move their detox center into Lansing, where the need is greater than where it is currently located, in Mason.  
CMH will have a $2.4 million budget shortage, and predicts layoffs in the fall.  CMH has advocacy materials available, that they encourage other entities with a stake in mental health services to use.
IV. Agency Presentation: Advent House

Doris Witherspoon stated that the Executive Committee opted to have agency presentations at meetings, with each agency giving an approximately 10 minute overview of the agency and its programs.  Susan Cancro introduced the Advent House staff and explained that Advent House seeks to serve the underserved through programs providing assistance for basic needs, such as life skills classes and literacy programs.  Referrals for the HUD-funded programs must come from shelters, and referrals for the food assistance program must come from a DHS caseworker.  Of the approximately 200 individuals that received employment program assistance, 30-40% gained employment.  The weekend day shelter is available and serves meals through the assistance of volunteers.  Advent House also offers employment assistance, Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (TBRA), life skills development, SSI and SSDI application assistance, GED preparation, and employment programs that teach participants job search skills and employment readiness.
V. New Business
Eaglevision was awarded the Youthbuild grant, in which they will be partnering with CAMW and other related agencies.
A building between VOA and the Rescue Mission may be available soon as a potential site for substance abuse services.  VOA will open its TBRA on July 15 and 16, and will issue an announcement on July 1 to be posted in locations where homeless individuals may congregate.

The City Rescue Mission has a client who has been homeless for approximately 8 years with SSI issues.  Those present recommended speaking to Jim Mowry for assistance.

Joan Jackson Johnson stated that she has been working with a family that has had an infestation of bed bugs, so shelters should be conscientious about how to prevent them and treat for them.

The City of Lansing Mobile Food Pantry will be held June 20 at Pilgrim Rest Baptist Church at Pleasant Grove.

VI. Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Darla Dowker Jackson

GLHRN Coordinator
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